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Dear Friends and Parishioners

The excitement, noise and bustle of
the TT races is behind us. Despite
the downturn in the weather
bringing more rain and mist than
sunshine and dry spells, the bikers
that I spoke to who visited Marown
Church for hospitality were pleased
to be here on their holidays. For
some people visiting the Island for
the TT is more of a pilgrimage than
a holiday; it is the experience of the
racing that they come for, along
with the opportunity to see all the
bikes and to swap stories with old
and new friends.
Their thoughts made me think of
my own holidays that are coming
up. Hubby and I have been
planning our trip away for 18
months. We researched where we
wanted to go, the best way to get
there, what we need to take with
us and how we are going to pack it
all into 3 suitcases! Our excitement
has built up and we can hardly
believe that it is almost time for us
to embark on our cruise to Norway.
We are looking forward to 12 days
of warm and dry weather with
wonderful scenery, sumptuous food
and good company.
When we think of holidays or
vacations what do we have in
mind? ‘Vacatio’ is a Latin word

meaning freedom, exemption or
privilege. When we apply this to
our leisure time, we probably think
of the freedom to do as we wish, to
be released from our daily routine
and to enjoy time off from work.
A very similar looking word is
‘vocatio’ meaning ‘divine call’.
Hearing the voice of God is a call to
freedom from the falsehoods of this
world, it releases us from the
bondage of sin and places us back
into the privileged position of being
in a right relationship with God, if,
of course, we heed the call! This is
far more important than planning
our holidays and lasts much longer
too, into eternity in fact. If only
we put as much effort into our
‘vocatio’ as we do our ‘vacations’.
In the Church calendar we are
moving into the weeks of Trinity,
hearing again of the wondrous
words and works of Jesus, as God
calls to us through His Son. As you
enjoy the summer, I pray that you
make time for both ‘vacatio’ and
‘vocatio’, that as you experience the
delights of July and August you also
experience the presence of God
and answer His call on your life.
Prayers and blessings
Canon Janice

Foxdale Church
Unfortunately, we still do not have the
go ahead to do the repairs at St Paul’s in
Foxdale, so it remains closed for all use
including worship and occasional offices
and for other uses such as the Soup
Lunches. The churchyard is not affected
and remains open for visitors and burials
etc.
Flower Power
Do you enjoy the beautiful flower
displays at Marown Church? The
certainly add considerably to our worship
and help with what can sometimes be a
slightly stark building. For many, many
years, Eileen Speers has followed a
ministry to organise and take care of
these flowers, and we are very grateful
indeed to her for all of her hard work.
However, she has reluctantly decided
that it is time for her to step down from
the role, so we are looking for a
volunteer to take over. Eileen will be a
hard act to follow, but we are sure that
she will show the ropes to the new
person and help them to become
accustomed to the job. If you, or
someone you know, is interested, please
speak to Eileen or Canon Janice.
Godly Play
Bookings are being taken for a Godly
Play Training session at Marown Church
on Thursday 26th – Saturday 28th
September. Estimated cost £320,
including Godly Play Storytellers Guide,
lunch and refreshments. (Check whether
your Church is funding places.) As well
as learning about the aims of Godly Play
and how to set up a space for

storytelling, there will be opportunities
for personal spiritual reflection. If you’re
interested, plese email so that the
training can be confirmed – a minimum
of 12 is required. For more info, or to
book, contact Annie Naylor at
annie.naylor@iom.com
Marown Rose Queen
The annual Rose
Queen festival will
this year be held
on Saturday 6th
July, on the
Millennium Fields,
starting at 2pm.
Please come
along and support the hard work that
has gone into this event, but also the
following donations to stalls would be
greatly appreciated. Cakes to Liz McGirr,
bottle stall items to Sue Salt, plants to
Mitch Joughin and raffle prizes to Eileen
Speers. Also volunteers are needed to
set up on the day: meet at the
Millennium Field at 10am for one hour.
The second children’s rehearsal will be
on Tuesday 2nd July at 5.30pm on the
field. Contact Celia Joughin for more
details.
When giving a gift consider a
greener alternative, such as making
your own present, or offering some
of your time and skills to do a
favour for your friend or loved one. You can
also use environmentally-friendly
companies, such as the Eden Project
(www.edenproject.com) . There are many
suitable sources, so do a quick search to
find a unique present.

