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Dear Friends and Parishioners

Thanks to Heather Paisley, our
editor, I am, for the first time,
wishing you a Happy New Year in a
‘stand-alone’ January edition of our
parish magazine. In previous years
we have had a combined Christmas
and New Year edition so we are
breaking new ground as a new
decade begins.
I wonder what the 2020s will hold
in store for us all? Will it be a
repeat of the ‘roaring twenties’? I
hope and pray, not a return to the
‘Great Depression’ of the 1920s.
Perhaps, the coming year will see a
religious revival as we finally realise
that we can’t solve all the dilemmas
of our age without God’s wisdom,
strength and guidance.
Of course, as a Church we have
already begun the new year with
the season of Advent and we are
using St Matthew’s Gospel for our
Sunday gospel readings this year.
St Matthew connects us to the
Jewish heritage to which Jesus
belonged. It is thanks to St
Matthew that we hear of the Magi
with their gifts, that we learn from
the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ about
Jesus ’ key teachings and also how
we receive many of the parables
Jesus told. We are led through all
the key times in Jesus life and left

with the ‘Great Commission’ to
carry on His ministry.
I have come across this Irish saying
which I think has a powerful
message as we begin a new
calendar year and as we commit
ourselves again to Jesus .

Take time to think - it is the source of
power.
Take time to play - it is the secret of
perpetual youth.
Take time to read - it is the foundation
of wisdom.
Take time to be friendly - it is the road
to happiness.
Take time to dream - it is hitching your
wagon to a star.
Take time to love and be loved - it is the
privilege of God.
Take time to look around - the day is too
short to be selfish.
Take time to laugh - it is the music of
the soul.

I would like to add another line:

Take time to draw nearer to Jesus - He
is the source of fulfilment here on earth
and is the guide to the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Have a very Happy and Blessed
New Year
Canon Janice

Foxdale Church

There has been a notice on the church
door for the month of December,
regarding the proposed works to repair
the ceiling and to repair the guttering,
down pipes and ‘soakaways’ to remove
water from the church walls and provide
ventilation under the church floor.
Anyone who might have had any
objection to this work has had a chance
to comment, and we now await the
outcome of a ‘faculty application’. If
successful, the work can be undertaken
and is expected to take 4-6 weeks. If
you have visited the church yard recently
you will notice that work has started on
repairing the wall between the old and
new church yard and a new base has
also been installed for the doubleskinned oil tank.
Over the past month we have:
Welcomed into the family of the Church
by Holy Baptism Annabelle Bailey
Commended into God’s eternal care and
keeping Leonard Green, Hilda Kirk,
Harold Leece and Frances Quaye
100 years of serving Wales
The Church in Wales is preparing to
celebrate 100 years of serving Wales. In
1920, the Church in Wales became an
independent part of the Anglican
Communion after centuries of being part
of the Church of England. The process
was known as ‘disestablishment’ as it
broke the link between Welsh churches
and the state with the historic Welsh
Church Act. Events being held to mark
the anniversary include celebration
services in all six of the Church’s
cathedrals and a visit by the Archbishop
of Canterbury. A Centenary Appeal has

also been launched which aims to raise
£100,000 for two charities over the next
five years.
C of E’s Environment Group calls
for greater church action on
Climate Change
The Church of England’s Environmental
Advisory Group has called for all parts of
the Church to recognise the Climate
Crisis and step up its action to safeguard
God’s creation. In guidance sent to
bishops, dioceses and church leadership
teams, the Environmental Working
Group (EWG) points to the ambitious
programme of action required, covering
everything from the Church’s buildings to
its investment assets. The paper also
highlights future mission challenges
including a need for churches to be
ready to provide sanctuary for those
affected by extreme weather events in
this country and beyond as the impact of
climate change accelerates.
With work already underway to develop
a carbon footprint tool and local energy
audits for churches, schools and houses,
the EWG says the assessment of our
carbon footprint must extend to all areas
within the overall Church of England
portfolio such as investment holdings in
farming and forestry. Several areas of
focus for 2020 have been identified,
including a Lent Campaign on the
Environment backed by the Archbishop
of Canterbury and plans for events
surrounding the UN climate change
summit, in Glasgow. Climate change
and the environment will also be a
central part of the Lambeth 2020
Conference.

