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Dear Friends in Christ  
 
Advent has begun: the first candle on 
the Advent wreath has been lit and our 
accompanying prayer reminded us of 
God’s promise to send ‘the Saviour of 
the world’.  The Advent wreaths in 
church that count down the Sundays 
before Christmas are one of many 
traditions that we enjoy, especially this 
time of year.  At the vicarage I have 
begun putting the 
symbols on my Jesse 
Tree and the Holy 
Family have begun 
their journey round 
the house before they 
will finally arrive at 
‘Bethlehem’ (the 
Welsh Dresser in our 
hallway!).   These 
traditions reconnect 
us with our spiritual 
and biblical heritage 
as we ponder Jesus’ 
Second Coming and 
his Incarnation. 
 
Traditions, whether 
they be in church or 
more generally 
observed (Christmas 
trees, turkey dinners 
etc) are wonderful customs because of 
the many positive effects that they have; 
they bind people together, build 
community, create identity and link 
different generations together.  In these 
difficult times these are valuable 
attributes and worth preserving.   
However, traditions can become divisive 
and have some undesirable 
consequences.  They can create barriers 

 
 
between people, foster an atmosphere 
of ‘them and us’ and become our 
masters that must be observed.  I tried 
to substitute steak and chips for the 
‘traditional’ Christmas turkey dinner 
once; the idea had scarcely left my lips 
before it was shouted down by the 
family. 
 
According to my 19th century Cruden’s 

Concordance ‘true 
tradition’ comes 
from God as 
revealed in Scripture 
for the use of the 
Church.  Tradition is 
the object of our 
faith - the 
preservation and 
transmission of the 
Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  But even 
our Lord and 
Saviour challenged 
the traditions of his 
day from time to 
time.  Try reading 
Matthew 15 v 2 - 3 
or Mark 7 v 8.  It 
seems we must 
approach traditions 
with caution lest 
they deflect us from 

God’s true purposes.  So as we make our 
seasonal preparations let’s enjoy all 
those traditions that genuinely build up 
our faith and community.  
 

Merry Christmas to you all 
Every blessing 
Canon Janice 

  



  



 
I think we can say with some level of 
certainty, that the world of God’s 
creation is an important factor in our 
future relationship with the Lord. But it’s 
going to be a challenge. Because at the 
moment, it’s all going to hell in a 
handcart, as the saying goes.  As 
servants of the one true God, we have 
been given responsibility for tending His 
creation, the earth, as an act of service 
and worship towards Him.  The book of 
Genesis tells the story of a beautiful and 
bountiful creation with abundance for all, 
but one that depends on the faithful 
vocation of its human caretakers. We are 
called to carefully and responsibly 
manage God’s creation that has been 
entrusted to us – exercising stewardship 
and service over the rest of His creatures 
in a way that reflects His character. Not 
through brutality and carelessness, but 
with love and compassion and service. 
 
Sustainability, green issues, climate 
change, environmentalism – words such 
as these have increasingly dominated 
what we hear everywhere, and 
Governments are competing with each 
other to show their environmental 
credentials. But the Christian community 
seems like it has been playing catch-up. 
Somehow the church has not, until 
recently, viewed these issues as such a 
priority. This is at last changing, and to 
reflect this urgent priority, we have 
taken it for the subject of our Advent 
course this year. 
 
The evidence for climate change seems 
to be unequivocal. There’s lots of stuff 
out there to read, and you can come 
along to the Advent course and hear 
more.  But whether it’s plastic pollution 

littering seas and the poorest 
communities, or species becoming 
extinct or losing their habitats, or 
droughts, floods and storms becoming 
more frequent and severe, we’ve 
misused and damaged this beautiful gift 
of God. We’re feeling some of the effects 
in the British Isles, but the impact is 
hitting people in poverty the hardest. 
 
