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Dear Friends and Parishioners
The clocks have
changed, and in the
wonderful way of the
Church, as the physical
world goes into longer
periods of darkness,
spiritually we enter the
Season of Light.
During November we are reminded that our
faith in Jesus Christ takes us beyond the
darkness of death into the glorious light of
sharing in our Saviour’s resurrection.
On 1st Nov the Church remembers its
faithful servants of past generations with All
Saint’s Day on 1st November. This is the
day when we hold before God those
unknown or unnamed Christians who do not
have a ‘special holy day’ of their own as
individuals. This feast dates from the
eighth century when Gregory III dedicated
a chapel to ‘All the Saints’ on this day. The
following illustration from
David Adam serves to
remind us of the Christian
character that these
unnamed saints reflected in
their lives. A man came to a

minister and said, ‘I would
like to become a Christian’.
The minister asked the man
what had prompted this
decision; had he read a book
or heard a sermon or had there been some
life changing event? The man was rather
embarrassed, he didn’t read much and
hardly ever went to church. ‘It’s my boss’
he said, ‘we are all a tough bunch of men
but he deals with us with care, honesty and
fairness. I wanted to know why he was like
that and he told me he was a Christian. If
that is what a Christian is like then I want to
be one too.’ The best advertisement for
God and for our faith is the way we live and
witness to what we believe.

Perhaps, we will recognise some those
Christian traits as we also remember loved
ones who have died. This year our All
Soul’s Service will be on Sunday 27th
October, a little earlier than usual. This
feast day is normally held on 2nd November
and is a time for us to thank God for those
whom we love but see no more in this
earthly life. It is the point of the year when
our hope and faith in the resurrection guide
us through the dark night of grief and give
us strength to turn to the future.
Although the spectre of war has not left the
world completely, on Remembrance Sunday
we will rejoice in the peace that has
prevailed in our nation for the past seventy
four years. This year the theme of our
service will be ‘Remembering Together’.
This will include those people from the
Commonwealth Nations, the Secret
Services, Resistance Organisations and all
civilians caught up in the world wars.
This is indeed a poignant time of year.
The darkness of human activity can
threaten to overwhelm us unless we
remember all those who rose above
such evil and cruelty and led us into
lighter and brighter times. In these
three services we see how the
righteousness of God radiates through
the lives of His faithful people for the
benefit of a wider society. Whether we
think of individuals dear to us, those who
died long ago or more recently, or those
who experienced war or peace, we will
remember them with affection and honour.
I do hope you will join with us and make
these services communal acts of worship
and respect.

Prayers and blessings
Canon Janice

Foxdale Church
If you have been to the church yard
recently, you will have seen that the dead
pine tree has been removed. With the
hoist, it was quite impressive, and boards
were placed around to ensure that there
was no damage to the graves. Removal of
the lower branches of the trees by the
cremation plaques has meant a lot more
light can get through. A representative
from the insurance company – Ecclesiastical
– also visited the church this week, partly to
view the ceiling issues, and partly for a
routine inspection of the churches that they
insure. Unfortunately, we still do not have
the go ahead to do the repairs at St Paul’s
in Foxdale, so it remains closed for all use
including worship and occasional offices and
for other uses such as the Soup Lunches.
The churchyard is not affected and remains
open for visitors and burials etc.
Mothers’ Union
Mothers' Union is an international Christian
membership movement that aims to
demonstrate Christian faith through action.
It is a movement of over four million
Christians in 84 countries worldwide.
Mothers' Union is unique because its
members work as volunteers in local
communities, putting their faith into action
by acts great and small, giving individuals in
need a helping hand and enabling
communities (of all faiths and none) to have
the confidence and skills to transform their
lives in a sustainable way. The movement
was started in 1876 by Mary Sumner to
support mothers as they brought up their
children as Christians.
Mothers’ Union Coffee Morning
Marown MU is holding a Coffee Morning in
Marown Church on Saturday 16th
November in support of MU Marown
Branch. The event takes place from 10am
until 12 noon and there will be coffee and