On 6th January, we celebrate the Feast
of the Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
The name comes from a Greek word
that means ‘to reveal’ and what we
celebrate on this day is
that Christ was revealed to
humankind. Epiphany is
celebrated 12 days after
Christmas, so it is
sometimes known as
Twelfth Night. On this day, we mark the
coming of the Wise Men, aka Three
Kings or Magi, to visit the baby Jesus –
although many now think that Jesus was
a toddler by the time the Magi arrived,
and was not the baby in the manger that
we see in our Christmas nativity scenes.
This makes sense of the massacre of the
innocents by Herod who, according to
Matthew’s Gospel, gave orders to kill all
of the babies in Bethlehem of two years
and under.
There are many
names for these
visitors to Jesus from
the East. It used to
be that they were
known as the Three
Kings, but actually,
Biblical evidence
doesn’t support that
they were kings, and we’re not even
sure that they were men, so nowadays,
we prefer to call them the Magi, which is
what they called themselves, and also
what Matthew calls them in his Gospel.
It wasn’t until the third century that they
were called kings - by a church father,
Tertullian. Another church father,
Origin, assumed there were three - to
correspond with the gifts given, but
nowhere in the Gospels does it actually
say how many there were.

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go
on. The Magi had originally been a
religious caste among the Persians.
Their devotion to
astrology, divination and
the interpretation of
dreams led to an
extension to the meaning
of the word, and by the
first century they could have been
astrologers from outside of Persia.
Some scholars believe they might have
come from what was then Arabia Felix,
or as we would say today, southern
Arabia. Certainly, in the first century
astrology was practised there, and it was
the region where the Queen of Sheba
had lived. She had visited Solomon and
would have heard the prophecies about
how one day a Messiah would be born to
the Israelites and become their king.
Matthew’s Gospel
(chapter 2) is clear
that the Magi asked
Herod: ‘Where is
the One who has
been born king of
the Jews? We saw
His star in the east
and have come to
worship Him.’ So it
is possible that in southern Arabia the
Queen of Sheba’s story of how a Messiah
would one day be sent to the Israelites
had survived. To many people this
makes sense: that the ancient stories of
a Messiah, linked to later astrological
study, prompted these alert and godfearing men to the realisation that
something very stupendous was
happening in Israel. They realised that
after all these centuries, the King of the
Jews, the Messiah, was about to be

born. One more interesting thing that
gives weight to the theory that the Magi
came from southern Arabia is this: if you
study any map of Palestine as it was
during biblical times, you will find that
the old Arabian caravan routes all
entered Palestine ‘from the East’.
The story of the coming of the Magi
grew in the telling. By the 6th century
they had acquired names: Gaspar,
Melchior, and Balthasar. By medieval
times they were considered to be kings.
While we cannot know for sure what was
in the minds of first century Magi, a
Victorian scholar offered his own
possible explanation as to the
significance of their gifts. He was the
Rev John Henry Hopkins, an American
Episcopalian minister, who in 1857 wrote
his much-loved Christmas carol, ‘We
Three Kings of Orient Are’. Gold, said
John Henry Hopkins, was a gift that
would have been given to a king.
Frankincense had traditionally been
brought by priests as they worshipped
God in the Temple. Myrrh was a spice
that the ancients used in preparing
bodies for burial. Therefore, the Magi, in
choosing their gifts for this infant, may
have done so to honour Jesus with gold
because He was King of the Jews, with
frankincense because He was to be
worshipped as divine; and with myrrh,
because He would also become a
sacrifice and die for His people.
The Magi were probably the very first
gentiles (non-Jewish people) ever to
worship Jesus. What faith they had!
They travelled for months over difficult
terrain; they never saw any evidence of
Jesus’ kingship, His divinity or His
sacrificial death. They worshipped Him
through faith in God’s promises about
Him. Isaiah foresaw this response to

Jesus: ‘Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your
dawn.’ The Magi’s eyes of faith saw
clearly and far into the future. Compare
that with the High Priest and religious
leaders whom the Magi saw in Jerusalem
when they first arrived. These Jewish
priests knew all about the prophecies of
their own coming Messiah, but not one
of them, so far as we are told, travelled
to look for Him in Bethlehem. And it is
only six miles down the road. Are we
still searching for the Messiah? Or do
we, like the Magi, accept that he is here
– Emmanuel, God with us.

