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Dear Friends and Parishioners

I hope you had a very Happy
Easter. We are looking forward to
continuing the celebrations of
Easter throughout the coming
weeks. Unlike Christmas that is
over in a week or two at most, this
season lasts for seven weeks.
During this time we also celebrate
Ascension Day, which will be held
at Old St Runius Church, and a
number of saints days. There is
then the wonderful occasion of the
coming of the Holy Spirit marked by
Pentecost and the Day of
Thanksgiving for the institution of
the Holy Communion known as
Corpus Christi. As if all that were
not enough both Marown Church
and St Luke’s Church Baldwin have
their anniversary service on 12th
May. We will be so partied out - I
hope we will have enough energy
to welcome visitors to the TT races!
We might feel that it is possible to
have too much of a good thing, as
the saying goes. But when it
comes to celebrating special
occasions and extending acts of
hospitality then we are rightly
following in our risen Saviour’s
footsteps and example. The
Gospels record numerous
occasions when Jesus accepted
and enjoyed the hospitality of
others (Mary and Martha;

Zacchaeus; the feeding of the
5,000 and so on). All of these
events allow us to participate in
God’s generosity and give us the
opportunity to extend that
generosity to others.
Over the next few weeks we will be
settling in our new PCC and
assessing our Lent Eco-Challenge
so there is plenty to be focused
upon and no chance of ‘devil
making work for idle hands’! Of
course, all that we do needs to be
grounded in prayer. Please keep all
these activities before God during
your personal devotion time.
Every blessing for the coming busy
weeks
Canon Janice

Godly Play
Bookings are being taken for a Godly Play Training
session at Marown Church on Thursday 26th – Saturday
28th September. Estimated cost £320, including Godly
Play Storytellers Guide, lunch and refreshments. (Check
whether your Church is funding places.) As well as
learning about the aims of Godly Play and how to set up
a space for storytelling, there will be opportunities for
personal spiritual reflection. If you’re interested, plese
email so that the training can be confirmed – a minimum
of 12 is required. For more info, or to book, contact
Annie Naylor at annie.naylor@iom.com

Over the past weeks we have
commended to God’s eternal keeping
Norman Kelly, Brenda Rothwell, Avril
Douglas, Ronnie Cain and Joyce Corkill.
Foxdale Church
Unfortunately, we still do not have the
go ahead to do the repairs at St Paul’s in
Foxdale, so it remains closed for all use
including worship and occasional offices
and for other uses such as the Soup
Lunches. The churchyard is not affected
and remains open for visitors and burials
etc.
Foster Care Fortnight 13th to 26th
May
This fortnight is the Fostering network’s
annual big push to raise the profile of
fostering, and to show how foster care
can transform children’s lives. It also
serves as the UK’s biggest foster carer
recruitment campaign. The need is
huge: thousands of new foster families
are needed every year to care for
children in need. These children range
from being older children, sibling groups,
disabled children and even
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children.
Do you have what it takes to be a foster
carer? As one experienced fosterer
says: “It’s not about age, marital status,
sexuality, experience, cultural or
religious beliefs and practices; it’s about
wanting and being able to respond to a
child and help them develop and thrive.
Time and energy are the greatest
commitments, from the moment you
first make your application.” Another
foster carer says that what makes it all
worthwhile for her is “the quiet moments
when a child has been out and tells you
they are glad to be home again, or in

watching a child, who has never bathed
before, play in a bath of bubbles. Their
giggles and happiness are a gift that’s
priceless.” For more details
https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/
fcf19
Church of England appoints
champion for lay ministries
The Church of England’s Ministry Division
has appointed Carrie Myers, former Head
of Volunteering for the MS Society, and a
CofE Reader, to lead its efforts to renew
and encourage all forms of lay ministry
across the country. Promoting lay
ministries is a major component of
Renewal and Reform, the Church’s vision
for a growing Church for all people in all
places. Bishop Martyn Snow, Chair of
the Central Readers Council, said: "Given
the flourishing of lay ministry within the
church over recent years, it is now vitally
important that every part of the church,
local, regional and national, celebrates
and integrates this work in every other
area of ministry.”
In her previous role as Head of
Volunteering at the MS Society, Carrie
had strategic responsibility for the
volunteering strategy, leading an
improvement programme which achieved
the Investing in Volunteers award. She
has managed volunteers for USPG,
coordinated projects and international
events for Girl Guiding, and enjoyed a
gap year volunteering with Christian Aid.
The appointment comes as the Church of
England sets out a renewed vision for
Reader ministry, more on which can be
found at
churchofengland.org/developing-layministries

