Sunday 26th April 2020
The third Sunday of Easter
Our Bible readings for today are;
Psalm 116: 1-3 & 10-17, Acts 2:14a & 36-41 also Luke 24:13-35
Today we should have held our annual meetings to elect churchwardens and PCC members.
We would have reviewed the past year and looked ahead to the next twelve months. These
meetings are now indefinitely postponed until it is safe for us to gather again when our churches
have reopened.
I am delighted that our churchyards have reopened again, social distancing still applies
of course, but everyone is now free to visit the graves of loved ones.
Our ground care gentlemen will also be able to resume their duties so please do not approach
them as they go about their work. At St Paul’s Church Foxdale the builders are hoping to be on
site to continue the repairs going on there from this week so please be careful if you visit that
churchyard.
Bishop Peter is posting on the diocesan website a weekly video reflection based on the
Sunday’s Eucharistic readings.
The upcoming Bible readings will be posted on the website on the Thursday beforehand to
allow people an opportunity to reflect on the text in advance of the Bishop’s sermon, the video
will then go online every Sunday morning.
The cathedral is meeting virtually for worship on Sunday mornings 10.30am, if you would like to
join in with this worship please contact Canon Janice.
Don’t forget…
Judith Ley’s Sunday morning 9.30am broadcast on Manx Radio- ‘At Your Service’
continues. It includes music, scripture, prayers and reflections.
Churches Bookshop, this shop remains ‘open’ for telephone and email orders, please leave
messages on 01624 621593 or churchesbookshop@manx.net
They have a great range of fiction and factual books, all faith based plus CDs and DVDs to keep
adults and children entertained during this time of self- isolation.
ROOTS resources. The ROOTS community comprises churches, organisations and
individuals, using their own resources to enrich worship and learning. ROOTS is offering
additional resources to use at home during the pandemic. These are fun, informative, prayerful
and easy to use so give them a go using the links:
• Resources for adults
• Resources for families
Thank you to those who have continued to make their monetary offerings to the parish. This is
much appreciated as there are still some bills to keep paying. With the churches now closed
you can ‘save up’ your envelops, if you use that scheme, until we collectively meet again, or
drop them through the vicarage letterbox if you are passing this way on your daily exercise. If
you would like to know about donating via Standing Order contact our treasurer Sue Waring.
We understand that some people may find donating difficult at the moment so please don’t let
this become an extra burden.

Daily Bible readings for this week
Please join together with me for prayers at 9am and 6pm daily.
Where two or there are gathered, if in spirit rather than physically, God is present.
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Philip & James
the Apostles
Saturday

Morning Prayer
Psalm 96
Exodus 19
Luke 1 v 1-25
Psalm 98
Exodus 20 v 1-21
Luke 1 v 26-38
Psalm 105
Exodus 24
Luke 1 v 39-56
Psalm 136
Exodus 25 v 1-22
Luke 1 v 57-end
Psalm 139
Proverbs 4 v 10-18
James 1 v 1-12
Psalm 110
Exodus 29 v 1-9
Luke 2 v 21-40

Evening Prayer
Psalm 61
Deuteronomy 5 v 1-22
Ephesians 1 v 1-14
Psalm 71
Deuteronomy 5 v 22-end
Ephesians 1 v 15-end
Psalm 72
Deuteronomy 6
Ephesians 2 v 1-10
Psalm 73
Deuteronomy 7 v 1-1
Ephesians 2 v 11-end
Psalm 149
Job 23 v 1-12
John 1 v 43-end
Psalm 27
Deuteronomy 8
Ephesians 3 v 14-end

