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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2020, 10TH-17TH MAY 
Dear Friends  

TOGETHER, LETS CONTINUE TRANSFORMING LIVES IN BURUNDI THIS CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
Global events are naturally taking precedent and mean that this year’s CAW will look completely different. Our Island 
appeal this year is to finish what we started! We have an outstanding amount of £20,450 to raise to complete our 
current projects in Burundi. I am very conscious that some of us are struggling financially (and in many other ways) in 
the current situation. So, I am posing three questions! Please help if you are able:  
 

With a donation ~ With a pledge ~ With a prayer 
THE PROJECT  

100% of funds raised goes DIRECTLY to Burundi.  
This year is about finishing the work that we 
embarked on in Burundi. We currently have two 
projects on the IOM. 
The Three Leg Beekeeping project. On the back of 
Harry’s fantastic training we are setting up a centre 
of excellence to ensure that the training is 
embedded in the community and that it is passed 
on from generation to generation.  The second 
project the Isle of Man Government’s 
International Development Partnership is a 
fantastic endeavour using renewable energy and 
gender empowerment to increase financial security 
for subsistence farmers in Burundi. You can find out 
more about this fascinating and life changing 

project here: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/fundraising/renewable-energy-and-gender-empowerment-burundi 
Full details for both projects happily available on request.  
 
Covid-19 & Burundi  
 
Burundi has not been left untouched by the virus, although at 
the time of writing (23.04.20) the impact appears to be minimal 
(10 cases, 1 death). Please include Burundi in your prayers. This 
is a place, like many others globally, that will struggle if there is 
a major outbreak.  

• Handwashing is not an easy option with very few facilities   

• Lockdown will cause starvation – if you can’t work you don’t 
eat 

• Food inflation – stockpiling inflating food prices out of the 
reach of the less affluent 

• Social distancing – not possible in cramped living conditions 
and crowded marketplaces 

• Stigmatisation – there is a lot of fear and people with, or 
suspected to have Covid, are called out and publicly shamed 

• Remote areas and clinics are not prepared for, equipped or able to cope with an outbreak.  
 
By supporting this project, you are supporting the people in one of the world’s poorest country afford the basics, 
(food, health care and education) that we take for granted in a sustainable way.  
 
Pledge! To undertake a fundraising event for the project when we are able. Or perhaps you could use your time to 
get crafty with bee creations? Green fingers - perhaps nurture seeds to sell on later? Host a cook-a-long session? art 
competition? a virtual hymn-a-thon or sing-along? For home-schooling (!) a sponsored silence??? an auction of skills 
or experiences? sponsored indoor games? get sponsored for a personal challenge?? More detail here. 
 

How to donate: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/b
urundibees 
 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/fundraising
/bees-burundi 
 
Direct to IOM Bank: Christian Aid, Sort: 55-
91-00 acc: 13045571 
 
Post: Christian Aid, Marlbrook, Kerrowmoar, 
Lezayre, IM7 2AX 
 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/fundraising/renewable-energy-and-gender-empowerment-burundi
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-04/Coronavirus%20CAW%20virtual%20fundraising%20guide.pdf
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/burundibees
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/burundibees
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/fundraising/bees-burundi
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/fundraising/bees-burundi
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WHO WILL YOU BE HELPING?  
 
This year we focus on Donate’s (phonetically pronounced 
Donartey) beekeeping journey, started in 2019 when she met the 
Island’s own Harry Owens for training. Below is some of her story: 
Donate is a cooperative coffee farmer and was invited with 10 
other women from her village to attend the one-day training Harry 
was doing with 100 beekeepers (over 2 days) in the North.  
 

“I’ve come 90 minutes by bus to get here today. I am very 
interested in today’s teaching about how to increase our colony 
and make more colonies in other hives – I want to put that into 
practice in my hives. With this knowledge I’d like to increase up to 
10 hives from my 3 hives I currently have. We didn’t know about 
checking the hives before. If we’d have known about checking the 
queen maybe 2 of the colonies wouldn’t have left. That’s why I’m 
really grateful and hopeful for the future.”  

“I would like to do the beekeeping myself but as I don’t have any 
protective clothing, we all hire an experienced beekeeper to come and 
harvest the honey for us. How can I get some protective clothing? Can I 
come to the sewing training and learn how to make it myself?” 
 
Donate was able to stay for the sewing classes provided by Anna Burden 
and Harry: 
 
 “The sewing workshop was so good! Even though I’m not a tailor I can 
still sew by hand. It was really beneficial to me. I’d like to do more 
training and get a sewing machine of my own one day!” 
 
“Thank you so much for visiting me and my hives. It was very interesting, 
and I learned even more than on the training day and how to apply them 
to my hives”  
 
When asked what she will do next: 
 
 “I will fix the frame and ask the honey hub to help me get a queen 
extractor and wax foundations. Then I will fill my other hive” 
 
 

N.B. Burundi national elections are planned to be help in the 10th of May 
in Burundi. Please hold the people in your hearts, especially on this day.  
 
Pray! 
Almighty God, who by the Word become flesh, 
Gave inherent dignity to all of humanity, By your grace,  
May we recognise your presence and the incredible privilege of encountering your image in each other.  
And grant that by your inspiration we may work continually to challenge anything that dehumanises and to amplify 
the worth and value in one another 
Through Jesus Christ our risen Lord.  
Amen. 
 

1 Peter 4:8 - 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
John 15:12 - 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 

 
 

Follow our updates on Facebook 
through Christian Aid Week: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Christi
anAidIsleofMan 

Donate 34 years old, her son 18 months 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianAidIsleofMan
https://www.facebook.com/ChristianAidIsleofMan