As Western Christians we can too easily 
ignore the impact of climate change. If it 
does seem to be getting warmer, then 
surely that makes a great summer? It 
seems that a lot of Western Christians 
simply do not understand the impact of 
environmental damage on our brothers 
and sisters around the world. As we 
continue our toxic level of consumption 
here in Britain, it’s all too easy to forget 
that our lifestyles are having a negative 
effect on our neighbours in the poorer 
parts of the world. 
 
Rev Nicky Gumble, who was the primary 
mover of the Alpha Course said this: 'As 
a Church we are called to act. Why? 
Because of love. God loves us and he 
expects a response of love firstly for 
him, but also for our neighbours and 
particularly for the poor, who are the 
ones most hit by damage to the 
environment. Christians should be at the 
forefront of the environmental 
movement because in our care for God’s 
creation we reflect our love for the 
Creator.’ 
 
The book of James tells us: 
‘What good is it, my brothers and sisters, 
if someone claims to have faith but has 
no deeds? Can such faith save them? 
Suppose a brother or a sister is without 
clothes and daily food. If one of you says 



to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and 
well fed,” but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it?’ 
 
Our response to climate change is part 
of our faith with deeds. The book of 
Revelation speaks of “a new heaven and 
a new earth” – a renewal and 
transformation of this creation. But it 
would be wrong to assume that the new 
creation is a straight replacement. It’s 
more likely to be a fulfilment and 
renewing of the old – going back to the 
ideal of Eden and God’s first creation. 
And creation awaits in expectation for 
this to take place. As God’s people living 
today, we live in the now and the not yet 
– in a place where God’s kingdom is here 
in part but not in full. A situation where 
we are continually praying that God’s 
kingdom will come on earth as in 
heaven.  
 
Like Jesus, our role is to proclaim and 
demonstrate the gospel; the new 
Kingdom; to model a new humanity; to 
bear witness now to the total 
redemption that God will one day bring 
about. The world is crying out, but God 
is at work and we’re invited to join him 
in a ministry of reconciliation – 
reconciling people to their Father, but 
also reconciling people to the creation 
we’ve been given to steward, and seeing 
it restored. This is the fullness of the 
gospel, not a side issue. In response to 
the changing climate, we need to 
examine our lives and role in this before 
God. We must change the way we live to 
have less impact on the earth and our 
neighbours. We must consider the things 
that we buy and the lifestyles we take 
for granted and what we are doing to 
contribute to climate change. We must 
live by example to the world around us 
by the way that we outrageously care for 

the environment and seek to heal our 
home, our World, God’s gift to us. And 
as we do this, we become a part of 
God’s redeeming story. Jesus is calling 
his people to live their lives in a way that  
cares and has compassion for the least, 
the last and the lost; not just for 
humankind but for the whole of His 
creation.  
 
At the beginning of the Church’s year, 
how about we make a new year 
resolution?  To care for those less 
fortunate than ourselves, and to make 
changes that will help us to be more 
careful of God’s creation. I know that I 
can’t save a whole rainforest all by 
myself, but I can make changes that will 
help. If we all make whatever changes 
we can, that might add up to a 
rainforest? As a friend of mine once said, 
you can swallow a whole mountain one 
bite at a time.  
 
I’ve included a leaflet in this magazine 
about an initiative called the Reverse 
Advent Calendar. The point is that, 
instead of opening gifts for ourselves 
every day through December, we put a 
gift for the food bank in a box or a bag. 
These are just suggestions, there are 
lots of other things that you could put in 
the box, so long as they aren’t 
perishable. Then on Christmas Eve, we 
donate them to the food bank. We have 
a collection box in church. It usually has 
a few items in it. If an average 
congregation of about 20 or so people 
each Sunday all did the Reverse Advent 
Calendar, that would be around 500 
items for people who don’t have what 
we have. Wouldn’t it be great to see that 
half full box at the back overflowing 
come Christmas? I think that would 
make God very happy on his birthday. 
  



