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Dear Friends and Parishioners  
By the time you read this edition of 
our parish magazine, Advent will 
have begun and Christmas will be 
rapidly approaching.  This year the 
Church of England seasonal theme is 
‘Comfort and Joy’, much needed 
after the circumstances of the past 
months. 
 
Comfort and joy are two important 
aspects of our Christian faith.  
Throughout the psalms, God 
comforts the faithful in times 
of distress (Ps 46:1-2).  Jesus 
urged the crowds that 
gathered round to cast their 
cares upon him and they 
would find rest (Matthew 
11:28).  St Paul wrote to the 
Christians in Corinth of God’s 
comfort and compassion. (2 
Cor 1:3-4)  Joy is an 
accompanying quality of the 
Christian life.  The prophet 
Nehemiah speaks of it as a strength 
(Neh 8:10).  St Paul says joy is one 
of the gifts of the Spirit (Gal 5:22).  
Shortly we will be singing ‘Joy to the 
world’ at our carol services pointing 
to the birth of Jesus as saviour. 
 
Comfort and joy have been chosen 
as Advent and Christmas themes this 
year to hold together the hope that 
this season brings through the 
Incarnation.  Jesus’ birth at 
Bethlehem is a sign that the world 
has not been abandoned.  The God

 
 who loved us into creation sent His 
Son to save us from total separation 
from God through sin.  Our salvation 
will be complete when Jesus returns, 
signalling the full and permanent 
reign of God on earth as well as in 
heaven. 
 
2020 has been such a strange and 
difficult year that many people will 
find it hard to celebrate Christmas as 
fully as in the past.  Even here in our 

island, families face 
separation from loved ones, 
possible economic hardship 
and the anxiety that the 
virus will spread again.   
 
Besides our Christmas 
services (details in this 
magazine and on our 
website and Facebook page) 
you can receive Bible 
passages, prayers and 

reflections by visiting the Church of 
England website 
(www.churchofengland.org).  There 
are many resources to download, an 
app for your mobile phone or you 
can get a printed booklet from me.   
 
As we look ahead with faith, hope, 
comfort and joy I wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas. 

 
Love and blessings 

Canon Janice 
  

http://www.churchofengland.org/


  



 

"And behold, you shall conceive in your 
womb and bring forth a son and call His 
name Jesus…”  (Luke 1:31) 
  

On 8th December Roman Catholics 
celebrate the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary.  While other 
denominations may not venerate Mary in 
the same way, we can still learn so much 
from the Mother of Jesus.   
 
Trust  A woman’s trust can only be built 
on an intimate relationship and strong 
communication over time.  Mary 
therefore must have had a relationship 
with God for years prior to the visit by 
the angel Gabriel. She would have 
known the Jewish scriptures of the 
coming Messiah, and this enabled her to 
recognise God's will in the voice of the 
angel. (Luke 1:26-38) She trusted Him 
because she already knew Him. 
  

Willingness to obey  She was willing 
to surrender to God's will, without even 
asking why He had chosen her. "Let it be 
to me according to your Word." (Luke 
1:34) Her asking how this might happen 
only reflected her willingness to obey 
Him. "How will this be,” Mary said, “since 
I am a virgin." (Luke 1:34)  
  

Testimony  It’s one thing to say we 
believe God, but far harder to go and tell 
somebody about Him.  Yet Mary did just 
that: “At that time Mary got ready and 
hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, where she entered Zechariah's 
home and greeted Elizabeth” (Luke 1:39-
40).  And her cousin saluted her faith: 

 
“Blessed is she who has believed that 
what the Lord has said to her will be 
accomplished”. (Luke 1:45) 
 
Worship  Finally, Mary worshipped, her 
poetic song full of love and reverence for 
God:  "My soul magnifies the Lord, my 
spirit rejoices in God my saviour..." (Luke 
1:46)  
  

This Christmas, as we remember Mary, 
let us reflect on what has God been able 
to conceive in us lately.  The Bible is 
clear that Jesus wants to implant His 
Holy Spirit into each one of us, so that 
we may live our lives in His presence, 
grow to become more like Him, and fulfil 
His particular will for our lives.  Like 
Mary, our prayer can also be: “Let it be 
to me according to your Word" (Luke 
1:34) 
 

 
  



12 ways to avoid stress this 
Christmas 
 Change your expectations this 

Christmas. Don’t waste time 
lamenting what should have been. 
Instead, try and enjoy whatever is 
possible this year. 

