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Dear Friends and Parishioners

Well the excitement of the TT races
will have been and gone by the end
of the first week of this glorious
month of June. We pray that there
will have been fine weather, great
racing and safety for competitors
and spectators alike along with
genuine fellowship offered through
the hospitality of Marown Church.
During this month we move from
the season of Easter to that of
Trinity. After seven weeks of
rejoicing at Jesus resurrection, a
picnic celebration of Ascension Day
and the vibrant red of Pentecost,
we now turn to looking and
learning again about Jesus life.
Although wholly divine as the Son
of God, I am always amazed and
humbled by Jesus humanity. To
know that our Lord and
Saviour shared the same
human abilities and
weaknesses as me is
both an encouragement
and a consolation.
As Christians we are
called to grow into ‘the
likeness of Christ’, that is to take
upon ourselves the character of
Jesus and embody his teachings.
The many weeks of the Trinity
season aim to help us to do this
growing. Unlike examinations with

an expected pass mark, God does
not set a certain grade that we
must obtain. What is important to
God is the effort we make to live
Christ centred lives. The summer
months are seasons for growing
ready for the harvest; this is true of
our spiritual lives too. As we hear
again of Jesus life our aim should
be to imitate him more closely.
Jean Vanier, founder of the L’Arche
communities, who died last month,
once wrote ‘To grow is to emerge
gradually from a land where our
vision is limited….. to a land of
unlimited horizons and universal
love, where we will be open to
every person and desire their
happiness…. true growth comes
from God, when we cry to him from
the depths of the abyss to let his
Spirit penetrate us. Growth in love
is growth in the Spirit.’
May we each grow in love
and Spirit over the summer
months so that the light of
Christ shines not just on us
but in us and through us.
Then our personal abilities
will be multiplied by God’s grace
and our weaknesses transformed
into strengths for His glory.
Prayers and blessings
Canon Janice

Over the past weeks we have
commended to God’s eternal keeping
Ronnie Cain, Joyce Corkill, Marie Denner
and Reg Thompson.
Foxdale Church
Unfortunately, we still do not have the
go ahead to do the repairs at St Paul’s in
Foxdale, so it remains closed for all use
including worship and occasional offices
and for other uses such as the Soup
Lunches. The churchyard is not affected
and remains open for visitors and burials
etc.
WE NEED YOUR
HELP! Volunteers
needed for our Café
during TT. The cafe
provides a very well
received service to our visitors, and also
brings in very much needed funds to the
running expenses of the church. There is
a post elsewhere which shows when we
are open, but it is basically Race Days,
as well as Evenings during practice
week. You don't have to do every
session, any help is appreciated!

Spring has sprung! This
means that some species of
solitary bees are emerging.
Bees are so important for
humanity and the environment; sadly
they are in decline. Why not grow some
bee-friendly plants? Plants that bees
love include flowering cherry, hawthorn,
pulmonaria, sea thrift, alliums and grape
hyacinth.

Choir Members Please Note
Because of (a) Ascension Day and (b)
TT, there will be no Choir practice for a
few weeks. Our next practice will be on
Thursday 13th June, at the usual time
of 17:45, when I hope you can all
come. The following Sunday, being the
3rd in June, will be a 'Choir Sunday'; I
would hope to sing an anthem but it will
need to be one we already know.
Don Roworth
It’s That Time Again!
The service on Mad Sunday (2nd June)
will be a café church which will be a
blend of BCP style, hymns and a sermon
but with lighter liturgy and some sort of
activity for any children that come.
Refreshments will be served during the
service so folk
can get home
before too
much TT traffic
descends! Also
our popular café will be open on Race
Days and for Evening Practices.
TT Prayer
Heavenly Father, you know and love the
whole of your creation: watch over this
Island and all who visit its shores before,
during and after the TT races. For all who
will race or travel on the Island's roads
we pray that wisdom might triumph over
recklessness; for the officials,
competitors, mechanics, sponsors,
medical support, all the Islands
emergency services, marshals, ancillary
support and all who enjoy the races, that
it may be for all a time of good sport and
enjoyment, in Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen

FUN, ENTHUSIASTIC, ENERGISING, MORE FUN, LAUGHTER, JOY,
CHALLENGING CREATIVE, COLOURFUL, TEACHING THROUGH STORY,
WORSHIP AND DAUNTING!!!!
Lucy Moore held the first Messy Church
in 2004, near Portsmouth. Since then
and within the last 10
years especially, it’s
gone global and
developed. The 5 key
elements are the same
,(Christ Centred,
Celebration, Creativity,
All-Age and Hospitality)
but how these are
delivered depends very
much on the location.
For example, recently in
England, they have streams as varied as
‘Messy Vintage’, ‘Messy Café’, ‘Sweaty
Messy’ and now ‘Messy Prison’. Can you
imagine: no scissors, (banned for
security reasons) and without many
other things we’d consider staples, but
as always, continuing to cross
boundaries, nationalities and
denominations.
In a couple of hundred words I don’t
think I can convey how much we shared,
learnt, dreamed and were challenged in
the 48 hours that was the second
International Messy Church Conference.
More than 60 of the 220 delegates were

from abroad, hailing from New Zealand,
Canada, USA, Australia, Germany,
Croatia, Netherlands,
Sweden, Norway, Denmark,
Hungary, England, Scotland,
Wales and, of course, the Isle
of Man.
The conference theme was
discipleship and we are ALL
disciples - followers of Jesus .
Those of us with a faith are
on a journey. How did you
come to faith? OR have you
always believed? Does God talk to you?
How do we articulate these thoughts and
ideas that spring into our minds. Maybe,
like me, you find that God doesn’t seem
to speak directly to you, but a friend will
broach
something
that really
feels like it
has come
from God:
have you
thought of
this? Have
you tried
this?

When you read this, please have a
cuppa and think about how you came to
be on this journey, who told you the
stories about Jesus. Why are we scared
to tell someone about God, our Sundays
in church, our beliefs? Do you offer to
pray for a friend or neighbour or are you
‘hands on’, do you visit and help them.?
The Church Army recently published a
report based on interviews and research
on Messy Churches during 2016-2018,
with the aim of establishing just how
effective Messy Churches were at
sharing the Gospel. Many new families
are coming to faith. Some are people
who left the church for whatever reason,
who are returning; some are completely,
‘unchurched’ people. Most Messy
Churches are led by lay people, usually
females. No wonder the established
churches are wary; where might this
movement go. Messy Church leaders,
(laity) firmly believe that the Holy Spirit
is blessing this movement - NO, you
won’t find your church full again, but we
do hope we will all learn from
the Messy Churches and more
people can learn to follow
Jesus.
At the Conference we sat to
listen, and also to share our
own stories, followed by either
Messy activities or workshops. One of
our reflections was based on Moses and
the burning bush. Was he scared or
frightened, when God spoke to him?
Was it loud and clear or an awareness?
There he was in the desert looking after
the sheep, alone with his thoughts, and
we can well imagine how this
extraordinary phenomenon would have
caught his attention. Here he was living
in freedom and his fellow Hebrews in
slavery. Another centred around Peter,

the Rock. We were asked to imagine
how many activities around rocks we
could think of. We had about 10 tables
that we could play at, or we could just
meditate on the subject, or share
discussions or just stay on the edge
observing.
Of the nine workshops to choose from I
went to a session relating to teenagers,
and to another one relating to
discipleship. I also went to one entitled
‘Seriously Messy’, designed around death
and dying for children, a safe place
around activities where they could ask
questions. On the Sunday morning, we
were challenged to determine where we
are going, with particular reference to a
beautiful reflection from Revelations,
Chapter 2-3, when God spoke to the
seven churches in Asia. We looked at
what God is saying today to the Messy
Church movement. It is right and proper
to reflect where the Messy Church
movement has come from, where it is
today and where it might lead us.
We were thanked by
various heads of
different denominations,
thanked for joining the
conference, for running
Messy churches but it
was also necessary to
thank the BRF,(Bible Reading Fellowship)
who supply oversight, publishing,
computer technology and many other
resources, as well as the Messy Team
who keep sharing new ideas, publish the
quarterly magazine and so much more.
Please pray for the Messy churches
locally, and encouragers across the
water. Messy blessings, Nancy