tea, as well as home made cake, a cake
stall, raffle and MU good for sale. Tickets
cost £2.50 and can be obtained from Liz
McGurr (851473/492327) or Sue Salt
(473773) or can be bought on the door on
the day.
The Berlin Wall 1961 - 2019
It was 30 years ago this month, on 9th
November 1989, that the fall of the Berlin
Wall began. On August 13th 1961, the
Communist government of the German
Democratic Republic (GDR, or East
Germany) began to build a barbed wire and
concrete barrier between East and West
Berlin. The official purpose of this Berlin
Wall was to keep Western “fascists” from
entering East Germany and undermining the
socialist state, but it primarily served the
objective of stemming mass defections from
East to West. The Berlin Wall stood until
November 9, 1989, when the head of the
East German Communist Party announced
that citizens of the GDR could cross the
border whenever they pleased. That night,
ecstatic crowds swarmed the wall. Some
crossed freely into West Berlin, while others
brought hammers and picks and began to
chip away at the wall itself.
To this day, the Berlin Wall remains one of
the most powerful and enduring symbols of
the Cold War. In all, at least 171 people
were killed trying to get over, under or
around the Berlin Wall. The reunification of
East and West Germany was made official
on October 3rd 1990, almost one year after
the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Jesus is still in the business in breaking
down the barriers between people of
different gender, age, race and language, to
bring them together in His church: ‘There is

neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor
free, nor is there male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.’ (Galatians 3:28).

St Andrew is Scotland’s patron
saint, but who was he? What did
he do and how did he become
Scotland’s patron saint?
Andrew, whose feast day ends the
Christian year on 30th November, is
probably best known to us
as the patron saint of
Scotland, though his only
connection with the
country is that some of his
bones were reputedly
transported during the 8th
century to Fife. St Andrew
has been celebrated in
Scotland for over a
thousand years, with feasts
being held in his honour as
far back as the year 1000
AD. However, it wasn’t until 1320, when
Scotland’s independence was declared
with the signing of The Declaration of
Arbroath, that he officially became
Scotland’s patron saint. The flag of
Scotland, the St Andrew’s Cross, was
chosen in honour of him and the ancient
town of St Andrews was named due to
its claim of being the final resting place
of the saint.

In fact, there are so many legends about
him all over Europe and the Middle East
that it’s safest to stick to what the
Gospels tell us - though the strong
tradition that he was martyred by
crucifixion is probably true and is
perpetuated in the ‘St Andrew’s Cross’,
the ‘saltire’ of Scotland.
The Gospels record that he
was one of the first disciples
of Jesus, and the very first to
bring someone else to Christ his own brother. Like many
fervent Jews at the time
Andrew and an unnamed
companion had been drawn to
the desert, to be taught by the
charismatic prophet known to
us as John the Baptist, and
they became his disciples. ‘I
am the voice crying in the wilderness,’
John told the crowds. ‘Prepare the way
of the Lord! One comes after me who is
greater than I am.’ One day John
pointed Jesus out to Andrew and his
friend and described him as the ‘Lamb of
God’ and so the two young men followed
Jesus as he left that place.
It was to be a life-changing encounter.
Andrew couldn’t wait to bring his
brother, Simon, later known as Peter, to
see Jesus, telling Peter that he had
‘found the Messiah’. Later, as Simon
Peter and his crew, including Andrew
were at their fishing nets, Jesus called
them to be his disciples and become
‘fishers of men’. The little apostolic band
who would carry the message of Jesus
to the whole world was being formed.

Early church legends recount Andrew’s
missionary activity in the area about the
Black Sea and it is believed that he died
in 60/70 AD, in Patras (in modern day
Greece). St. Jerome records that
Andrew’s relics were taken from Patras
to Constantinople (Istanbul) by
command of the Roman emperor
Constantius II in AD 357. From there,
the body was taken to Amalfi, Italy (the
church of Sant’ Andrea), in 1208, and in
the 15th century the head was taken to
Rome. In September 1964 Pope Paul VI
returned Andrew’s head to Patras as a
gesture of goodwill toward the separated
Christians of Greece.