 



  

Week 
Commencing 

Time and 
Location 

Service First 
Reading 

Second 
Reading 

Gospel Psalm 

Sunday 1st Jan  
Naming/Circumcisi
on of Christ 

 
Baldwin  18.30 

 
Carol Service 
(readings to be 
agreed) 

Numbers 
6: 22-end 
 

Gal 4:4-7 Luke 2:15-
21 

8 

Sunday 8th Jan 
Baptism of Christ 

Marown  10.30 
Baldwin  18.30 

Plough Sunday 

BCP Holy Comm 
Isaiah 
42:1-9 

Acts 
10:34-43 

Matt 3:13-
17 

29 

Sunday 15th Jan 
2nd of Epiphany 

Marown  10.30 
Baldwin  18.30 

CW Comm +choir 
CW Evening Prayer 

Isaiah 
49:1-7 

1 Cor 1:1-
9 

John 1:29-
42 

40:1-12 

Sunday 22nd Jan 
3rd of Epiphany 

Marown  10.30 
Baldwin  18.30 

Morning Praise 
CW Communion 

Isaiah 9:1-
4 

1 Cor 
1:10-18 

Matt 4:12-
23 

27:1-11 

Sunday 29th Jan  
4th of Epiphany 

Marown  10.30 
Baldwin  18.30 

Joint w Chapel here 
TBA 

1 Kings 
17:8-16 

1Cor 1:18-
31 

John 2:1-
11 

36:5-10 

  

This December 
issue marks four 
years since I took 
over the Parish 
Magazine. Thank 
you to everyone 
who has been kind 
enough to say how 
much they enjoy 
it.  Heather

 



‘And wherever you may live in the United 
Kingdom, or in the realms and territories 
across the world, and whatever may be 
your background or beliefs, I shall 
endeavour to serve you with loyalty, 
respect and love, as I have throughout 
my life.’  
 
These are King Charles III’s words from 
his TV broadcast following the death of 
Queen Elizabeth. They reflect the 
Queen’s own commitment to serve the 
nation for 70 years. They also express 
the continuity of monarchy: ‘The Queen 
is dead. Long live the King!’  However, 
continuity doesn’t mean that things 
remain the same. King Charles III will 
face different challenges to the Queen, 
but the same God works His purposes 
through each of them. At his death, King 
David spoke these words to his son 
Solomon: ‘Be strong and observe what 
the Lord your God requires: walk in 
obedience to him…Do this so that you 
may prosper in all you do and wherever 
you go.’ (1 Kings 2:2,3) These are words 
for our new King and ourselves, as we 
seek God’s will in a time of uncertainty. 
 
King Charles III has demonstrated his 
ability to get alongside people to ‘see the 
value of each person as God sees them.’ 
(Archbishop of Canterbury). He is also in 
touch with the important issues of the 
day. He has provided young people with 
opportunities to change their lives. He 
understands the life of the poorest in our 
society, and he is passionate about the 
state of our planet. Let’s pray for our 
king, as he faces new challenges and 
opportunities: As St Paul says: ‘I urge, 
then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made 
for kings and all those in authority, that 

we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness. (1 Timothy 
2:1,2). 
 
We have a unique system in this country 
that links the King to the Church. The 
new King has made an oath to uphold 
the Presbyterian Church in Scotland and 
is the Supreme Governor of the Church 
of England. The sovereign holds the title 
'Defender of the Faith. It was originally 
given to Henry VIII by the pope for 
defending the Roman Catholic faith. It 
was later claimed as a title for defending 
the Protestant religion. These are legal 
roles and titles which bind the Crown, 
Parliament and Anglican churches 
together.  The King appoints 
Archbishops, Bishops and Deans of the 
Church of England, who then swear an 
oath of allegiance to the monarch.  
 
Some people might ask if the Church or 
any part of it needs to be so closely 
linked to the State. Some say that the 
purpose of having an established Church 
is so that Parliament can protect the 
Church from itself. Though the numbers 
of people having an allegiance to the 
Church of any kind is falling, still many 
people turn to the Church at times of 
personal and family troubles and 
celebrations. King Charles has solemnly 
promised to uphold the Church and 
spoken of his personal faith. We do not 
know what the future of this country or 
the Church will be, but we can influence 
it by prayer. We should pray for those in 
authority, whether we agree with them 
or not. It may not be a perfect system, 
but it is probably as good as we can get, 
until our Saviour establishes his Kingdom 
on earth for ever. 