 Make lists. Include sending cards, 
buying presents and organising food 
for the big day.  Having lists helps 
keep you in control of your life – and 
it makes you feel good when you can 
tick off things you’ve done. 

 Set a reduced budget this year. With 
a pandemic raging, this no time to 
take on Christmas debt. If you can’t 
pay for it this month, probably best 
not to buy it. 

 Exercise each day - it releases 
happiness-inducing serotonin.  That 
will help you to keep calm and 
positive over the festive period. 

 Don’t overindulge.  Too much alcohol 
and rich food won’t improve your life. 

 Keep calm and keep kind – urge your 
family members to try and avoid any 
flare up of family tensions.  If you 
need to cry, cry, but then keep on 
keeping on. 

 Remember those everyday essentials: 
batteries for new toys, toilet paper, 
milk, paper towels.  Those things you 
never think about – until they are 
gone. 

 Entertain the kids: plan ahead various 
films, games and whatever it takes to 
give them a memorable Christmas.   

 Make the most of Zoom this year with 
far-flung relatives and friends. 

 Most of all, include God in your 
Christmas! This is His Son’s birthday - 
include Bible readings and carols in 
your family routine over the festive 
period.  

How many Christmas carols do 
you really know? 
Here is a challenge:  why not spend 
some time learning the words to 
traditional carols this year?  Polls have 
found that too many of us know the title 
of a carol and the tune and the opening 
line or so, but then we have to make it 
up.  This year you probably have more 
time at home, so get going! 
 
How to impress the cat this 
Christmas 
If you are going to spend Christmas in a 
house with a resident cat, it may be 
worth knowing how to win its favour on 
the big day.  Recent research at Sussex 
University has found that humans 
become more attractive to a cat when 
they slowly blink at it, and mimic what is 
known as a ‘cat smile.’ 
 
Cats are more likely to slow-blink at their 
owners after their owners have slow-
blinked at them.  Cats are also more 
likely to approach an outstretched hand 
after a person has slow-blinked the cat.  
As one professor said, this is something 
‘you can try yourself with your own cat 
at home, or with cats you meet in the 
street.  It’s a great way of enhancing the 
bond you have with cats.’  Try narrowing 
your eyes at them as you would in a 
relaxed smile, followed by closing your 
eyes for a couple of seconds.  You 
should find they respond to you in the 
same way.  You might even start a sort-
of conversation. 
  



 
1. Which London based employer invited 

job applications from weirdos and 
misfits?  

2. Which famous actor who died this 
year is associated with the phrase “I 
am Spartacus?”  

3. In February the Church of England 
advised against the practice of 
‘intinction’ – what is it? 

4. In a world “where you can be 
anything, be ______” – what did 
actress Caroline Flack on Instagram in 
December 2019 suggest? 

5. What were we supposed to do in 
March while singing the National 
Anthem or Happy Birthday twice?  

6. This year was a leap year. What do 
we call other years? 

7. Which village in the Peak District is 
associated with self-isolation during a 
middle ages outbreak of the ‘black 
death’ plague? 

8. How long, is quarantine, judging by 
its name? 

9. How many countries launched space 
rockets to Mars this year?  

10. Who, in their resignation letter in 
August, on Twitter posted, “I have 
championed our work, built our 
relationships and celebrated the 
diversity of our staff… and will always 
be an ambassador for the UK” after a 
four year career in Downing Street 
which had included scraps with a 
neighbour?  

11. Which day is the furthest away 
from Christmas Day? 

12. What was the Battle of the Tennis 
Court and why was it remembered in 
August? 

 
13. The BBC banned singing the lyrics 

from which song from the Last night 
of the Proms, because they felt it was 
linked with slavery and colonialism? 