Despite the fact that St Andrew has
stood as Scotland’s patron saint for so
many years, it wasn’t until the 18th
century that the popular celebration of
his day became commonplace. The
tradition of celebrating on November
30th was, technically, not even started
in Scotland, but by a group of ex-pats in
the USA who were keen to reconnect
with their Scottish roots.

It began with the creation of the ‘St
Andrew’s Society of Charleston’ in South
Carolina, which was founded in 1729 by
a group of wealthy Scottish immigrants.
The organisation is actually the oldest
Scottish society of its type in the world.
They became famous throughout the
region for their work assisting orphans
and widows in that area. This was
followed by another society, this time in
New York, which was founded in 1756.
‘The St Andrew’s Society of the State of
New York’ is the oldest charity of any
kind registered in New York and was
founded by Scotsmen whose aim was to
relieve the poor and distressed in the
town.
From these seeds, St Andrew’s societies
have spread around the world as Scots
have travelled and settled in the far
reaches of the globe. More recently, St
Andrew’s Day has become more and
more special to Scots and ranks as one
of three major dates during the winter
period. People across the country gather
together to celebrate St Andrew and
share good times. The day is usually
marked with a celebration of Scottish
culture, including dancing, music, food
and drink, with parties going on long
into the cold winter night.

Date
Sunday 3rd

4th before Advent
Sunday 10th

Remembrance
Sunday
Sunday 17th
nd

2 before Advent
Sunday 24th

Christ the King
Next before Advent

Time
10.00
11.30
18.30
10.45
18.30

Location
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Baldwin

Details
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Messy Church
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Remembrance Service
Remembrance Service

10.00
11.30
18.30
10.00
11.30
18.30

Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Marown
Baldwin

Holy Communion (CW) Choir
Family Service (Child Groups)
Healing Service
Morning Prayer (CW)
Family Service (Child Groups)
Holy Communion (CW)

Last month’s puzzle solution

DON’T FORGET – HEDGEHOGS
HIBERNATING! Before you light
your bonfire or move any large
piles of rubbish in the garden,
there may be a hedgehog asleep
underneath. Make sure that you
check first, we don’t want any sad
and sorry tales afterwards.

Mothers’ Union Marown Branch
Dates for your Diary
November: 13th and 27th – meetings
December: 11th - Christmas lunch
January: 8th no meeting (Community
Lunch) 22nd - meeting
February: 12th and 26th - meetings
March: 6th Women’s World Day of
Prayer; 11th and 25th - meetings
April: 8th and 22nd - meetings

The war that did not end at 11am
on 11th November
Every year we remember that the guns of
the First World War ceased firing at 11am
on 11th November 1918. We imagine
universal relief at the carnage of war
finally ending, at least in the victorious
countries. The armistice was agreed at
5.10am on 11th November to come into
effect at 11am. The news was conveyed
around Europe within the hour. The
original armistice was for a period of 36
days, after which it had to be renewed.
This was done four times before the Treaty
of Versailles was signed. But the war did
not completely stop at 11am on 11th
November 1918.
The Entente had already agreed
armistices with Bulgaria on 29th
September, the Ottomans on 30th
October, and the AustroHungarian Government on 3rd
November. Germany was the
last of the Central Powers to sue
for peace. The Armistice with
Germany was agreed to come
into effect at 11am to allow time
for the news to reach
combatants. However, fighting continued
in several places during and after that
time, including on the Western Front.
General John Pershing, Commander of the
American Expeditionary Force, did not
approve of the armistice. Consequently he
gave no instructions to his commanders to
suspend any new offensive action during
the remaining hours until 11am. This gave
individual commanders latitude to
determine their actions in the last few
hours and in some quarters there was
fierce fighting up to 11am which was
difficult to stop. On 11th November alone,