Date
Sunday 7th

3rd after Trinity
Sunday 14th

4th after Trinity
Sunday 21st

5th after Trinity
Sunday 28th

6th after Trinity

Time
10.00
11.30
18.30
10.00
11.30
18.30
10.00
11.30
18.30
10.00
11.30
18.30

Location
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Marown
Baldwin

Details
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Messy Church
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Morning Prayer (CW)
Family Service (Child Groups)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW) Choir
Prayer and Praise
Healing Service
Morning Prayer (CW)
Prayer and Praise
Holy Communion (CW)

Last month’s puzzle solution

Marown Children’s Groups

The last of the Children’s groups before the
Summer holidays will be on Sunday 14th July.
After that the 11.30 service will be our informal
‘Prayer and Praise’ service. Children’s groups
will restart after the summer break.

Date
Sunday 4th

7th after Trinity
Sunday 11th

8th after Trinity
Sunday 18th

9th after Trinity
Sunday 25th

10th after Trinity

Time
10.00
11.30
18.30
10.00
11.30
18.30
10.00
18.30
10.00
18.30

Location
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Baldwin

Details
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Prayer and Praise
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Prayer and Praise
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW) Choir
Healing Service
Café Church
Holy Communion (CW)

Marown 11.30 Prayer and
Praise

There will be a two week break for the 11.30
service at Marown on the weeks of 18th and
25th August to coincide with the Festival of
Motorcycling road closures.

Go to the Visit Isle of Man website for full
details of the Festival of Motorcycling and
things to do over the summer.

Tom Cowell writes:
On a most beautiful, bright and warm
summer’s evening, we held our service
for the 138th Anniversary of the
consecration of St Luke’s. The original
consecration was carried out by Bishop
Ward in 1836, so it was a rather nice coincidence that our Anniversary service
was led by Rev Canon Janice Ward.
Sarah James of King Williams’ College
delighted us with her solo of O for the
wings of a dove accompanied by Don
Roworth. It was a wonderful evening,
and even the drive to the church was a
reminder of the beauty of God’s world,
because the hedgerows were filled with
bluebells, violets and primroses.

Your Garden in July and
August

please remember not to get water on the
leaves in hot sun because it will cause
the leaves to be burned. If possible,
water after the full sun has left the area,
but if not, make sure to direct the water
at the roots, not the leaves. Don’t forget
to adjust supports as your plants keep
growing, and your young dahlias need
feeding too.
After all of your hard work in the
vegetable garden, it’s now time to reap
your reward as you harvest what you
have grown. Pick them whilst they are in
prime condition – don’t forget some of
them can be frozen if you have too
many, or you can make jams and
conserves or give them away to someone
who isn’t able to grow their own. Peg
down runners on strawberries so that
you can propagate new plants for next
year, and feed your tomato plants once a
week as soon as the first flowers appear.
Top up garden pools to replace water lost
through evaporation, but if it is a wildlife
or fish pond, use rain water not tap
water. Mow the lawn regularly, raising
the blades in very warm and dry
weather. Cut back lavender and other
perennials after flowering – you may get
a second crop of flowers.

Thomas S J Cowell MBE.

Check regularly to see if your plants need
water. In particular, new plantings,
seedlings and container plants are
especially vulnerable. They may need
water every day in hot weather, but

Flower Rota
7th July
14th & 21st July
28th July
4th, 11th & 18th Aug
25th August

Jody Quayle
Ann Banks
Chrissie Carter
Ruth Kelly
Jill & David Jones

Marown Church recently hosted the
initial Isle of Man meeting of “Caring
for God’s Acre”. Laura McCoy, Natural
History Curator at Manx National
Heritage, was inspired when she heard
about this UK group, which works to
protect and rejuvenate churchyards as
“havens of heritage and wildlife”.
Laura invited all of the Eco Church
representatives from across the island
to discuss how we might offer refuges
to plants and animals in our
graveyards, as well as keeping them
as beautiful sacred places to visit.
Why is this important? Based on a
huge amount of scientific evidence,
the United Nations
(with inputs from over
400 experts from 50
countries) recently
published an
assessment of the
natural world, in which
they report that nature
(number and variety of
species) is declining at
a rate unprecedented
in human history.
Around 1 million animal
and plant species are now threatened
with extinction, many within decades,
threatening our economies,
livelihoods, food security, health and
quality of life. This results from:
changes in land and sea use;
exploitation of organisms; climate
change; pollution; and invasive alien
species.
It is easy to feel overwhelmed in the
face of the statistics in the report.