30th May - Ascension Day: 40
Days with the Risen Christ
40 days after Easter comes
Ascension Day. These are the 40
days during which the Risen Christ
appeared again and again to His
disciples, following His death and
resurrection. The Gospels give us
little of Christ’s teachings and deeds
during those
40 days.
Jesus was
seen by
many of His
disciples: on
the road to
Emmaus, by
the Sea of
Galilee, in
houses, and
so on. He
strengthened and encouraged His
disciples, and at last opened their
eyes to all that the Scriptures had
promised about the Messiah.
Jesus also told them that as the
Father had sent Him, He was now
going to send them - to all corners
of the earth, as His witnesses.
Surely the most tender, moving
‘farewell’ in history took place on
Ascension Day. Luke records the
story with great poignancy: “When

Jesus had led them out to the
vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His
hands - and blessed them.”
As Christmas began the story of
Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension
Day completes it, with His return to
His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last
act on earth was to bless His
disciples. He and they had a bond
as close as could be: they had just
lived through three tumultuous
years of public ministry and
miracles – persecution and death –
and resurrection! Just as we part
from our nearest and dearest by
still looking at them with love and
memories in our eyes, so exactly
did Jesus: ‘While He was blessing
them, He left them and was taken
up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50-1)
He was not forsaking them, but
merely going on ahead to a
kingdom which would also be theirs
one day: ‘I am ascending to my
Father and to your Father, to my
God and your God...’ (John 20:17)
The disciples were surely the most
favoured folk in history. Imagine
being one of the last few people on
earth to be face to face with Jesus,
and have Him look on you with

love. No wonder then that Luke
goes on: ‘they worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy. And they stayed
continually at the temple, praising
God.’ (Luke 24:52,53) No
wonder they praised God! They
knew they would see Jesus again
one day, for he had told them: ‘I
am going to prepare a place for
you... I will come
back and take you
to be with me that
you also may be
where I am.’ (John
14:2,3)
The Ascension is a hugely
neglected festival, which deserves
to have a bigger place in our
church life. The Ascension tells us
that Jesus is in control: ‘Jesus has
gone into heaven and is at God’s
right hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). The
control of our world is in the safe,
scarred hands of Jesus. We can
offer Him our worship and
allegiance, knowing that His plans
are better than those of any Prime
Minister or President.
The Ascension also tells us that God
is committed to His world: ‘And God
raised us up with Christ and seated
us with Him in the heavenly realms
in Christ Jesus’ (Ephesians 2:6).

Jesus did not leave His humanity
behind when He ascended, for we
are raised with Christ to heaven.
Therefore, God is bound to His
world and we can trust Him to fulfil
His purpose for our lives and world.
The Ascension gives us a job to do:
Jesus told his disciples: ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Therefore,
go and make disciples of
all nations’ (Matthew
28:18,19). And that
means us too. God’s
primary means of working
in the world is now through
us. He commissions for this
task at Ascension and equips us at
Pentecost. We are called to make
disciples, starting in our workplace,
family and community. ‘Christ has

no body now but yours. No hands,
no feet on earth but yours. Yours
are the eyes through which He
looks compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which He
walks to do good. Yours are the
hands through which He blesses all
the world.’ (Teresa of Avila).