Date
Sunday 2nd

7th Sunday of Easter
Sunday 9th

Pentecost

Sunday 16th

Trinity Sunday
Sunday 23

rd

1st Sunday after
Trinity
Sunday 30th

Trinity 2

Time
10.00
18.30
11.15
18.30
10.00
11.30

Location
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Marown

18.30
11.00

Baldwin
Crosby
Chapel
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Baldwin

11.30
18.30
11.15
18.30

Last month’s puzzle solution

Details
Café Church
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Pentecost Family HC
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW) Choir
Celtic Communion (Child
Groups)
Healing Service
Anniversary Service
Family Service (Child Groups)
Holy Communion (CW)
All Ages Together
Guest Service

Dates for Your Diary
15th
Diocesan Study Day 10am – 4pm Peel Cathedral see below
for more details.
19th
Chapter Court, 6pm St George’s training session, 8pm
swearing in of Church Wardens.
th
26
Looking After God’s Kingdom Eco Church events, see
Rosemary Gibson for more details
th
th
26 – 28 Sept Godly Play Training, Marown (See below)
Is your event in our Diary? Send the details to Heather if you want it to
be included, along with your newsletter contributions. Anything sent by
email must be in by the second Sunday of the month before. If it is hand
written, it must be in before that. All events and other diary dates included
must be in line with our Christian beliefs and values.
All events published in the newsletter will automatically be advertised on
the Parish Facebook page unless you specifically indicate that you do not
want this. Don’t forget to check out the Facebook page regularly too!
Godly Play
Diocesan Study
Day
Open to absolutely everyone
who is interested in learning
more about the faith. There will
be teaching, but also
opportunities for questions and
group work. Focus will be
implementation of the Bishop’s
3 priorities for the Diocese 2019
– 2021. Please bring your own
lunch, tea and coffee will be
available. If you are interested
in attending, please let Canon
Janice know so that numbers
can be estimated for the
refreshments.

Bookings are being taken for a Godly Play Training
session at Marown Church on Thursday 26th – Saturday
28th September. Estimated cost £320, including Godly
Play Storytellers Guide, lunch and refreshments. (Check
whether your Church is funding places.) As well as
learning about the aims of Godly Play and how to set up
a space for storytelling, there will be opportunities for
personal spiritual reflection. If you’re interested, plese
email so that the training can be confirmed – a minimum
of 12 is required. For more info, or to book, contact
Annie Naylor at annie.naylor@iom.com

On that long ago first morning of
Pentecost, Jerusalem was crowded with
thousands of visitors, for it was one of
the most popular feast-days in the
Jewish calendar – the Feast of First
Fruits, looking forward
to the wheat harvest.
It was seven weeks
after Easter, or 50
days including Easter.
A feast day to
celebrate the country’s
wheat harvest does
not sound exactly
world-changing, but
that year, it became
one of the most
important days in
world history. For
Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent
the Holy Spirit - the day the Church was
born.
Jesus had told His disciples that
something big was going to happen, and
that they were to wait for it in
Jerusalem, instead of returning to
Galilee. Jesus had plans for His
disciples – but He knew they could not
do the work themselves – they would
need His help. And so they waited in
Jerusalem, praying together with His
other followers, for many days. So it
came about that in one small room of
that great city, a group of people who
had been the main followers of Jesus
were praying. Jesus had died, He had
risen, and He had ascended, promising
to send them ‘a Comforter’. Then they

were left alone, waiting for they knew
not what. They were not disappointed:
for that morning the Holy Spirit fell upon
that small room, and transformed those
believers into the Church, Christ’s body
here on earth. There was suddenly the
sound as of a
mighty rushing
wind. Tongues of
flame flickered on
their heads, and
they began to
praise God in many
tongues – to the
astonishment of
those who heard
them. The Holy
Spirit came to
indwell the
disciples and
followers of Jesus: and the Church was
born. The Christians were suddenly full
of life and power, utterly different from
their former fearful selves. The change
in them was permanent. Peter gave the
first ever sermon of the Christian Church
that morning: proclaiming Jesus was
the Messiah. His
boldness in the
face of possible
death was in
marked contrast
to the man who
had denied
Jesus 50 days
before.
And 3,000
people
responded, were

converted, and were baptised. How’s
that for fast church growth!