However, we can all help the creatures
and plants with which we share our
beautiful island and world, and one
way to do this is by making our
churchyards as well as our own
gardens as wildlife friendly as possible.
At the meeting Laura organised, we
discussed how we might do this.
Many of the churches from across the
island were represented, along with
conservation organisations e.g. Manx
Birdlife, Manx Wildlife Trust, and the
Department for the Environment, Food
and Agriculture (DEFA). We agreed
that it is very important to achieve a
good balance between respect for the
graves and families who
visit them, as well as
the wildlife and plants.
Our plan is to consult
the wildlife experts on
the island to help us
work out what wildlife
riches we already have
in our graveyards. Then
we can all work
together to look after
them and encourage
other species to come
and join them. I hope you will want to
come and help!
Watch this space for how you can get
involved.

Rosemary Gibson, Eco Church
Representative

The Bible is much more than just a book. It's
full of human stories – of love, greed, joy, loss
and passion. It's vital to our culture. It's part of
the answer to the world's needs. It's cherished
by billions of people around the world. It’s our
Maker’s handbook. I think that pretty much all
of us will fall into one of two groups, those that
look at the directions of gadgets and DIY kits
and those that don’t. Well, whichever group
you fall into, make sure that this is one set of
directions that you do read!
Here’s a few facts about the Bible.
 The Bible is actually a library of 66 books,
written by 44 authors over a period of about
1500 years.
 The 39 books of the Old Testament were
composed between 1400 and 400 BC, the 27
books of the New Testament between AD 50
and AD 100.
 The books of the Old Testament were
written before the birth of Jesus Christ and
the New Testament covers the life of Christ
and beyond.
 All but 5 of the books of the Bible are divided
into chapters and verses. The 5 which aren’t
are Obadiah, Philemon, 2 John, 3 John, and
Jude. These are short books which only have
verse divisions.
 The longest chapter of the Bible is Psalm 119
with 176 verses. The shortest chapter is
Psalm 117 with only 2 verses. Incidentally,
the middle chapter of the Bible is also Psalm
117.
 The longest book of the Bible is Psalms with
150 chapters, or psalms. It contains 43,743
words. The shortest book is 3 John with
only 1 chapter and 299 words.
 The longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9
with 90 words. The shortest verse is John
11:35 with only 2 words, “Jesus wept.”
 Historically it has been said that the Bible is
the most sold book of all time. It is regularly
on various best seller lists. The Bible has
been translated into more than 1,200
languages.
 There are no contradictions in the Bible.
Various people claim to find contradictions
but they have to take verses out of context
to do so. When looking at the Bible as a
whole and understanding its teachings there



are no contradictions. This is amazing when
one considers that the Bible was written over
such a long period of time.
There are more than 3,200 verses with
prophecies which have been fulfilled either
within the Bible itself or since the Bible was
written. But there are still more than 3,100
verses with – as yet - unfulfilled prophecies.

How many of the people reading this have read
the Bible all the way through I wonder? Which
were your favourite parts? Which were your
least favourite? How well do you think that you
know your Bible? Put a percentage on it. Well,
let’s put that to the test.
What was eaten in the Garden of Eden by
Adam and Eve that caused them to be
expelled?
A: The fruit is not actually named at all – it is
referred to only as the fruit of “the tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil”. The reason that
we usually think of it as an apple is most likely
due to the fact that in Middle English, the word
“apple” was used to refer to all fruit and nuts
(except berries).
What was it that swallowed Jonah?
A: the book of Jonah, chapter 1 verse 17 tells us
it was ‘a large fish’. Therefore, it can’t have
been a whale, because a whale is a mammal,
not a fish!
Who cut Samson’s hair?
A: Judges 16.19 ‘She let him fall asleep on her
lap; and she called a man, and had him shave
off the seven locks of his head.’
How many wise men visited Jesus as a
baby?
A: the Bible doesn’t say. There were three gifts
named, which may have given rise to the
misconception that there were three, but the
number of visitors isn’t given. And this really is
a trick question because it is also thought that
Jesus was around two years old at the time,
not a baby, hence Herod’s order to kill all the
boys under two years of age.
Where in the Bible will we find the quote
“God helps those who help themselves”
A: well, nowhere actually. It comes from a book
by Benjamin Franklin.