Date
Sunday 5th
Epiphany
Sunday 12th
1st Sunday of
Epiphany
Sunday 19th
2nd Sunday of
Epiphany
Saturday 25th

Time
10.00
18.30
11.15

Sunday 26th
3rd Sunday of
Epiphany

10.00
11.30
18.30

18.30
10.00
11.30
18.30
10.00

Location
Marown
Baldwin
Marown

Details
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Family Communion Plough
Sunday (bring + share lunch)
Baldwin
Holy Communion (BCP)
Marown
Holy Communion (CW) Choir
Marown
Celtic Communion (Child Groups)
Baldwin
Healing Service
St George and All Diocesan Study Day
Saints Church
Marown
Morning Prayer (CW)
Marown
Family Service (Child Groups)
Baldwin
Holy Communion (CW)

Last month’s puzzle solution

News from St Luke’s and the
Garden Notes will return in
February.

10

He was in the world, and the world
came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. 11 He came to
what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. 12 But to all who
received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man,
but of God. John 1:10 – 13
It's that time of year again. December
has come and gone and all the joys of
Christmas are put away until next year.
Having said that, in the Church year
we are still in the period of Christmas.
January 5th celebrates the feast of the
Epiphany, which commemorates the visit
of the Magi, and Christmas doesn’t
entirely finish until Candlemas at the
beginning of February. But to all intents
and purposes, Christmas has gone and
suddenly we have a new year.
But what did it all mean? What is the
real meaning of Christmas to you? Is it
the gifts under the tree, the lights in the
windows, the cards in the shops, turkey
dinners with family and friends, snow in
the yard, stockings hanging in the living
room, and shouts of ‘Merry Christmas’ to
those who pass us in the streets? It’s
lovely, but is this really Christmas? One
Christmas I received a leaflet through my
door a couple of weeks before Christmas.
It said: “want to make Christmas really
special?” Eagerly I opened it. It
appeared that to have a really special
Christmas, I had to buy a new, very
expensive, mobile phone.
But for many people, Christmas is a time
of sorrow. They don't have the extra
money to buy presents for their children,

family, and friends. Many are saddened
at Christmastime when they think of their
loved ones whose seat at the table will
remain empty – for various reasons.
Turkey dinners may be only a wish and
not a reality for some. For many,
Christmas is the time to think of Jesus
Christ as a baby in a manger.
Well, news flash - while the birth of
Christ is a special and miraculous event,
it isn't the primary focus. The central
truth of the Christmas story is this: the
Child of Christmas is God. Christmas is
not about the Saviour’s infancy; it is
about His deity. The humble birth of
Jesus Christ was never intended to
conceal the reality that God was being
born into the world. But the modern
world's version of Christmas does just
that. And consequently for the greater
part of humanity, Christmas has no
legitimate meaning at all. I don't suppose
anyone can ever fathom what it means
for God to be born in a manger. How
can we even begin to explain the
Almighty stooping to become a tiny
infant? Our minds cannot begin to
understand what was involved in God's
becoming man.
Yet He did. Without forsaking His divine
nature or diminishing His deity, He was
born into our world as a tiny infant. He
was fully human, with all the needs and
emotions that are common to us all. Yet
He was also fully God - all wise and all
powerful. The story of the first
Christmas is so beloved that singers and
storytellers across the centuries have
embellished and elaborated and woven
legends about the story in celebration.
However, most people now don't know

which details are biblical and which are
fabricated.
People usually imagine the manger scene
with snow, singing angels, many
worshippers, a little drummer boy, and a
donkey. We mustn’t forget the donkey.
But none of that – not even the donkey –
is found in the biblical account.
Christmas has become the product of an
odd mixture of pagan ideas, superstition,
fanciful legends, and plain ignorance.
Add to that the commercialisation of
Christmas by marketeers and the political
correctness swamping Christmas, and
you're left with one big mess. It’s
become a time where borough councils
try to coin a new ‘policically correct’
phrase – Winterval – and people wish
each other ‘happy holidays’. Do you
think Jews tell each other ‘happy
holidays’ at Hanukkah? No, they say
Happy Hanakkuh. Do you think that
Muslims tell each other ‘happy holidays’
as they give each other gifts to celebrate
Eid at the end of Ramadan? I doubt it.
But in all the fear of giving offence, we
forget about God. As the popular saying
has it: ‘Jesus is the reason for the
season’.
Christmas has become far too cluttered
up. For us who know and love the Lord
Jesus Christ, Christmas is a time to focus
on His birth. The great reality of the
incarnation when God became a human.
That tremendous, incomprehensible
miracle of divine energy that brought
God into human history. But even in our
lives, because of the complexity of what
is happening around us, Christmas can
be lost to us too. Satan has cluttered
almost every good Christian concept with
so much needless paraphernalia that it
gets lost. No wonder so many people
miss the Spirit of Christmas. With all the