14. The 400th anniversary of which 
epic voyage was commemorated this 
year? 

15. What is the name of Joe Biden's 
wife?   

16. How did Captain Tom Moore raise 
more than £32million for the NHS? 

17. Which footballer campaigned for 
free school meal vouchers to be 
extended in 2020? 

 
   

Answers 
1. 10 Downing Street 
2. Kirk Douglas 
3. Dipping the communion wafer into 

the wine 

4. Kind 

5. Wash our hands whilst singing happy 
birthday twice. 

6. Common years 

7. Eyam 

8. Forty days.  The word derives from 
the Italian expression quaranta giorni. 

9.  The United States, Europe, Russia 
and China have all launched space 
rockets to Mars this year 

10. The Foreign Office cat, Palmerston, in 
his resignation letter in August on 
Twitter 

11. Boxing Day, (because you can’t travel 
backwards in time). 

12. It  was part of the Burma Campaign 
during the Second World War. It was 
remembered in August as part of VJ 
commemorations. 

13. Rule Britannia.  The decision was 
since reviewed. 

14. The Mayflower  
15. Dr Jill Biden 

16. He walked 100 laps of his garden. 

17. Marcus Rashford. 



  

 
Week Commencing Time and Location Service 

Sunday 6th Dec  
2nd of Advent 

Marown  10.30 
Foxdale  11.00 

Baldwin  18.30 

BCP Morning Prayer 
Messy Church 

BCP Communion 

Sunday 13th Dec 
3rd of Advent 

Marown  10.30 
Baldwin  15.00 

Holy Comm (BCP) 
Footpath Carols 

Monday 14th Dec 

 

Foxdale  18.00 Foxdale Village and School Carol 

Service 

Thursday 17th Dec 
 

Marown  19.00 Marown Village Carol Service 

Sunday 20th Dec 

4th of Advent 

Marown  16.00 

Baldwin  18.30 

Christingle /Carols 

Lessons/Carols 

Thursday 24th Dec 

Christmas Eve 

Foxdale  18.30 

Marown  23.30 

Christmas Holy Communion 

Friday 25th Dec 
Christmas Day 

OSR  10.30 TBA 

Sunday 27th Dec 

1st Sunday of Christmas 

Foxdale  10.00 

 

CW Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 3rd Jan  
Epiphany 

Baldwin  18.30 Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

 
 
 
 

.  



 
Our parish Ministry Team are excited to offer The Bible Course as our 
Advent study course this year. 
Produced by The Bible Society, it is an 8-week course that helps us to 
‘Explore the BIG story’ of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
Each session includes a DVD presentation, teaching and discussion time 
plus an opportunity for personal prayer and reflection.  Refreshments 

will be served at the beginning of each session. 
 
The sessions will be held on Monday evenings 7.30-9pm in Marown Church beginning on 30th November.   
They will then run every Monday except 28th December.  

30th November  Introducing the Bible 
7th December    Creation & Covenant 
14th December   Exodus and Promised Land 
21st December   Judges and Kings 
4 January     Exile and Prophets 
11th January   Jesus and the Gospels 
18th January    Acts and the Church 
25th January    Revelation and Review 

There is a course booklet to accompany the series, please let Canon Janice know if you would like a copy. 
We realise that not everyone can get to church for these sessions nor be available for all of them, so we are 
planning to offer the course on-line and as a recorded ‘catch up’ version. 
 
This is the chance to ask and have answered all those biblical questions you have never asked before! 
 