Date
Sunday 5th

3rd Sunday of Easter
Sunday 12th

4th Sunday of Easter
Sunday 19th

5th Sunday of Easter
Saturday 25

th

Praying the Keeils
Sunday 26th
th

6 Sunday of Easter
Thursday 30th

Ascension Day

Time
10.00
11.30
15.30
18.30
11.15
18.30
10.00
11.30

Location
Marown
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Marown

18.30
12.00

Baldwin
Old St
Runius
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Old St
Runius

10.00
10.45
18.30
12.00

Last month’s puzzle solution

Details
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Messy Church
Holy Baptism
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Anniversary Service
Anniversary Service
Holy Communion (CW) Choir
Celtic Communion (Child
Groups)
Healing Service
Praying the Keeils Week
Service
Morning Prayer (CW)
Family Service (Child Groups)
Holy Communion (CW)
Ascension Day Service

Dates for Your Diary
11th
10.30 talk on Eco Churches Peel Cathedral (also at 6pm at
the Well, Broadway Baptist)
12th 18th
Christian Aid Week
14th
7.30pm St Luke’s Anniversary Concert with Manx Voices
th
17
10.30 Rose Queen Planning Meeting – Marown Church
th
th
26 – 28 Sept Godly Play Training, Marown. Annie.naylor@iom.com
Is your event in our Diary? Send the details to Heather if you want it to
be included, along with your newsletter contributions. Anything sent by
email must be in by the second Sunday of the month before. If it is hand
written, it must be in before that. All events and other diary dates included
must be in line with our Christian beliefs and values.
All events published in the newsletter will automatically be advertised on
the Parish Facebook page unless you specifically indicate that you do not
want this. Don’t forget to check out the Facebook page regularly too!

Our Eco Display, created by the Marown
Young People. See Rosemary’s article.

Tom Cowell writes:

We were very lucky for a beautiful, bright
sunny evening for the visit of our guest
speaker on March 31st, the Very
Reverend Nigel Godfrey, Dean of the
Cathedral. He gave us a most interesting
talk all about the building plans at the
Cathedral, illustrated by plans and
photos. Don’t forget to come along to
our Anniversary concert on 14th May and
hear the wonderful Manx Voices as they
help us to celebrate.
Flower rota is:
May 5th and 12th, Jean Green
May 19th and 26th, Tom Cowell.
The church magazine subscription is due
and costs £3.

Your Garden in May

Annuals, tub
plants and herbs
can be planted
or moved out
doors from midMay, but be careful to look out for late
frosts. Cut back your early flowering
shrubs after they have finished flowering.
Now that the weather is improving, water
your garden regularly and take measures
to control garden pests such as slugs and
snails, and look for their eggs hidden
under stones and flower pots. But
remember not to use slug pellets which
can kill birds and hedgehogs that eat the
infected slugs. Put in new pond plants
where necessary to help keep the water
clean and oxygenated and don’t forget to
feed the fish! Mow the lawn on a high cut
notch for that first cut: too low a cut will
damage the grass and may cause it to be
burned if the sun is hot. After the first cut
you can lower the blade each week. Sow

some vegetable seeds and water your
potted plants regularly. They’d benefit
from some fertiliser too. Tie down your
climbing plants as they can grow very
quickly this month. Support your tall
plants. Before you prune or cut shrubs
and hedges, check that there are no
birds’ nests in use. Cover the ground
under strawberries with straw or matting
to protect the ripening fruit from mud
and slugs.

Thomas S J Cowell MBE

Dry and keep your own flowers
Love the flowers in your garden just now? Why
not preserve them? The art of preserving
flowers was very popular in Victorian times, and
it is still good fun. It is an inexpensive hobby,
for all you really need are some small flowers,
some paper and a weight. Start with something
simple like buttercups, daisies, pansies, forgetme-nots or little roses. Even grasses and leaves
work well. The best time to gather them is from
lunchtime onwards, after the dew has
evaporated. They mustn’t be too wet, or they
will go mouldy. Put the flowers into a plastic bag
until you get home. Then lay them, one by one,
onto blotting paper (or other absorbent paper)
and place a sheet of paper on top. Put all this
between two layers of newspaper, like a
‘sandwich’ then put it in a place where it won’t
be disturbed, with a weight on top. You don’t
need an expensive flower press – a piece of
wood and a couple of heavy books will be fine.
Leave the flowers under the press for six to
eight weeks. Resist the temptation to see how
they are doing! Then near the end of summer,
spend an evening opening your flower ‘press’
and using tweezers to carefully lift out the brittle
dried flowers. Arrange them on a card and use
a gum solution to glue them into place. You
could then cut some sticky clear plastic film to
size, and carefully seal it over the flowers. They
can decorate little birthday cards, bookmarks or
pictures.