  



Help your hedgehogs this autumn 
With our warmer British autumns, 
hedgehogs now tend to begin 
hibernation later – in December or 
January. In the meantime, it is critical 
that they build up enough body weight 
to get them through those lean, bleak 
weeks of January to April… so now is the 
time to help them, by feeding them. The 
hedgehog is carnivorous and, in the wild, 
lives on a diet of beetles, earthworms 
and other invertebrates. But in the 
winter, the bugs are dead or buried, and 
the worms deep underground. So – a 
hedgehog would appreciate your help!  
But don’t put out milk and bread – both 
are actually bad for hedgehogs. Instead, 
they will thrive on tins of dogfood or 
non-fishy cat-food and water. And while 
your spiny guests are noisily munching 
their dinner, you can prepare a 
bedroom, should they decide to move in.  
A nice deep compost heap will keep a 
hedgehog warm.  It is also possible to 
buy hedgehog hibernation nests – ask 
our local wildlife centre or the RSPCA for 
details.    
 

Has covid changed your 
personality? 
It may well have done – especially if you 
are a young person. A recent study has 
found evidence that the pandemic may 

actually 
have 
changed 
the way 
they 
think, 
feel and 
act. 

Researchers at Florida State University 
College of Medicine found that young 
people have become more prone to 
stress and less cooperative with others. 
Other social personality traits such as 
extraversion, openness, agreeableness 
and conscientiousness, have also 
declined.  
 

Freeze your leftover food, advises 
Sainsburys 
During the cost-of-living crisis, shoppers 
should learn to freeze everything from 
eggs to herbs to yoghurt, according to 
the supermarket’s latest advice. The 
average family wastes £60 a month by 
throwing food away, according to the 
waste charity WRAP. “If it were a 
country, food waste would have the third 
largest carbon footprint in the world, 
behind only the USA and China,” 
Catherine David, from WRAP, said. 
Sainsburys says that just one in ten of us 
even know that it is possible to freeze 
eggs.  The most commonly thrown-away 
food includes breads, milk and salad.   
 

Entertaining at home is making a 
comeback 
With the cost-of-living crisis starting to 
bite, more and more of us are choosing 
to share meals with our friends at home, 
rather than pay the soaring costs of 
eating out.  John Lewis has noticed the 
trend, as its sales of tablecloths, 
crockery and dining tables are on the 
increase. Tables and chairs are up by 28 
per cent, dinner sets up by 34 per cent, 
and wine glasses and champagne flutes 
up by 88 per cent. In a recent survey, 
John Lewis found that four in ten of us 
have held a dinner party in the last 12 
months, while six in ten of us say we 
want to host even more in future. A 



spokeswoman for John Lewis says: 
"Entertaining at home is definitely on the 
rise, and we predict that more customers 
will be making memorable moments at 
home with friends and family over the 
coming months.”  
 

First sermon in British Sign 
Language at St Paul’s Cathedral 
 
A Baptist minister, the Revd Sue 
Whalley, has recently delivered the first 
ever known sermon in British Sign 
Language (BSL) at St Paul's Cathedral. 
The invitation grew out of a meeting in 
London between Deaf Church Leaders 
and Church of England Clergy. Building 
on the momentum of the BSL Act last 
April (when British Sign Language was 
accepted as an official language in 
England and Wales), it was suggested 
that a Deaf person preach at St Paul’s 
Cathedral. A maximum of 30 Deaf 
people were expected to attend 
alongside the hearing visitors to the 
cathedral. But instead, 60- 70 Deaf 
people turned up, “highlighting the 
importance and significance of the 
event.” 
 