Christmas Services across the parish are as follows; 
 
Sunday 13th December   St Luke’s Church Baldwin  3pm Manx Footpath Group Carol Service 
Monday 14th December   St Paul’s Church Foxdale  6pm school and village Carol Service 
Thursday 17th December   Marown Church   7pm village Carol Service  
Sunday 20th December   Marown Church   4pm Christingle and Carol Service  
                                            St Luke’s Church   6.30pm Lessons and Carols by lamplight 
Christmas Eve                  St Luke’s Church  6.30pm Christmas Communion 
                                           Marown Church   11.30pm Midnight Christmas Communion 
Christmas Day                  Old St Runius    10.30am Christmas Day Service (no Commn) 
Sunday 27th December   St Paul’s Church Foxdale  10am Common Worship Holy Communion 
Sunday 3rd January 2021   St Luke’s Church Baldwin  6.30pm BCP Holy Communion  
  

  



 

Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell 

wrote in his 2009 book ‘Do Nothing 

Christmas is Coming’, “Christmas is one 

of the most joyful times of the year. It is 

also one of the most stressful. It is laden 

with expectations. It is often overtaken 

with grief. It might be the season of 

good will, but it can feel like the last 

straw on an already overburdened 

camel.” He added ruefully, “Wise men 

would not ride this one.” 

 
The Story is still the same! 
‘Christmas may look different, but the 
story is still the same’.  That’s the 
message for Christmas in 2020.  
Coronavirus will make our celebrations 
this year look very different from usual.  
However, the message of the baby born 
in Bethlehem is still relevant.  The angels 
announced, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to you; 
He is the Messiah, the Lord.’ (Luke 2: 
10,11).  The birth of this baby brings 
great joy and good news for everyone.  
As the king of the universe, He has come 
as our Saviour.   
 

Hope amid uncertainty 
In an uncertain world, He offers joy and 
hope, because He holds this pandemic in 
His hands.  This really is a cause for joy.  
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace to those on whom His 
favour rests.’ (Luke 2:14). We may feel 
anything but peace amid the anxieties 
over our current circumstances.  How 
can a Jewish infant born to a peasant 

family in first century Palestine bring 
peace to our lives today?  Jesus 
established peace with God through His 
death on the cross. Trusting the Prince 
of Peace for our lives brings God’s peace 
amid the huge uncertainties we face.  As 
the carol says, ‘Joy to the world, the 
Lord has come, let earth receive her 
King.’ 
 
The promise to King Ahaz in 8th century 
Judah ‘Therefore, the Lord himself will 
give you a sign: the virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son and will call Him 
Immanuel.’ (Isaiah 7:14) is fulfilled in 
the coming of Jesus at the first 
Christmas: ‘God with Us’ (Matthew 
1:23). Ahaz faced the military threat of 
Syria invading Israel, but Isaiah tells him 
not to panic. He can trust God, who is in 
control of the nation.  For us, 
Coronavirus brings deep uncertainty as 
we come to another New Year.  We live 
with the threat from the virus, economic 
uncertainty, separation from family and 
friends, the loss of loved ones and the 
anxiety that isolation brings.  Yet the 
message of Immanuel brings hope, just 
as it did for Ahaz.  Christmas changes 
everything forever.  God has declared in 
Christ that He is with us and for us, not 
absent from or against us.  His love is 
larger than our sin, fears or guilt: ‘If God 
is for us, who can be against us?’ 
(Romans 8:31). 
 

God with us 
As we prepare for the most unusual 
Christmas ever, let’s not forget: 
 God with us means: that He is on 

my side and by my side. In the 
uncertainties of life I am never alone. 



 God with us means: that 
everything will work out according to 
His plan.  My life isn’t just a series of 
meaningless occasions or mistakes.  

 God with us means: that even 
when others show they are not there 
for me, God is. 

 God with us means: when 
circumstances change, He will give 
me the strength I need. 

 God with us means: God is with 
me: He isn’t far away, but has made 
the journey into my world. Here is the 
hope for the future, once we get past 
the trees, gifts, turkey stuffing and 
pudding. 

 

Christmas Journeys 
Christmas is a busy time for travel, as 
many of us venture a great distance to 
see family or friends again.  But this year 
coronavirus has put an end to all that.  
Seeing all our loved ones this Christmas 
will be difficult, if not impossible. Soon 
we may not be travelling anywhere very 
much at all.  Even here, where we are 
very blessed with fewer limitations, we 
are all still missing our loved ones who 
don’t live on the Isle of Man.   
 