paraphernalia and the trappings around
it, the simplicity of the birth of Christ is
drowned in a sea of paganism. Everyone
is so busy. Busy, doing all kinds of
things, but missing Christ.
But we are far from alone in that. It has
been that way from the beginning. The
first person who missed Christmas was
the innkeeper. It was right in front of
him but he missed it. He was confronted
by a pregnant woman and her husband
but he had no room for them. He missed
it not only by not letting them in to stay
with him but also by being so indifferent
that he doesn't even appear to have
called for any help for Mary when she
gave birth, a lonely birth. Middle Eastern
people are hospitable, Jewish people are
kind and caring. Where were the
midwives? Where were the people who
were supposed to care for things like
that? Where was the innkeeper? Didn't
he know anybody who could help? Didn't
his wife concern herself with this? We
don't even know where Joseph was. He
was probably not much use, even if he
was there, after all, it is likely that he
was only 15 or 16 years of age. But after
all, the prophets told us that the
Redeemer would be despised and
rejected, so it certainly all started as it
meant to go on.
Meaningless, needless, useless, human
interests squeeze out room for Christ –
then and now. Our time is demanded by
a thousand other things. We're so busy
figuring out what we want, how to get it
at the cheapest price, buying it, taking
care of it, and polishing it. How about
you and me this Christmas? Did we
spend more time shopping than we did
adoring Christ? Did we spend more
money on ‘stuff’ than we invested in His
kingdom? Have we said no to Jesus

Christ in our lives because we are afraid
of the claim He will lay on us? Because
we want to be the lord of our own lives?
The master of our own fate? Today,
some people worship money. Some
people worship sex. Some people
worship cars. Materialism, boats, power,
houses, prestige, popularity and fame,
those are the pagan gods. Those are the
idols of the 21st century. And if that is
what we are worshipping we'll all miss
out on Christmas.
Yet, Christmas can be a season of great
joy. It is a time of God showing His
great love for us. It can be a time of
healing and renewed strength. You see,
God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world
to be born. Why did He come into this
sometimes cruel and hard world? His
story is one of truth, love, and hope. It
brought salvation to all of us. Without
Jesus, we would all die in our sins.
So where on earth do we begin to put all
this back together? Well, the place to
begin is in God's Word, the Bible. Here
we find not only the source of the
original account of Christmas, but also
God's commentary on it. We can't know
Jesus if we don't understand that He is
real. The story of His birth is no allegory.
We dare not romanticise it or settle for a
fanciful legend that renders the whole
story meaningless. Mary and Joseph
were real people. Their dilemma on
finding no room at the inn surely was as
frightening for them as it would be for
you or me. The manger in which Mary
laid Jesus must have been surrounded by
things that animals were finished with,
must have smelled to, well, smelled to
high heaven. So did the shepherds, in all
probability.

That first Christmas was anything but
picturesque. But that makes it all the
more wondrous. That baby in the
manger is God! Immanuel! That's the
heart and soul of the Christmas message.
There weren't many worshippers around
the original manger—only a handful of
shepherds. But one day every knee will
bow before Him, and every tongue will
confess He is Lord.
It’s never too early to start planning for
next Christmas! Whatever the reason
you've been missing Christmas if you
receive Christ and believe in Him
Christmas will become a reality in your
life. It can happen today. That's
between you and God. You can reverse
the whole of your life in one simple
prayer of genuine faith. All that is really
necessary is for you and your heart to
say - Lord, l believe and I receive You.
Heather
Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity 2020
‘Unusual kindness’ is the theme for this
year’s Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity (18th to 25th January). The
materials for the week have been
prepared by the Christian churches in
Malta and Gozo. The phrase ‘Unusual
kindness’ can be found in the Book of
Acts and refers to the warm welcome
that the people of Malta gave to Paul
and his companions when they were
shipwrecked on the island. In return,
Paul shared the gospel with them, and
thus founded the church in Malta.
More details at:

https://ctbi.org.uk/resources-for-weekof-prayer-for-christian-unity-2020/

How well did you read the News this
year? Try this quiz and find out…
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