Our Parish has joined the growing
Eco Church movement
(https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/),
along with other churches across
the island. This movement is led by
A Rocha, whose vision is for all
churches to care for creation as an
integral part of loving their
neighbours and following God
faithfully: in our worship and
teaching; in how we look after our
buildings and land; in our witness
and our personal lifestyles.
We joined this movement just
before Ash Wednesday and our first
initiative was to consider how we
can “Tread lightly on God’s Earth”
through Lent. Everyone was
encouraged to set themselves an
Eco-Challenge. Many were
enthusiastic about this, making
commitments to:

all to be sent away for recycling. A
big thank you to everyone who got
involved!

Younger members of Marown
Church made a wonderful poster for
displaying our commitments, and
came up with lots of ideas, including
starting to collect plastic bottle caps,
disposable pens and old spectacles,

our churches as havens for all types
of flora and fauna!

What’s next? We have completed
the Eco Church Survey, which
reviews our approaches to five key
areas of church life:
 Worship and teaching;
Management of church buildings;
 Management of church land;
 Community/ global engagement;
 Lifestyle.
We do OK in some areas, but there
is lots of room for improvement!
Revd Janice has set one of our
goals for this year to increase our

environmental awareness begun
with the Lent Eco-Challenges, so we
will review our survey answers and
decide what to tackle, perhaps how
we can enhance the spaces around

Rosemary Gibson, Eco Church
Representative

All in the month of MAY

It was:
 500 years ago, on 2nd May 1519 that
Leonardo Da Vinci, the Italian artist,
scientist and inventor, died.
 200 years ago, on 24th May 1819 that
Queen Victoria was born.
 125 years ago, on 21st May 1894 that
the Manchester Ship Canal was
officially opened.
 80 years ago, on 25th May 1939 that
Sir Frank Dyson, Astronomer Royal of
England and Scotland, died. His
observations of the 1919 solar eclipse
helped prove Einstein’s theory of
relativity. He also introduced the
Greenwich Time Signal (‘pips’).
 70 years ago, on 5th May 1949 that
the Council of Europe was founded.
 65 years ago, on 6th May 1954 that
British athlete Roger Bannister became
the first person to run a mile in under
four minutes. (Three minutes, 59.4
seconds in Oxford.)
 50 years ago, on 11th May 1969 that
the Monty Python comedy group
formed.
 40 years ago, on 3rd May 1979 that
the British General Election was won
by the Conservative Party, and
Margaret Thatcher became Britain’s
first female prime minister. The
election was triggered when Mrs
Thatcher instigated a no-confidence
vote against James Callaghan’s
Labour government on 28th March.
 25 years ago, on 6th May 1994 that
the Channel Tunnel linking England
and France was officially opened.
 Also 25 years ago, on 10th May 1994
that Nelson Mandela was inaugurated
as South Africa’s first black president
after many years of white rule.

 20 years ago, on 6th May 1999 that
the first general elections for the
Scottish Parliament and the National
Assembly for Wales took place.
Donald Dewar became First Minister of
Scotland and Alun Michael became
First Secretary for Wales.
Edith Cavell – faith before the
firing squad
Nurse Edith Cavell gave her life to others
– and was executed as a result. This year
is the centenary of her state funeral at
Westminster Abbey. The daughter of a
Norfolk vicar, Edith trained as a nurse,
and because she could speak French
fluently, she was invited to start a nurses’
training school in Belgium.
When war was declared in 1914 she was
in England on holiday but went straight
back to
Brussels where
she cared for
Belgians and
invading
German troops
alike. When
English soldiers
were trying to
escape back to
England, she
gave them
shelter – and
when she was betrayed, her only defence
was that if she had not helped them to
escape, they would have been shot.
She was sentenced to death in a German
military court in occupied Belgium. But
Edith’s last words were not of revenge or
recrimination. On the night before she