nearly 11,000 sustained injuries, died, or
were declared missing, exceeding those on
D-Day in 1944. Over 3,500 of these were
American. Pershing had to face a
Congressional hearing to explain why there
were so many deaths when the hour of the
armistice was known in advance.
The message did not reach East Africa as
easily as the Western Front. For 4 years,
British, Indian and local troops, joined by
South Africans, Belgians and Portuguese,
had been trying to capture Major General
Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck, the German
commander of 14,000 men. Although he
had a much smaller army than the ones he
was facing, his practice of targeting forts
and railway lines meant he could not be
ignored. The weather, the lack of supply
lines and various other conditions
caused a high death rate amongst
local people in East Africa,
particularly from diseases, the
numbers for which can only be
estimated. A telegram sent to East
Africa from Europe could take
between a couple of hours and a
whole day to arrive. In anticipation
of the armistice, on 10th November,
the British General Staff sent a
telegram to the force in East Africa asking
them for the quickest way to get a
message to von Lettow-Vorbeck. This was
not straightforward, as he had been
evading the Allies for four years and his
force was scattered. On 12th November,
the two sides clashed again and von
Lettow-Vorbeck only received notice that
the war had ended later. Only then was
there a truce and Lettow-Vorbeck formally
surrendered his troops at Abercorn on 25th
November.
The other area where the war did not stop
was North Russia, in particular Murmansk

and Archangel, the two main British bases
in the region. Russia had capitulated in
June 1917 after the Russian Revolution.
Under the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, signed
with Germany on 3rd March 1918, the
Russian empire had been split and its
constituent countries restored to
independence, but they were quickly
occupied by Germany. After the armistice,
the question of who controlled Russia
remained. As winter approached, the
British Government had to decide whether
to retain forces in the region, as with the
extreme cold there was the risk of being
frozen in until the following year. But even
before November 1918, with Russia
engaged in civil war, her former allies were
concerned about Bolshevik ambitions. The
newly independent countries, Latvia,
Estonia and Lithuania, were also anxious,
and appealed to the Allied governments for
support. In Britain, thoughts of assistance
were counterbalanced by fears of being
drawn in to a foreign conflict with further
loss of life.
An armistice is a ceasefire, not an official
end to war. Demobilisation of British,
colonial and imperial troops did not finish
until 1920, considerably longer than
servicemen had anticipated. This caused
more than one mutiny. Despite the
unlikeliness that the Central Powers would
resume combat, troops had to be prepared
to fight again. Whilst we remember all
those who died, and how 11th November
represented the end of the war for most,
this was not true for all and there was still
fighting and dying after the eleventh hour
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month
of 1918. Service medals for British troops
who served in the First World War carry
the dates 1914 – 1919. The idea of a
‘Two Minute Silence’ originated in South
Africa. The first minute was to be a time
of thanksgiving for those who had
returned alive, and the second minute

was to remember the fallen. It was taken
up by King George V, who wrote: “it is
my desire and hope that at the hour
when the Armistice came into force,
there may be for the brief space of two
minutes a complete suspension of all our
normal activities.”
75th Anniversary of D-Day
On 6 June 1944 and during the long
summer that followed, men from all over
the world fought in Normandy to bring to
an end WWII. Normandy still bears the
scars of this moment in history and every
year the people of Normandy remember
and pay tribute to the veterans from
America, Britain, Canada, Belgium,
Denmark, Holland, Norway, Poland and
Australia, along
with their brothers
in arms, who lost
their lives there.
This year,
Normandy has
been remembering the 75th anniversary of
D-Day and the Battle of Normandy with a
rich programme of events which aimed to
bring the memory of this tragic period of
world history to life, at the same time as
emphasising the spirit of hope. The
anniversary was commemorated with
military parades, firework displays,
airdrops, giant picnics, concerts and
military camp re-enactments. In January
2018, the French Ministry of Culture
announced the official candidacy of the DDay landing beaches to be included on the
UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites.
This listing will help preserve these sites
and transmit the universal messages they
represent to future generations, in
particular, it is hoped that Normandy's DDay landing beaches will continue to
symbolise universal hopes for freedom and
peace, and beyond that, for reconciliation.