What is a Gillet jaune?
The famous fashion designer Karl
Lagerfield died this year leaving his
£150 million fortune to Choupette. Who
or what is Choupette?
In March an aeroplane left London City
airport flight with number BA3271 to
Düsseldorf. Where did it land?
Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelensky
won the Ukrainian Presidential election
in April. What was his job before the
election?
There was a serious fire at Notre
Dame in April. Who wrote a book in
1831 about the cathedral and to
draw attention to the restoration it
then needed?
What is Pteridomania? The Victorians
had it.
Blackpool Tower celebrated its 125th
anniversary in May 2019. What
landmark inspired it?
Which former member of the cabinet
was named after a battleship?
Which country has coins nicknamed
loonie and toonie?
Politicians talked about red lines.
What was the thin red line?
What would you use a French press
to make?
In July we were told to look out for a
“Painted Lady Summer”. What is
that?
What were male members of the RAF
allowed to grow this year that that
they have never previously been
allowed?
What were seasiders were advised to
stare at to stop them stealing chips
and bothering them?
Which person has the following titles
in other languages? (All one person)
 Leading Star

 The Son of the Big Boss
 The Sun Looks at Him in a Good Way
 The Helper of the Cows (literally he
whom the cows love so much they call
for him when they are in times of
distress)
16. Which territory did Donald Trump say
he was interested in buying for the US?
17. Where would you find a small copper
and an Essex skipper?
18. What did Goldsmiths, University of
London, ban the sale of to try to fight
global warming?

Answers to the 2019 Quiz
1.
A Gillet jaune is the yellow reflective vest
French drivers have to carry by law in their
cars. It became associated with protest.
2.
Choupette is a cat, a very rich cat.
3.
It landed in Edinburgh by mistake.
4.
He was a comedian.
5.
The Hunchback of Notre-Dame by Victor Hugo
6.
Love of ferns.
7.
Eiffel Tower in Paris.
8.
Penny Mordaunt was named after
the Arethusa-class cruiser HMS Penelope.
9.
Canada. The loonie is the type of bird featured
on the dollar coin. Toonie refers to the twodollar coin.
10. The Thin Red Line refers to an episode in
the Battle of Balaklava during the Crimean War.
Around 500 men of the 93rd (Sutherland
Highlanders), aided by a small force of
100 walking wounded, 40 detached
Guardsmen, and supported by a substantial
force of Turkish infantrymen, led by Sir Colin
Campbell, fired at the Russian cavalry.
11. Coffee
12. Lots of butterflies.
13. Beards.
14. Seagulls. (Please do not try this at home. It
probably does not work!)
15. HRH Prince Charles
16. Greenland. It was not for sale.
17. They are butterflies. You might find them in a
churchyard.
18. Beef

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust (HMDT)
encourages remembrance in a world
scarred by genocide. They promote and
support Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) –
the international day on 27th January to
remember the six million Jews murdered
during the Holocaust of World War II, as
well as the millions of other people killed
under Nazi Persecution and in the many
genocides that have taken place since.
In 2020, 27th January also marks the
anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi
death camp.
HMD is for everyone, not just the Jewish
people. Each year across the British
Isles, including the Isle of Man,
thousands of people come together to
learn more about the past and to help to
create a safer future. Together we bear
witness for those who endured those
dark days, as well as honouring the
survivors and all those whose lives were
changed beyond recognition.
Genocide does not just take place on its
own - it’s a steady process which can
begin if discrimination, racism and hatred
are not checked and prevented.
Although the risk of genocide in the
British Isles is small, discrimination has
not ended, nor has the use of the
language of hatred or exclusion. There is
still much to do to create a safer future
The theme for HMD 2020 is Stand
Together. It explores how genocidal
regimes throughout history have
deliberately fractured societies by
marginalising certain groups, and how
these tactics can be challenged by
individuals standing together with their

neighbours, and speaking out against
oppression. In the years leading up to
the Holocaust, Nazi policies and
propaganda deliberately encouraged
divisions within German society – urging
‘Aryan’ Germans to keep themselves
separate from their Jewish neighbours.
The Holocaust, Nazi Persecution of other
groups and each subsequent genocide,
was enabled by ordinary citizens not
standing with their targeted neighbours.
Today there is increasing division in
communities across the world. Now,
more than ever, we need to stand
together with others in our communities
in order to stop division and the spread
of identity-based hostility in our society.
For more information about HMD, visit
their website at www.hmd.org.uk

