
Parish of Marown, Foxdale & Baldwin  

Weekly Pew Sheet 29/3/2020 

Passion Sunday 

Today is Passion Sunday - the fifth Sunday of Lent.  It marks the beginning of a two-week period 
called Passiontide that ends on Holy Saturday – the eve of Easter Day.  The Passion of Christ is the 
story of Jesus’s arrest, trial and suffering, ending with his execution by crucifixion – albeit the full 
story ends in his glorious resurrection.  The word Passion comes from the Latin word for suffering. 
During this coming week we will turn from our more general Lenten reflections on Jesus towards 
His last days on earth as he prepared to enter Jerusalem for the final time, hailed as a saviour only 
to be condemned as a criminal. 
 
Our present local and global situation, caused by the Covid 19 virus, brings a sharp edge to our 
contemplations of Jesus suffering.  Although, very different times and circumstances, we can, 
perhaps, appreciate more this Passiontide the fear and panic, hope and expectation, uncertainty 
and tension of 2,000 years ago when Jesus was drawing closer to the end of His mission on earth.   
The crowds in Jerusalem were longing for release from a hostile, occupying enemy and some saw 
Jesus as the answer to their prayers for this come about, the Messiah delivering them from their 
time of trial.   Today, as Christians we remember this period in Jesus life because we know that 
Jesus did, and does, save us from the enemy-sin and death.   We know that we can turn to Jesus as 
Saviour in our time of trial and our Lord will hear us. 
 
I share with you now something that came to me recently via the internet……… 
 

A testimony by Dr Julian Urban, a 38-year-old doctor in Lombardy  

Up until two weeks ago, my colleagues and I were atheists…I always laughed at my parents 

when they went to church. Nine days ago, a 75-year-old pastor came to us for medical help. He 

had grave respiratory problems, but he had a Bible with him and it impressed us that he was 

reading the Bible to the people who were dying and holding their hands. 

We were all tired, discouraged doctors, psychologically and physically spent, and so we found 

that we were listening to him... We realized that we have reached the limits of what man can 

do. We need God, and we have begun to ask for his help, when we have a few moments free. 

We cannot believe that we who were fierce atheists are now seeking for interior peace by 

asking the Lord to help us... 

 The 75-year old pastor [has now] died. Despite the fact that in the last three weeks we have 

had over 120 people die in our unit, and we are all exhausted and feel destroyed, he 

succeeded, despite his own condition and our own difficulties, to bring us a PEACE that we no 

longer hoped to find. 

The testimony was gathered by Gianni Giardinelli and translated by Giuseppe Pellegrino.  

I pray that Jesus will be your strength and refuge during this time of trial, that you will find 

peace in the Lord, wisdom through the Holy Spirit and renewed in faith in our Almighty God. 

 

 



Here are some tips for helping us through these dark times; 

• Pray. 

• Light a candle, if safe, and pray for hope, faith and strength to keep loving and caring for 
each other during this time of struggle. 

• Talk about how you feel. This may be difficult if you are self-isolating, but do use the 

telephone, internet, and social media. The Samaritans are there 24 hours a day, every day, 

and it’s free to call them on 116 123 for those especially low or feeling alone. 

• Focus on the things that you can change, not on the things you can’t. 

• Look after yourself - physically, emotionally, spiritually. Plan in things that you enjoy at 

regular intervals during the day – a TV programme, a phone call, a book, a favourite dish, a 

game. 

• Look after others whenever possible. Even if only in small ways, a smile, a kind word, writing 

a letter or an email. 

Here are some on-line resources may help support and guide through these difficult days. 
www.manxradio.com/podcasts/at-your-service/ www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/church-online www.methodist.org.im/news/sthie-at-home.html www.pray-as-you-go.org/ 
www.pathwaystogod.org www.manxcatholic.org/live-stream/ 
 
A message from our Bishop Peter:  
 

It is worth recalling that the circumstances in which we live as Christians over these weeks are 
not entirely different from the way of life of the early Church, or indeed of the Church in our 
own times in places where the faith is driven underground.   Perhaps God is calling us to step 
back from what we have come to take for granted, and even to turn to a new look at our faith 
from first principles.  The risen Christ remains among us, and it may be the case that these 
weeks are a time in which unfamiliar circumstances lead us to a new recognition of His 
presence.   In the space and time now made available to us as we prepare to mark the events 
of Holy Week and Easter apart from one another, may there be a new seeking after the risen 
Lord in prayer and in discerning His will for our lives?  Give time to this, and to scripture, and 
to prayer.  Pray for one another.  Pray too for healing and restoration for those with the virus 
and receiving treatment.  Pray for all medical staff working in the NHS, including those who 
have retired and are being invited back to work. Pray for the many who are anxious and 
fearful, of whatever age, that they may know the peace of Christ.   
  