Tom Cowell writes:
September was a very busy month
at St Luke’s this year. We held five
birthday parties, all well attended,
with marvellous birthday cakes
made by Chrissie, who we really
must thank for all her hard work.
The Walkers also wrote to say how
much they enjoyed their end of
season walk around the Baldwin
valley, despite the very stormy
weather. They also remarked that
the hedgerows were still full of
beautiful wild flowers. They
thanked us for the refreshments
provided at the end of their walk.
St Luke’s harvest thanksgiving was
held on September 29th when the
church was well filled and we were
overwhelmed by people’s kindness
in the provision of flowers, fruit and
vegetables, both to decorate the
church and to be sold at our
Harvest Concert on the following
evening. The concert entertainment
was provided by Nicola Connor,
Ruth Shimmin, Helen Turner and
Graham Crowe, accompanied by
Don Roworth. Graham then
auctioned the produce and we
finished up with the raffle. The
article on apples in last month’s
magazine reminded me that around
40 years ago, I was given some
apples, from which I set some
seeds. Two of them are now large

trees in my garden and this year I
had a full crop of apples from them.

Your Garden in November

You can still go on planting in the
garden, so long as there is no frost,
particularly roses and apple trees.
Prune fruit trees once the leaves
have all fallen off. Protect your
container plants and pots before the
frosts damage them. If you haven’t
already planted them, get your
bulbs for next year in. Don’t tidy
the garden too thoroughly as the
creatures that live there need a
hiding place from the winter storms
and snow, so leave a few spaces for
them and watch out for hibernating
hedgehogs. Put in winter flowering
plants for cheer and colour during
the more barren months. Remove
fallen leaves from the house
guttering and also from the lawn.
Cut back all dying foliage and keep
digging out the perennial weeds.
Cut the lawn for the last time this
year, and clean and dry the mower
and oil it before storing it for the
winter. Lift begonia tubers and dry
them before storing them in a cool,
frost free place. Ventilate the
greenhouse if we have any sunny
days.

Thomas S J Cowell MBE.

On November 7th,
1920, in strictest
secrecy, four
unidentified British
bodies were
exhumed from
temporary
battlefield cemeteries at Ypres, Arras, the
Asine and the Somme. None of the
soldiers who did the digging were told
why. The bodies were taken by field
ambulance to GHQ at St-Pol-Sur-Ter
Noise. Once there, the bodies were
draped with the union flag. Sentries
were posted and Brigadier-General Wyatt
and Colonel Gell selected one body at
random. The other three were reburied.
A French Honour Guard was selected and
stood by the coffin overnight of the
chosen soldier overnight.
On the morning of the 8th November, a
specially designed coffin made of oak
from the grounds of Hampton Court
arrived and the Unknown Warrior was
placed inside. On top was placed a
crusaders sword and a shield on which
was inscribed: "A British Warrior who fell
in the GREAT WAR 1914-1918 for King
and Country". On the 9th of November,
the Unknown Warrior was taken by
horse-drawn carriage through Guards of
Honour and the sound of tolling bells and
bugle calls to the quayside. There, he
was saluted by Marechal Foche and
loaded onto HMS Vernon bound for
Dover. The coffin stood on the deck
covered in wreaths, surrounded by the
French Honour Guard. Upon arrival at
Dover, the Unknown Warrior was met
with a nineteen gun salute - something
that was normally only reserved for Field
Marshals. A special train had been