How long should you sleep when 
you are over-50? 
The amount of sleep you get each night 
can have a huge impact on your health. 
A recent study has found that middle-
aged people need at least seven hours a 
night. This reduces their risk of 
developing various serious health 
conditions including cancer, diabetes, 
and arthritis. This contrasts with the 
effect of having only five hours of sleep 
a night. People over 50 who slept for 
five hours were found to be 30 per cent 
more likely to have chronic diseases, 
including depression, liver disease, 

stroke, heart disease, diabetes, cancer, 
and Parkinson’s. The researchers were 
based at University College London 
(UCL). 

 
The special gift of Christmas for 
people living with dementia 
Christmas time, with its music and 
traditions, offers a special gift to people 
living with dementia. Christmas can be a 
powerful reminiscence therapy, 
especially for Christian believers, who 
will have long term memories of past 
Christmases, even though their short-
term memory (working memory) has 
faded.  So says Louise Morse, a cognitive 
behavioural therapist and author of 
several books about dementia and old 
age. So, this Christmas she is urging 
families who have someone with 
dementia to use those long-term 
memories and help a loved one who is 
suffering memory loss. Louise explains: 
“Reminiscence therapy helps us recall 
the past as a means of owning it, and 
strengthens a sense of self. Grandma 
may have only a tenuous grasp of 
herself in the present, but in the past, 
she knew who she was – and therefore, 
still is.” The effect of music on the brain 
is well known, and so Louise Morse 
urges that traditional Christmas music 
can play a big part here. She quotes a 
line from the hymn ‘O Holy Night’, when 
‘the soul knows its worth.’  She says: 
“And bound up in Grandma’s memories 
of Christmas will be worship. Worship 
unites us with God, and we enter into 
His peace.”  
 
Louise Morse also advises other music. 
“There are also the popular songs 
Grandma would have heard in her day, 
like Bing Crosby’s ‘White Christmas’. 
Perhaps record a selection and play 
them through wearable earphones. Also, 



don’t be surprised if she ‘time-travels’ 
temporarily to a familiar place in the 
past. If this happens, “don’t ask them, 
‘do you remember?’ or even say, ‘I 
remember when,’ because it will 
challenge and disturb your loved one. 
Instead, when showing family 
photographs or memorabilia to them, 
simply frame the memory with 
enthusiasm and warmth by saying, ‘that 
was the day our Kevin ….’ Or ‘this came 
from Aunt Mabel when …’    
Louise Morse is a writer and speaker for 
Pilgrims’ Friend Society 
(www.pilgrimsfriend.org.uk)  
 

 

Mothers’ Union partners 
campaign against domestic abuse 
Mothers' Union has teamed up with 
Women's Aid in a campaign to help draw 
attention to end domestic abuse. The 
campaign aims to highlight the fact that 
1.6 million women in England experience 
domestic abuse every year. Three 
women are killed each fortnight by a 
current or ex-partner. And one in every 
seven children will have to live with 
domestic violence at some point in their 
childhood.  As Bev Jullien, CEO of 
Mothers' Union, says: “It's what happens 

behind closed doors which is so very 
worrying. Domestic abuse takes many 
forms. As well as the bruises and 
violence, which is absolutely shocking, 
it's restricting access to money, it's 
tracking your partner online, it's 
controlling who they speak to. It's very 
much about exercising power over those 
who are closest to you. Of course, the 
longer it continues, the more impact it 
has on any children in a relationship as 
well. "God created man and woman as 
equal. He teaches us to love one 
another, and those core principles 
should lead us all to be in healthy 
relationships and help others to be so 
too." More details at: 
https://www.mothersunion.org/partners
hips/womensaid 

 
A mother took her young daughter to 
visit Father Christmas in his grotto at the 
garden centre. He greeted the youngster 
merrily and asked: “And what would you 
like for Christmas?" The little girl stared 
at him, open-mouthed with horror. 
“Didn't you get my email?!"  

http://www.pilgrimsfriend.org.uk/
https://www.mothersunion.org/partnerships/womensaid
https://www.mothersunion.org/partnerships/womensaid


 
Our Saviour said: ‘When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of his glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. 
Then the king will say to those at his 
right hand, “Come, you that are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.” .Then the 
righteous will answer him, “Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?” 
And the king will answer them, “Truly I 
tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.” 
 