But the Christmas story is full of 
journeys.  It begins with Mary and 
Joseph travelling from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem.  Then, the shepherds receive 
news from an angel about a special 
birth.  They travel through the night, 
across dark fields and down unlit streets 
to search for the baby Jesus.  After this, 
in an eastern country the Magi see a 
new star, one that heralds a new king.  
They leave home and set out with only 
the star to guide them, and their faith to 
reassure them that Someone special is 
waiting at the end of their journey.  All 
these travellers must have wondered 
what really lay ahead.  Nothing was fully 

understood, carefully planned for, or 
safe.  They all travelled with questions 
and uncertainties.  But God had come 
unexpectedly into their lives, and 
suddenly they were given new roles to 
serve Him.  Despite worldly 
circumstances that could have crushed 
them, they stood firm and trusted God 
all the way.  These travellers’ tales tell 
us that God may suddenly enter into our 
familiar, or this year, unfamiliar 
circumstances. He may come in 
surprising ways, to prompt us into new 
avenues of service.  At first His call on us 
may be uncomfortable and challenging.  
If our response is anything like Joseph, 
Mary, the shepherds and Magi – to be 
obedient to His call in serving, 
witnessing and worshipping - we shall be 
greatly blessed and rewarded.  We are 
all on life’s journey. If we travel with 
God, He will be faithful and lead us to 
His heavenly Home. 
 

Christmas can’t come too early 
Every year it happens.  Since this 
September (or before) supermarkets, 
shops and garden centres have been 
selling Christmas jumpers, socks and 
pyjamas and all kinds of other seasonal 
merchandise.  Should we be annoyed or 
exasperated?  Should we have gone 
around reminding people that it’s much 
too early for tinsel and mistletoe?  This 
year, of all years, the answer from 
churches and Christians of all 
denominations must surely be a 
resounding ‘NO.’  As people began 
looking to Christmas for some light in 
the gloom of the pandemic and hard-hit 
businesses desperately need to increase 
their income and chances of survival it 
sounds a woefully wrong note if the 
Church is saying ‘hold back, it’s not time 
yet…’  Because Christmas is that time of 
year when increasing numbers of people 



want to come to church services and 
share in the story of the new-born King.  
It is when carols are played in shopping 
centres, and there are openings to speak 
of the meaning of the season. 
 
This year has been one like no other for 
millions of people, with little prospect of 
better news into the New Year.  So we 
need to be declaring the Christmas 
message of hope and light and joy in the 
darkness. And to be doing so at every 
opportunity.  It has been particularly 
noticeable that this year, folk seemed to 
put up their Christmas decorations and 
lights much earlier than usual.  Perhaps 
this is an outward sign of people looking 
for something to cheer them up and 
finding it in Christmas.  What could be 
more appropriate?  Have a think about 
what it is about Christmastime services 
that people love. How can we distil that 
into a socially distanced service or 
meeting, a virtual experience or into an 
envelope or maybe a box to their doors? 
 

Remember those who find 
Christmas difficult 
Of course, there are also many who will 
find it hard to be celebrating this 
pandemic year, and we must meet them 
with consideration and sensitivity.  
Archbishop Cottrell is right that 
Christmas has to be approached 
sensitively; that we need to take care in 
how we celebrate, that for many people 
who have lost loved ones and livelihoods 
during this traumatic year, Christmas will 
not be easy.  
 
We come alongside people with the 
news that the baby born in the manger 
grew up to be the Man of Sorrows, 

acquainted with grief, who experienced 
suffering and bereavement.  God, born 
as Man, who shared our pain as well as 
our celebrations, ultimately died on a 
cross to rise again.  Our mission is to 
bring a message of hope, and to do so 
with love, humility and sensitivity to a 
hurting disorientated world – one that’s 
eager for light in the gloom. 
 

Celebrating the Incarnation 
C.S. Lewis called it the Grand Miracle 
and the Central Miracle. He noted that 
“Every other miracle prepares for this, 
exhibits this, or results from this...The 
fitness, and therefore credibility, of the 
particular miracles depend on their 
relations to the Grand Miracle.”  
 