Which book in the bible tells us the story
of Mary and Joseph going to Bethlehem,
with Mary riding on a donkey?
A: none of them, the donkey isn’t mentioned.
The first mention of her riding a donkey comes
from the non-Biblical Protoevangelium of James
which was written around 150AD
How many of each type of animal did
Moses take into the Ark?
A: well none. It was Noah’s ark. But although
we normally say that there were two of each
kind of animal, in fact, all clean animals went in
groups of seven, and unclean animals in groups
of two. According to Jewish dietary law, there
are far more clean animals than unclean, so the
majority of creatures entering the ark went in as
a group of 7
What did Mary Magdalene do before she
met Jesus?
Well, if this was QI, we could all hold up our
cards that say ‘Nobody knows’! Nowhere in the
Bible does it say that Mary Magdalene was a
prostitute. In fact, she is barely mentioned at
all. Aside from her presence at the resurrection,
the only other thing that the Bible does say is
that she was possessed by seven demons and
there is certainly no evidence that she was a
prostitute. That particular myth was invented
by one of the Popes.
Jesus says that the most important
commandment is “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind” which is the first one of
the list that we know as the ten
commandments. He goes on to say that this is
the greatest and first commandment. But then
he tells us ‘ And a second is like it: “You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.” He tells us
that on these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.’ Well, I’m sure that all of
us love the Lord our God, but how can we hope
to do so with all our heart, and with all our soul,
and with all our mind, if we do not read or know
his Bible?
Add up in your head how much time you spend
reading magazines, or newspapers, or novels, or
on Facebook or computer games. Got that
number? Well now compare it with how long
you spend reading the Bible each day – or even
each week! What does that balance show you?
Does it show that you pay more attention to the
worldly stuff that we fill our lives with or to the

word of God? How can we begin to hope to
share the Good News of Christ with our
neighbours if we don’t know what it says? Or if
we are asked a question about our faith, will we
fall at the first fence, because we haven’t read
the Maker’s instructions? It doesn’t matter
which translation you use, one version isn’t any
better or worse than any other. It only matters
that we read and study our Bibles. The
message of Christ, that we are justified not by
our own efforts but by faith, and saved, not by
our works but by God’s grace, is expressed in a
heart for mission, rigorous teaching, joyful
worship and heartfelt thanksgiving to God, who
is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We give thanks that this message lives on
through the gift of God’s Spirit-inspired Scripture
and because of those saints and scholars, and
organisations such as the Bible Society, who
interpret and translate it into languages for all
peoples across the world to be able to read and
understand it.
Ian Davies, who used to be the Vicar at Marown
Church always used to say that if we read just
four pages of our Bibles every day, we would
read the whole Bible in one year, with several
days left over. Come on now, what’s stopping
you? Admittedly, some parts of the Bible are
difficult to understand and some, let’s be
truthful, are a bit tedious. But don’t worry! The
more you read it, the more you will understand
it, especially if you start your study time by
praying to the Holy Spirit to help you to
understand it. And, I’ll let you into a secret –
you don’t have to read every word of all the big
long lists of names if you don’t want to! They
are important, but they’ll always be there if you
need them. And if you find the language
difficult, invest in a Bible written in everyday
language such as The Message.

Laughter Lines

Those teenagers around your house this summer...

Have you ever thought how much they have in common with cats?

1. Neither teenagers nor cats turn their heads when you call them by name.
2. No matter what you do for them, it is not enough. Indeed, all human
efforts are barely adequate to compensate for the privilege of waiting on
them hand and foot.
3. You rarely see a cat walking outside of the house with an adult human
being, and it can be safely said that no teenager wants to be seen in public
with his or her parents.
4. Cats and teenagers can lie on the living-room sofa for hours on end
without moving, barely breathing.
5. Both cats and teenagers eat some very odd things – at very odd hours.
6. Cats are obsessed with themselves and their appearance. Teenagers....!
7. Cats have nine lives. Teenagers act as if they did.