Have you ever made a flat pack piece of 
furniture?  You know that bit when you 
get to the end and you have a number 
of small, but undoubtedly significant bits 
left, and you have no idea what to do 
with them, so you stick them all in 
somewhere so that they aren’t lost?  
Well the last Sunday of the Church year 
is a bit like that. Everything seems 
poised to kick off the following week 

with Advent.  But the last Sunday before 
Advent is the feast day of the celebration 
of Christ the King. But for many years, 
people have also thought of today as 
‘Stir-up Sunday’.   
 
Now, this doesn’t mean that it’s a day 
where it is ok to go around annoying 
everyone and ‘stirring them up’.  
Traditionally it is the day when families 
gather together to prepare the Christmas 
pudding.  We do not actually get the 
name from ‘stirring the pudding’: it gets 
its name from the Book of Common 
Prayer. The Collect of the Day for the 
last Sunday before Advent starts, “Stir 
up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of 
thy faithful people”. But since Victorian 
times it has become strongly associated 
with the family custom of preparing for 
Christmas together by making the 
Christmas pudding, an essential part of 
most British Christmas dinners 
 
The Christmas pudding as we know it is 
said to have been introduced to Britain 
by Prince Albert, husband of Queen 
Victoria, however it is thought that a 
version of the pudding was well known 
long before that. Tradition has it that the 
pudding - in its most recent form, 
inherited from the Victorians would be 
made from 13 ingredients, to symbolise 
Jesus  and his 12 Disciples.  On Stir-Up 
Sunday, families gathered together to 
mix the pudding.  Each member of the 
family took a turn in stirring the mixture 
whilst making a wish.  The pudding 
should be stirred from east to west – 
clockwise - in honour of the Magi who 
came from the east to visit the baby 
Jesus.  Sometimes various trinkets were 
hidden in the pudding, each with their 
own special meaning which was 



supposed to forecast the year ahead for 
the recipient.  Finding a ring represented 
a prospect of marriage, while a thimble 
or a button would mean being single for 
the next year.  A wishbone would mean 
good luck and of course a coin would 
mean financial security. Although if the 
diners were not vigilant about what they 
were putting into their mouths, the most 
likely forecast would be an imminent 
visit to the dentist with a broken tooth. 
 
So why, you may be asking yourself, 
with all of the topics available for me to 
talk about, am I waffling on about 
Christmas puddings?  For one thing, we 
have been living through a very strange 
year, and it seems to me that family 
values, and spending time in doing 
things with those we are close to, has 
helped us to get through this year, 
whether it be sharing time with our 
loved ones face to face, or virtually, as 
we link up with them through 
technology.  But at the same time, there 
are significant numbers of people out 
there who are more lonely than they 
have ever been, leading to a significant 
increase in mental health issues and 
suicide.   
 
But imagine, if you will, that you have  
set about your cooking as your domestic 
science teacher tried to teach you at 
school.  You have prepared your cooking 
pans, you’ve weighed out all of your 
ingredients, and they’re all lined up in 
front of you just as if you’re about to do 
the Technical in the bake off.  If we’re 
sticking with tradition, we’ve got 13 
ingredients, which might be sultanas, 
raisins, demerara sugar, currants, glacé 
cherries, stout, breadcrumbs, sherry, 
suet, almonds, orange and lemon peel, 
brandy and mixed spices.   
 