was executed, she told her Priest: “I

thank God for this ten weeks' quiet
before the end…Life has always been
hurried and full of difficulty…This time of
rest has been a great mercy….” She

then said the words that have become
her memorial around the world: “But this

I would say, standing as I do in view of
God and eternity, I realise that patriotism
is not enough. I must have no hatred or
bitterness towards anyone.”
Edith knew that people who had been
close to her had played a part in her
betrayal. She knew patriotism was not
enough for these final hours. She knew
that to enter into God’s presence she
needed to be forgiven for her own
shortcomings. And just as Jesus’ death
had bought her forgiveness, she needed
to forgive any and all who had wronged
her. Edith was executed in Brussels on
12th October 1915 and at the end of
World War I her body was repatriated.
After a state funeral at Westminster
Abbey, Edith was reburied outside
Norwich Cathedral on 19th May 1919.
Her body was returned to England on the
same ship that carried the body of the
Unknown Soldier in 1919.
26th May - Rogation Sunday
Rogation means an asking of God - for
blessing on the seed and land for the
year ahead. It is appropriate in any
emergency, war, plague, drought or foul
weather. The practice began with the
Romans, who invoked the help of the
gods Terminus and Ambarvalia. In those
days a crowd moved in procession
around the cornfields, singing and
dancing, sacrificing animals, and driving
away Winter with sticks. The idea was to
rid the cornfields of evil. About 465 the
Western world was suffering from
earthquake, storm and epidemic. So

Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of
the popular pagan custom, ordered that
prayers should be said in the ruined or
neglected fields on the days leading up to
Ascension. With his decision, ‘beating
the bounds’ became a Christian
ceremonial.
Rogation-tide arrived in England early in
the eighth century, and became a fixed
and perennial asking for the help of God.
A little party would set out to trace the
boundaries of the parish. At the head
marched the bishop or the priest, with a
minor official bearing a Cross, and after
them the people of the parish, with
schoolboys and their master trailing
along, usually holding slender wands of
willow.
At certain
points
along the
route - at
wellknown
landmarks
like a
bridge or
stile or
ancient
tree, the Cross halted, the party gathered
about the priest, and a litany or rogation
was said, imploring God to send
seasonable wealth, keep the corn and
roots and boughs in good health, and
bring them to an ample harvest. In the
days when maps were neither common
nor accurate, there was much to be said
for ‘beating the bounds’ - still very
common as late as the reign of Queen
Victoria.

26th May - Augustine of
Canterbury: Apostle to the
English
Augustine, a 6th century Italian
prior, holds a unique place in British
history. He became the ‘apostle to
the English’ – although it was with
great reluctance. In 596 Augustine
was chosen by Pope Gregory to
head a mission of monks whom he
wanted to send to evangelise the
Anglo-Saxons. Augustine was not a
bold man, and by the time he and
his band of priests reached Gaul,
they wanted to turn back. But
Gregory would not hear of it – and
bolstered their confidence by
sending some more priests out to
them, and by consecrating
Augustine as bishop.
The party, now 40 in number,
landed at Ebbsfleet, Kent in 597. It
would be fascinating to have a
detailed
description
of that first
meeting
between
Bishop
Augustine
and
Ethelbert,
powerful King of Kent. Whatever
Augustine said, it must have been
effective, for Ethelbert granted them
permission to stay in a house in
Canterbury. He even allowed them
to preach to his people, while he
himself considered their message.