Mothers’ Union Marown
Branch
Dates for your Diary
January: 8th no meeting
(Community Lunch)
22nd - meeting
February: 12th and 26th meetings
March: 6th Women’s World Day
of Prayer; 11th and 25th meetings
April: 8th and 22nd - meetings

The third Sunday of Advent is known as
“Gaudete Sunday.” Gaudete is latin for
‘rejoice’ a slightly unusual slant for the
penitential time of Advent. Its name is
take from an opening chant used in
formal liturgies for services on this day.
We usually differentiate it in the Advent
Crown with a pink
candle. In the readings,
we hear about miracles
associated with the
Messianic age and what
we need to do to
prepare, because as we
know, during Advent we
look towards both the
coming of Jesus as a
baby, and also the
Second Coming of Christ. Thus it is
appropriate to rejoice as we see the goal
of the season approaching: ‘The Lord is
near’. Gaudete is pronounced with three
syllables: gau-de-te.
As we listened to the Bible readings set
for that day, I was suddenly struck by
the overwhelming image created by the
reading from Isaiah, repeated below. I
felt that it would be good to reproduce it
here, to remind us of God’s promises to
us and how wonderful that day will be,
when the whole world will be
transformed by the coming of Christ and
we finally see the full Glory of the Lord.
So much of the language used in this
passage reflects joy: ‘it will burst into
bloom’, ‘it will rejoice greatly and shout
for joy’. This speaks to me of a huge,
overwhelming happiness, not just an
everyday pleasure, but an emotion so
powerful that only shouting it aloud will
convey the sense of it. Everything is
transformed: ‘Water will gush forth in the

wilderness and streams in the desert’,
‘Then will the eyes of the blind be
opened and the ears of the deaf
unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a
deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy’.
And the redeemed will be welcomed to
walk in the way of God, on the Way of
Holiness. As those rescued by
the Lord come home to new life
in Christ, with joy and singing:
‘Gladness and joy will overtake
them, and sorrow and sighing will
flee away’. I hope that you will
read this wonderful prophesy for
yourselves, and remember how
so many of Isaiah’s prophesies
have already come true, so
accurately. As we move into a
new year, and a new decade, it seems to
me to be something to set before us as
our goal, much better than our usual,
mundane, New Year resolutions. This
year, why not resolve to ensure that we
are invited to walk the Way of Holiness?
Heather
Isaiah Chapter 35:
The Joy of The Redeemed
“The desert and the parched land will be
glad; the wilderness will rejoice and
blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into
bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout
for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be
given to it, the splendour of Carmel and
Sharon; they will see the glory of the
LORD, the splendour of our God.
Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the
knees that give way; say to those with
fearful hearts, Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come, he will come with
vengeance; with divine retribution he will
come to save you.’ Then will the eyes of

the blind be opened and the ears of the
deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap
like a deer, and the mute tongue shout
for joy. Water will gush forth in the
wilderness and streams in the desert.
The burning sand will become a pool, the
thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the
haunts where jackals once lay, grass and
reeds and papyrus will grow. And a
highway will be there; it will be called the
Way of Holiness; it will be for those who
walk on that Way. The unclean will not
journey on it; wicked fools will not go
about on it. No lion will be there, nor
any ravenous beast; they will not be
found there. But only the redeemed will
walk there, and those the LORD has
rescued will return. They will enter Zion
with singing; everlasting joy will crown
their heads. Gladness and joy will
overtake them, and sorrow and sighing
will flee away.”
Holy Bible, New International Version Anglicised, NIV
1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.

THE DIOCESE OF SODOR AND MAN
STUDY DAY

Finding Joy in Scripture and Prayer
Saturday 25 January 2020
St George’s Church, Douglas
10am-4pm

You are invited to join Bishop Peter to
come together as the people of God and
learn more about our faith. This event is
open to everyone! The Bishop invites
and encourages as many people as
possible from every congregation across
the Island to attend the Study Day.
Timetable:
10am:
Arrival and Coffee.
10.30am: Finding Joy in Scripture:
Reading it and Living in it.
12pm:
The Christian Tradition of
Pilgrimage.
12.30pm: Human Resources:
Information and Policy
Development.
1.15pm: Lunch break- please bring
your own lunch; tea and
coffee will be available.
2pm:
Finding Joy in Prayer: How
we can be renewed in Prayer
and Worship.
3.30pm: Tea.
4pm:
Depart.
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When Noah sailed the waters blue,
he had his troubles same as you.
For 40 days he drove the Ark
before he found a place to park…
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