arranged and he was then conveyed to
Victoria Station, London. He remained
there overnight, and, on the morning of
the 11th of November, he was finally
taken to Westminster Abbey.
The idea of
the
unknown
warrior
was
thought of
by a Padre
called David Railton who had served on
the front line during the Great War. The
union flag he had used as an altar cloth
whilst at the front, was the one that had
been draped over the coffin. It was his
intention that all of the relatives of the
517,773 combatants whose bodies had
not been identified could believe that the
Unknown Warrior could very well be their
lost husband, father, brother or son.
The tomb is located at the west end of
the Nave of Westminster Abbey and
contains soil from France. It is covered
by a slab of black Belgian marble from a
quarry near Namur. On it is the following
inscription, composed by Herbert Ryle,
Dean of Westminster: “Beneath this
stone rests the body of a British Warrior,
unknown by name of rank, brought from
France to lie among the most illustrious
of the land and buried here on Armistice
Day, 11 Nov 1920, in the presence of his
Majesty King George V, his Ministers of
State, the Chiefs of his Forces and a vast
concourse of the nation. Thus are
commemorated the many multitudes who
during the Great War of 1914-1918 gave
the most that man can give: life itself, for
God, for King and Country, for loved ones

home and Empire, for the sacred cause
of justice and the freedom of the world.
They buried him among the kings
because he had done good toward God
and toward his house. Around the main
inscription are four texts: (top) the Lord
knoweth them that are his, (sides)
greater love hath no man than this,
unknown and yet well known, dying and
behold we live, (base) in Christ shall all
be made alive.
This is the reason we wear poppies and
remember the dead of all wars on a
particular day in November. We do not
do it to glorify war, we are remembering
those whose lives were cut tragically
short and those who mourn them, and
maybe we are also saying ‘there but for
the Grace of God go we’. We remember
- with humility - the great and the
ultimate sacrifices that were made, not
just in one war, but in every war and
conflict where our service personnel have
fought - to ensure the liberty and
freedoms that we now take for granted.
The Royal British Legion’s poppies appeal
raises much needed funds for service
men and women in need.

In Flanders Fields

On May 2nd 1915, John McCrae’s close
friend and former student Alexis Helmer
was killed by a German shell. That
evening, in the absence of a Chaplain,
John McCrae recited from memory a few
passages from the Church of England’s
“Order of the Burial of the Dead”. For
security reasons Helmer’s burial in Essex
Farm Cemetery was performed in
complete darkness.
The next day, May 3, 1915, SergeantMajor Cyril Allinson was delivering mail.
McCrae was sitting at the back of an
ambulance parked near the dressing

station beside the Yser Canal, just a few
hundred yards north of Ypres, Belgium.
As John McCrae was writing his In
Flanders Fields poem, Allinson silently
watched and later recalled, “His face was
very tired but calm as he wrote. He
looked around from time to time, his
eyes straying to Helmer's grave." Within
moments, John McCrae had completed
the poem and when he was done,
without a word, McCrae took his mail and
handed the poem to Allinson. Allinson
was deeply moved: “The (Flanders
Fields) poem was an exact description of
the scene in front of us both. He used
the word blow in that line because the
poppies actually were being blown that
morning by a gentle east wind. It never
occurred to me at that time that it would
ever be published. It seemed to me just
an exact description of the scene."
IN FLANDERS FIELDS
In Flanders' fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders' fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high,
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Composed at the battlefront on May 3,
1915 during the second battle of Ypres,
Belgium

Remember, Remember, the 5th of
November, gunpowder, treason
and plot
Do you remember this rhyme from your
childhood? It goes on for several more
verses, which you probably don’t
remember. But do you know why we
said it? Or why we burn effigies on
bonfires on that day?
It commemorates what has become
known as the Gunpowder Plot, which was
centred around a group of Roman
Catholic revolutionaries furious at the
persecution of their faith in England.
They had hoped for better treatment
from the new monarch James I after 45
years of hounding under the reign of
Elizabeth I, and decided on drastic
measures when things did not improve
under his reign. Warwickshire-born
Catholic Robert Catesby and his friends
planned kill the King, his ministers and
scores of nobles by blowing up the
Palace of Westminster during the State
Opening of Parliament on November 5,
1605.
The plotters rented a house nearby and
managed to smuggle 36 barrels of
gunpowder - around 2.5 tons - into a
cellar under the palace ready to blow it
sky high. The explosives were
discovered with hours to spare after an
anonymous tip-off warning one peer to
stay away. To this day the cellars under
the Houses of Parliament are
ceremonially searched before the annual
State Opening.
Far from being the plot's ringleader as
many assume, Guy "Guido" Fawkes was