By 601 Ethelbert and many of his
people had been baptised as
Christians. More clergy, some
books, a few relics and several altar
vessels arrived from Rome. At
Gregory’s
wise urging,
Augustine
decided to
consolidate
the mission in
one small
area, rather
than try and
reach all of
Kent. So
Augustine stayed in Canterbury,
where he built the cathedral and
founded a school. He left only
temporarily to establish a See in
London.
Also at Gregory’s direction,
Augustine did not destroy the pagan
temples of the people of Kent, but
only the idols in them. In this way,
innocent familiar rites were taken
over and used for the celebration of
the Christian feasts. Before his
death in 604, Augustine helped
Ethelbert to draft the earliest AngloSaxon written laws to survive – and
so influenced British law for
centuries to come.

Christian Aid Week
(12 – 18 May):

Christian Aid and the
Isle of Man Government
creating sustainable
livelihoods through Cooperatives, Renewable
Energy and Gender
Empowerment in
Burundi.

This is the second year
of our work in Burundi
with the Isle of Man Government
International Partnership Grant. The
grant funds 90% of the total budget
and through CAW we hope that the
Island will support us to raise the
remaining 10% - £76,198.78. With
the Island’s wonderful generosity
during Christian Aid Week 2018,
£30,000 has already been raised.
This year’s project focuses
specifically on female sunflower
farmers. This element will provide
coaching and support to 300 female
sunflower farmers in the formation
of a women’s sunflower producer
co-op union in Rumonge (Southern
Burundi). It will help women to
follow in the footsteps of Melanie
Niyonzima, who grows sunflowers
after being trained by our local
partners. Co-operative members
have have been trained how to
increase yields through better
farming techniques, and also on
health and family planning.

Sunflower seeds are very nutritious,
and farmers use them to
supplement their diets as well as
selling them to earn
money. Seeds are
processed into oil at the
co-operative centre and,
thanks to better
packaging and branding,
the demand for the oil is
increasing. Marown
Church will be holding a
Coffee Morning to raise funds for
Christian Aid week – watch out for
the date.

Cyclone Idai Appeal

Up to three million people have been
affected by Cyclone Idai in Mozambique,
Malawi and Zimbabwe. With nearly 1000
known to be dead, and hundreds of
thousands homeless, the people are in
desperate need of food, water, clothing,
shelter and medicine. If you can donate
to the Cyclone Idai Appeal, you might like
to consider sending your money through
either Christian Aid, Tear Fund or All We
Can. All three agencies are working with
their local partners in the region to
deliver aid as quickly as possible.
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergen
cies/cyclone-idai-appeal
https://www.tearfund.org/en/latest/cyclo
ne_idai_appeal/
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/give/curren
t-appeals/malawi-floods-appeal/

Laughter Lines

Dentist's Hymn............Crown Him with Many Crowns
Weatherman's Hymn......... There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
Contractor's Hymn...........The Church’s One Foundation
Tailor's Hymn..............Holy, Holy, Holy
Golfer's Hymn............There's a Green Hill Far Away

What is the difference between perseverance and obstinacy? One is a strong will, and the
other is a strong won’t.

The Sunday school teacher asked if the class knew who the twin boys in the Bible were.
“That’s easy,” said Charles. “First and Second Samuel.”

A Sunday school teacher asked her class, "What was Jesus' mother's name?" One child
answered that it was Mary. The teacher then asked, "Who knows what Jesus' father's name
was?" A little boy said, “Verge." Confused, the teacher asked, "Where did you get that?"
The boy said, "Well, you know, they are always talking about Verge n' Mary.''

I heard the Lord say “I am anchoring truth inside of you and
silencing all internal doubting about who I made you be. For
there has been a war in your head and in your heart of your
call and identity, one that I did not initiate but one that I will
end.” For, the Lord says “I, the perfect creator, made you,
my perfect creation, to walk in high confidence and
boldness; to be my masterpiece in the earth, showing all
around you the beauty and majesty of my kingdom. When I
called you, I put within you the means to fulfil it, and when I
promised that you would do mighty things, I equipped you
to do so.” This day, lay hands on your head and your heart
and release the breath of God to come and silence all
internal wars and doubting over who He made who to be
and what He called you to do. Write a new decree for your
life and tell yourself “I am God’s perfect creation, without
flaw. I lack nothing, and I am equipped to release wonders in
the earth and display my Father’s majesty!”