So if you can believe in Christmas – the 
incarnation of the Son of God: the 
Grand, the Central Miracle, you should 
have no problem believing the miracles 
in the Old Testament narratives or the 
miracle of the Virgin Birth, the miracles 
Jesus performed of feeding the 
multitudes, of His healing the sick, 
raising the dead, walking on water and 
calming the storms. You also need have 
no problem in believing in the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus and His ascension 
back into the heavenly realms, where He 
reigns as King of kings and Lord of lords.  
In other words, to believe the essence of 
the Christmas story is to believe the 
miracle that will open the pathway to 
faith and eternal life, a life of following 
the risen Jesus as your Lord. To 
understand and believe the truth of the 
Incarnation will not only transform your 
idea of Christmas—it will change your 
life now and your everlasting destiny. 

 



 
God is with us in our pain and 
fear’  

The Bishop of London, Rt Revd Sarah 
Mullally, has said that despite this being 
a time of “great uncertainty and 
challenge” as the world struggles to 
“overcome a devastating pandemic that 
has cut short earthly lives, destroyed 
livelihoods, and separated us from the 
people and activities we enjoy,” yet still 
“we are not without 
hope.”  Speaking 
recently in St Paul’s 
Cathedral, she said: 
“Through word, 
prayer, song and 
symbol, we are 
reminded that God’s 
love for us can never 
be destroyed. God is 
with us in our pain 
and fear and will lead 
us to a yet more 
glorious day.”  Bishop 
Sarah also praised the 
ongoing work of the “real heroes and 
heroines at work in intensive care units, 
the Emergency Department, oncology 
and elderly care wards.”  These people 
have been “giving their all, and are 
continuing to give their all, because we 
are still very much in the midst of the 
Covid pandemic.”   “Yet,” she went on, 
“The hope we have in our hearts as 
Christians is eternal. Hope that is in 
Christ will not be disappointed.” 
 

Going to church in the 
coronavirus pandemic 
Figures from the Church of England’s A 
Church Near You website, which allows 

people to search for church services and 
events, show that more than 17,000 
online services or events are now listed, 
including Sunday Communion services, 
Bible studies and morning or night 
prayer since the introduction of the 
lockdown and restrictions on public 
worship earlier this year.  Many of these 
services take place regularly and this 
figure represents a snapshot of the likely 

total number.  The 
statistics do not include the 
C of E’s national online 
weekly services broadcast 
on Sundays and shared on 
Facebook and YouTube. 
There have been nearly 
three million views of the 
national online services and 
posts about the weekly 
broadcasts have been seen 
23.6 million times. 
Contributors have included 
the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York, the 
Duke of Cambridge and 

Pope Francis.  The national online 
services are being watched by a wide 
range of ages and around one in five of 
the people viewing go to church 
infrequently or not at all.  Other figures 
in the report show that official C of E 
apps from Church House Publishing – 
the most popular being Daily Prayer, or 
the Daily Office of morning, evening and 
night prayer - have been used more than 
seven million times so far this year, up 
from five million in 2019.  
The Archbishop of York, Stephen 
Cottrell, said: “At a time when many 
have felt isolated and fearful, Church of 
England parishes and clergy have 

https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=f04b7b3d8e&e=4df330157a
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=f04b7b3d8e&e=4df330157a


broadcast thousands of online church 
services and events, seeking to bring 
comfort and hope to their communities. 
We know that tens of thousands of 
those tuning in will never have had 
contact with their local C of E parish 
before and may never have heard the 
Christian message. Their welcome 
presence is a sign of the great hunger 
we all have for spiritual meaning in our 
lives.” 