merely the trigger man drafted in to set
the fuse. Born in York he converted to
Catholicism following the death of his
father and left to become a mercenary
fighting for the Spanish against the
Protestant Dutch.
His expertise in
explosives meant
that he got the job
of setting and
lighting the fuse to
the gunpowder.
He was caught
red-handed by the
King's men
beneath the palace
and was tortured for two days at the
Tower of London until he gave up his coconspirators names. He was then
sentenced to be drawn and quartered in
public, but as he awaited his punishment
on the gallows, Fawkes leapt from the
platform and broke his neck. He was still
hanged and the four parts of his body
sent around the country to warn others.
November 5 was later declared a national
holiday and people began burning
effigies of Fawkes - called guys - and
later setting off fireworks representing
the gunpowder.
But don’t you think it strange that, more
than 400 years later, we still not only
remember this odd story, but even
celebrate what was really quite a ghastly
event? We forget so much that is,
arguably, much more worthy of
remembering. Last month, Pope Francis
canonised five new saints. Their names
were Cardinal John Henry Newman,
Sister Marian Thresia, Sister Giuseppina

Vannini, Sister Dulce Lopes Pontes, and
Marguerite Bays. Have you heard of any
of them? Do you know what they have
done? Did you even know that they had
been declared to be saints? I didn’t. I
happened across a photograph of Prince
Charles at the canonisation ceremony
and was struck by the fact that he
appeared to be wearing sunglasses in a
church service. On investigation, I
realised that he was, in fact, outside in
the blazing Italian sun as John Newman
was canonised. The article didn’t even
mention that there were four others
honoured that day. We have all the
more reason to take note of St John
Henry Newman, since he was British.

explaining that he was “very much rooted
in Oxford”, and also, after he became a
Catholic, in Birmingham and Dublin.

The campaign for John Henry Newman’s
sainthood began in 1958, so it has been
long in the preparation. Sally Axworthy,
Britain's Ambassador to the Vatican said
that she had studied his role in the
Oxford movement while he was still an
Anglican. She goes on to explain that
the emancipation of Catholics came in
1829, and the restoration of the
hierarchy in England and Wales came
about in 1850. After that, the
Ambassador says, there was a “return to
respectability” for Catholics and as
Cardinal Newman was around for most of
the 19th century, he was very much a
part of that. “Most of the places
associated to Cardinal Newman are in the
UK”, says Ambassador Axworthy, further

Pope Francis recommended that we too
should ask God to be like that: “kindly
lights” amid the encircling gloom.

In his homily at the ceremony, Pope
Francis noted that three of the new
saints were religious women. He
commented that they show us that “the
consecrated life is a journey of love to
the existential peripheries”. Laywoman,
Marguerite Bays, on the other hand he
said, “speaks to us of the power of
simple prayer, enduring patience and
silent self-giving”. The Pope concluded
his homily by quoting Saint John Henry
Newman, who described the holiness of
daily life in these words: “The Christian
has a deep, silent, hidden peace, which
the world sees not... The Christian is
cheerful, easy, kind, gentle, courteous,
candid, unassuming; has no pretence...
with so little that is unusual or striking in
his bearing, that he may easily be taken
at first sight for an ordinary man”
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They shall beat their swords into
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore. - Isaiah 2.4
There is such a thing as legitimate warfare:
war has its laws; there are things which may
fairly be done, and things which may not be
done. - John Henry Newman (Apologia pro

vita sua, 1864)

If there is anything in which earth, more
than any other, resembles hell, it is its wars.
-Albert Barnes
If we have not quiet in our minds, outward
comfort will do no more for us than a golden
slipper on a gouty foot. - John Bunyan
Security is not the absence of danger, but
the presence of God, no matter what the
danger. - Anon
Laugh every day, it's like inner jogging.
If you worry, you didn't pray. If you prayed,
don't worry.
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