We combine them all together, stir them 
up like billy-o, and cook them.  Hey 
presto!  We have our Christmas pudding.  
But now that we have made the 
pudding, it is nigh on impossible to 
separate it out into the original 
ingredients again.  Sure, you can pick 
out some things, like the cherries, the 
sultanas and the almonds, but there’s no 
way you can find the spices, or the 
stout, or the suet.  Today, goats and 
sheep look very different.  If faced with 
a large group of goats and sheep, I 
imagine that most of us could make a 
fairly good fist of separating them out.  
Not least because the goats seem to 
bounce up and down quite a lot.  But it 
wasn’t so easy in biblical times.  The 
goats and the sheep looked very similar.  
And it was pretty common to have them 
all together in large numbers.  In 
Hebrew life the flocks of sheep and 
goats had many uses.  Both animals 
were a source of milk, meat, and fabrics. 
A rich man could have as many as three 
thousand sheep and a thousand goats.  
So given the numbers that we are 
probably talking about, and their 
similarity in looks, separating them out 
would have been fairly challenging.   
 
One of the main differences between 
sheep and goats is how they forage.  
Sheep are grazers; they ramble slowly 
eating short plants close to the ground. 
Goats are browsers; they look for leaves, 
twigs, vines, and shrubs. Because they 
browse, goats spend a lot of time 
investigating things. They appear to be 
more interactive with the environment.  
In other words, you can tell them apart 
because of the way they act, by what 
they do, by their characters.  For as 
Jesus  says, in Matthew chapter 7 ‘A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can 
a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree 



that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. Thus you will 
know them by their fruits’. 
 
Now, we’re not saying here that God 
doesn’t like goats.  As in many cases, 
Jesus is using topics that the people 
were familiar with, to help them to 
understand what he is teaching them.  
In this case, many of his hearers would 
have seen, or even taken care of, the 
large flocks of sheep and goats, and 
would realise the point  – that the 
difference in behaviour between the two 
groups in the parable, will be taken into 
consideration at the final judgement.   
 
One group is merciful, kind, generous, 
loving and willing to do whatever it 
takes, even at their own expense, to 
help out another fellow human in true 
need. Jesus regarded this group as 
personally affecting him and he accepts 
them as his own.  This group, which the 
parable calls the sheep, inherit God's 
kingdom.  The other group, called the 
goats, is selfish, self-centred, self-
absorbed and self-seeking. Jesus does 
not claim ownership or responsibility 
over the goats. They are those who are 
rebellious and stubbornly refuse to 
follow anyone anywhere. They are 
rejected in the judgment. 
 
So it will be for us on the day of the 
coming of the Kingdom of God.  Christ, 
the Lord and King of the entire universe, 
who created all and is in all, will sit on 
the judgment seat, judging all, and more 
specifically, judging us. And not just on 
how we seem to look and act on that 
particular day. Because He knows fully 
and completely every thought, every 
word, every act, of our entire lives. 
Nothing is outside His knowledge.   
 

We cannot buy our place in heaven with 
good works or giving to the needy, the 
door was opened up for us by Jesus, and 
only he could do it.  But he will expect 
us to have lived so that we can be 
known as his by our behaviour. We may 
not have any trouble proclaiming our 
allegiance to Jesus’ kingship, even if we 
do not fully understand what that might 
mean. Rather the problem is living as if 
we believed that Christ is King, that our 
allegiance to him transcends every other 
allegiance. Jesus our Redeemer sits at 
the right hand of God and he rules over 
all our lives. We owe him our lives as 
living sacrifices, holy and acceptable in 
his sight. We are in service to him.  
 
Do we have in the forefront of our minds 
the fact that we have a King who is with 
us all the time? Do we make everything 
right for Him, so that he is pleased by 
our preparations? Do we live the way 
that he has told us he wants us to live? 
Are we excited about spending time with 
him? Or do we forget about him, apart 
from a short time on Sunday mornings? 
‘For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself 
will search for my sheep, and will seek 
them out. As shepherds seek out their 
flocks when they are among their 
scattered sheep, so I will seek out my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the 
places to which they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their 
own land; and I will feed them.’ In the 
much altered world of 2022, acts of 
kindness and support to one another 
have never been more important.   
 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are members 
of my family, you did it to me.”  
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