Prayer and care for our community can still be done at home - read Chapter 6 of St Matthew’s 
Gospel. 

 
 

A PRAYER IN LOCKDOWN 
The doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked. (John 20.19) 

 
Ever present God, be with us in our isolation, be close to us in our distancing, be healing in our 

sickness, be joy in our sadness, be light in our darkness, be wisdom in our confusion, be all that is 
familiar when all is unfamiliar, that when the doors reopen we may with the zeal of Pentecost 

inhabit our communities and speak of your goodness to an emerging world. For Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
 

Keep Safe and God’s Blessing, Nigel (The Deanery, Albany Road, Peel IM5 1JS) 
 
 

 

http://www.manxcatholic.org/live-stream/


For today and the week ahead………… 

We continue to pray for; Paul Lemaire, Jenny Ingham, Fleet & Joan Simpson, Bert Winckle, Tanya 
Thompson, Maud Dawson, Richard Beaumont,  Mary Stevenson, Joan Brain, Sally Lister, Eddie 
Corkill, Wilf Corkish, Les Edwards, Pat Killip, Dee & Mark Whitlock & Elaine Quayle.  
RIP Gordon Brown 
                               
Sunday 29th  
DON’T FORGET THE CLOCKS HAVE GONE FORWARD 1 HOUR, begin the day by resetting all your 
time pieces! 
 
9am, via the internet, Archbishop John Sentamu delivers an on-line service from his home at 
Bishopsthorp, York 
 
9.30am Manx radio the first of the new ‘At your Service’ ecumenical broadcasts involving ministers 
from various local churches and denominations 
 

Daily Bible readings for this week 
Please join me and the wider Christian community for morning and evening prayer 

 

Day Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Tuesday Psalm 73 
Exodus 8 v 1-19  
Hebrews 11 v 17-31 

Psalm 26 
Jeremiah 21 v 1-10 
John 11 v 28-44 

Wednesday Psalm 35 
Exodus 8 v 20-end 
Hebrews 11 v 32 - 12 v 2 

Psalm 61 
Jeremiah 22 v 1-5 & 13-19 
John 11 v 45-end 

Thursday Psalm 40 
Exodus 9 v 13-end 
Hebrews 12 v 14-end 

Psalm 43 
Jeremiah 23 v 9-32 
John 12 v 12-19 

Friday Psalm 22 
Exodus 10 
Hebrews 13 v 1-16 

Psalm 31 
Jeremiah 24 
John 12 v 20-36a 

Saturday Psalm 23 
Exodus 11 
Hebrews 13 v 17-end 

Psalm 130 
Jeremiah 25 v 1-14 
John 12 v 36b-end 

 

Pleases and thank-yous 
 
Please, amidst all that is going on, do your best not to forget our Lent observance this year of  
#LiveLent care for God’s Creation 
 
Thank you to those who have continued to make their monetary offerings to the parish.  This is 
much appreciated as there are still some bills to keep paying.  With the churches now closed you 
can ‘save up’ your envelops, if you use that scheme, until we collectively meet again, or drop them 
through the vicarage letterbox if you are passing this way on your daily exercise.  If you would like 
to know about donating via Standing Order contact either myself or our treasurer Sue Waring. 
We understand that some people may find donating difficult at the moment so please don’t let this 
become an extra burden. 

 
 



Our churches are now closed until further notice.  I will maintain regular prayer times from the 
vicarage (9am & 6pm)  I invite you to join in from your own homes at those times too so our ‘private 
prayer , silence and reflection’ coincide . If you need support  please contact me on the usual 
vicarage number 851378 or by email revjaniceward@manx.net 
 
Don’t forget our facebook page or website www.marownchurch.im 
Also the Church of England website which gives access to daily worship and the diocesan website 
and facebook page 

mailto:revjaniceward@manx.net