 

Parishes serving their 
communities 
Recently published Mission Statistics for 
2019 show that parishes were already 
running or supporting 35,000 social 
action projects before the pandemic, 
serving communities across the country 
from lunch clubs for older people to 
parent and toddler groups and food 
banks.  More than 
4,000 parent/carer 
toddler groups are 
run or supported by 
C of E churches, 
while more than 
5,000 churches run 
or support lunch 
clubs, coffee 
mornings or similar 
hospitality for older 
people.  The figures also show the 
extent of church support for people 
living in food poverty, with nearly 8,000 
food banks run or supported by C of E 

churches - nearly 60% of churches are 
involved in food bank provision.  Other 
figures showed 2,700 churches involved 
in community cafes, 2,400 in night 
shelters and 2,300 in holiday or 
breakfast clubs. 
 

Church of England launches its 
Anti-Racism Taskforce  
A Taskforce has been set up to ensure 
racial equality in the Church of England.  
The Anti-Racism Taskforce will carry out 
preparatory work ahead of the launch in 
Spring next year of the Archbishops’ 
Commission to address racism.  The 
Revd Sonia Barron, Co-Chair of the 
Taskforce, and a former adviser to the 
Committee for Minority Ethnic Anglican 
Concerns, (CMEAC) said: “The 
Taskforce has been set up at a critical 
time in the history of the Church of 
England, with the Black Lives Matter 
movement pushing racial justice right 
up the agenda. The Church has an 
opportunity that it cannot afford to miss 
– we cannot just pay lip service to 
issues of racism as we have done for so 
long. It is vital that we listen to all the 
different voices out there and having 
listened, fulfil our mission as a Church, 
by taking appropriate action.” 

 

Living in Love and Faith 
The Church of England has recently 
published teaching resources entitled 



Living in Love and Faith  They explore 
questions of human identity, sexuality, 
relationships and marriage.  The 
resources, commissioned by the House 
of Bishops, include a book, a series of 
films and podcasts and a course. They 
will initiate a process of whole Church 
learning, that will contribute to the  
Bishops’ discernment of a way forward 
in relation to these significant issues. 

 
Bishops warn of a ‘divided nation’ 
The Archbishop of York and the Bishops 
of Manchester and Leeds have warned 
that our poorest communities, are 
suffering disproportionately from the 
pandemic, and unless the Government 
gives more financial aid to these groups, 
it runs the risk in a rise of “disillusion 
and unrest”.  In a recent article jointly 
published in the Yorkshire Post, the 
bishops 
warn of 
the 
“terrible 
double 
whamm
y” of 
poverty 
and 
exposur
e to coronavirus, because “those in more 
deprived communities, urban and rural, 
are also most likely to be living in smaller 
and more cramped homes.” 
 

Major clergy wellbeing study 
results shared 
Insights from an ongoing Church of 
England research programme have now 
been sent to curates across the country.  
The study has found six main principles 
that contribute to the wellbeing of 
ordained ministers.  They include the 
ability to handle expectations, recognise 

times of personal vulnerability, establish 
healthy boundaries, and the importance 
of affirmation.  How Clergy Thrive will 
be a practical resource for dioceses as 
they discuss the Covenant for Clergy  

 
Over two million homes with no 
smoke alarm 
Latest government figures for 2018-19 
show that 9% of households in England 
– about 2.17 million – do not have a 
working smoke alarm.  And only 26% of 
people who do own an alarm bother to 
test it at least once a month.  This is 
despite experts warning that people are 
around eight times more likely to die in a 
fire in a home with no working smoke 
alarm.  The Local Government 
Association, which represents councils 
and fire authorities in England, points 

out that fire 
risk goes up in 
the winter 
months, as 
people use 
heaters and 
open fires.  
They strongly 
urge people to 
buy a smoke 
alarm for 

themselves, and also for any less-able 
family member or neighbour.  A fire can 
become out of control in less than two 
minutes, so what we all need is an early 
warning and a ready-made plan of how 
we will escape if it becomes necessary.  
For example, where do you keep your 
front door key, if it is a key lock?  Could 
you find it quickly in thick smoke?  The 
IOM Fire Service provides free goodwill 
fire safety advice to the public or you 
can check out the UK’s ‘fire kills’ 
campaign which has lots of advice and 
leaflets to download at 
firekills.campaign.gov.uk 
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Last Month’s Puzzle Solution 