Time to pray…
We hold in God’s loving care people across the world affected by the Coronavirus. We pray for
vision, wisdom and compassion for those working to control the virus and move beyond
lockdown.
We pray for developing countries, already suffering so many difficulties, which do not have the
infrastructure, health services or wealth to contain the virus.
We continue to pray for refugees around the world who have fled their home countries and are
now living on the fringes of society in poverty, rejected and persecuted for daring to believe in a
better future.
We pray for our Island Community particularly our medical services, social services, care
workers, and ourselves as Christ’s people, that we may continue to help and support others,
that no one may feel isolated or alone in this crisis.
From amongst our own fellowship we continue to pray for:
Paul Lemaire, Jenny Ingham, Fleet & Joan Simpson, Bert Winckle, Tanya Thompson, Maud
Dawson, Richard Beaumont, Mary Stevenson, Joan Brain, Sally Lister, Eddie Corkill, Wilf
Corkish, Les Edwards, Pat Killip, Dee & Mark Whitlock & Elaine Quayle.
RIP Audrey Mc Neil
If you need support please contact me on the usual vicarage number 851378
or by email revjaniceward@manx.net
I will be contacting parishioners by telephone to keep in touch.
Don’t forget our Facebook page or website www.marownchurch.im
Also, the Church of England website which gives access to daily worship
and the diocesan website and facebook page.
There are lots of ways to keep in touch and maintain our worshipping life together.
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Zephaniah 3:14-end,

Psalm I 16:1-3. 10-end and Luke 24:13-35
he story from Luke is familiar - two disciples, heartbroken, grieving,
"looking sad'i trudge along the road from Jerusalem, the city which
three days earlier was the scene of so much drama. The cult that
Cleopas and his companion belonged to had been quashed when their
Ieader was unjustly tried, tortured and put to a brutal death. When the
stranger draws alongside, Cleopas tells him that they had hoped that
Jesus would be "the one to redeem lsrael'i Their dejection is palpable.
The two men are bound for Emmaus, a village whose exact location
is now lost to history. Perhaps they?e desperate for a break from

the chaos of the city, possibly they're afraid for their own

Lord, who walked alongside his disciples in their grief and
reinvented the past for them, turning tragedy into triumph,
strengthen our faith, to know that you are in the midst of
everything in our lives, too. Amen.

Stations of the
resurrection

by Richard Greatrex

on certain words that were worn

Was it just because they had
reached the familiar territory

of home, that the ground they
walked on seemed greener,
friendlier? Or had the stranger's

opening

up of the

scriptures

filled them with a fresh vision for

life? Whichever, despite

the

rigours of the journey, their steps
were lighter than when they
started. There was no hesitation
about welcoming the stranger
into their home.
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From Stations

This day of remembrance is
intended to raise awareness of
the wider consequences of the
disaster; and of the potential

dangers

in

hospitality

nuclear disaster. The events will

be familiar all of us who were

s7

nuclear

energy

all

expectations, nature is
flourishing in the Chernobyl

around at the time - the explosion

and fire at the nuclear power
station, the radioactive cloud

ofthe

of

general, for example the
accident at Fukushima in 201 1.
And, in a kind of resurrection,
despite radiation and against

United Nations in 2016 on the
thirtieth anniversary of the 1986

Resurrection: from
Easter to Pentecost.

i

on

Disaster Remembrance Day,
which was proclaimed by the

there was revelation.
Christ is risen, he is risen indeed.

deserted
settlements, the poisoned land,
people becoming sick and
dying. Deaths resulting from the
Chernobyl disaster are estimated
(depending
sources) at
between four thousand and
ninety-three thousand.

Today is lnternational Chernobyl

had been the first glimmer of
understanding, but

of

ghostly remains

Lisa Tulfer

into their consciousness. There was
no other person this could possibly
be. ln his words on the road there

USSR

and far beyond, the evacuation
of people from a large area, the

Remembrance Day

It was not so much what he

did,
but the way he did it. The gestures
were so familiar, the intonations in
his voice so memorable, the stress

that spread across the

lnternational
Chernobyl
Disaster

But then the unmistakable
command: take, bless, break, share.

Station 1O:
Supper at Emmaus

safety.

Whatever the reason for their journey, it's one of the darker moments in
the NewTestament.
So it's astonishing that the unimaginable joy that they are about to
experience will spring from the very source of their despondency. lt's
summed up by Fr Denis McBride in his book The Road to Emmaus and
Beyond, when he writes: "The past is not dead; it lingers on as a resource
for meaning or it waits for new interpretation."
Itt a wonderful idea - that, far from being fixed in history, the past can
change through our reinterpretation - the realisation that, even in the
darkest moments, when no redemption or resurrection seemed remotely
possible, God was there all the while. lt's why the writer of the book of
Zephaniah, today's alternative Old Testament reading, celebrates the fact
that"the Lord, is in your midst... The Lord, your God, is in your midst'i s7'
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