Of course, Pentecost was not the first
time the Holy Spirit had acted in this
resurrection, He could INDWELL them.
From now on, every Christian could have
the confidence that Jesus was with them
constantly, through the indwelling of His

Holy Spirit. The Spirit now had a new
instrument: not just isolated prophets,
but the Church, His body on earth.
world. All through the Old Testament
there are accounts of how God’s Spirit
guided people and strengthened them.
From its base in Jerusalem, the Gospel
had spread in 30 years throughout the
northern Mediterranean: Syria, Turkey,
Greece, Malta... and to the very heart of
the Roman Empire: Rome. The Church
was on the move – God was on the
move! He was calling people from every
nation to repent, to turn to Jesus for
forgiveness of their sins, and to follow
Him.

Trinity Sunday, celebrating our God who is Three Persons
Trying to explain the doctrine of the Trinity has kept many a theologian busy down the
centuries. One helpful picture is to imagine the sun shining in the sky. The sun itself –
way out there in space, and unapproachable in its fiery majesty – is the Father. The
light that flows from it, and which illuminates all our lives, is the Son. The heat that
flows from it, and which gives us all the energy to move and grow, is the Holy Spirit.
You cannot have the sun without its light and its heat. The light and the heat are from
the sun, are of the sun, and yet are also distinct in themselves, with their own roles to
play. The Bible makes clear that God
is One God, who is disclosed in three
persons: Father, Son (Jesus Christ)
and Holy Spirit. For example:
Deuteronomy 6:4: ‘Hear O Israel,
The Lord our God, the Lord is one.’
Isaiah 45:22: ‘Turn to me and
be saved… for I am God, and there
is no other.’ Genesis 1:1-2: ‘In
the beginning God created…. and
the Spirit of God was
hovering…’ Judges 14:6: ‘The
Spirit of the Lord came upon
him in power…’ John 1:1-3: ‘In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing
was made that has been made.’ Luke 24:49 actually manages to squeeze the whole
Trinity into one sentence. Jesus tells His disciples: ‘I am going to send you what my
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power (the
Holy Spirit) from on high.’ In other words, the sun eternally gives off light and heat,
and whenever we turn to its brilliant light, we find that the warmth and life soon
follows.

Tom Cowell writes:

It’s been a great season for visitors to St
Luke’s. On Sunday 7th April we were very
pleased to welcome Bishop Michael of
Cashel Fern and Ossory in the Republic of
Ireland, who came to preach to us. He
told us how pleased
he was to come to
such a beautiful little
Church among the
hills and amid the
golden gorse and wild
flowers. Bishop
Michael is a regular
visitor to the Island
but this was his first
visit to St Luke’s.
On 14th May
the Manx
Voices choir
helped us to
celebrate
our Church
Anniversary.
They had
another very successful Guild with high
scores and wins in a variety of classes.

Your Garden in June

required for all the beds, borders and
pots, but taking care not to waterlog the
containers. It’s a good idea to put
containers up on little ‘feet’, so that they
can drain freely. You’ll be regularly
mowing your lawn now, but it isn’t
helpful to water the lawn because it
encourages the roots to come to the
surface instead of digging down to find
water. If the grass gets a bit brown in
the sun, don’t worry, it will recover.
It’s also a good time to mulch your
borders; a good thick mulch will suppress
weeds and will also help to retain
precious water around the roots of your
shrubs and specimen plants. Regularly
check your roses for aphids; if you do
this often you’ll find them before they
have had chance to damage the new
growth and it is possible to remove them
by squishing them (use gloves or kitchen
roll if you’re a bit squeamish!). That way
there is no need to use insecticides that
damage the environment – and cost
money too. If you haven’t already done
so, get your vegetable seeds such as
broad beans sown or if you’ve already
done this, they may be big enough to
plant out. What about trying some new
veggies this year? How about some
celeriac or rainbow chard for a change?

Thomas S J Cowell MBE.

We continue to plant out our more
tender shrubs and annuals as the
weather improves. Citrus trees that were
brought in for the winter should go
outside now, and regular watering is

Let's take a look at one of the less
traditional hymns that we sing only
occasionally in services, but which
we know well because it is popular
for weddings and has frequently
been heard on TV in Songs of
Praise. We may refer to it as a
hymn, but the author described it as
“a dancing kind of song”, whose life
is in the music as much as in the
words.
The words and music of ‘Lord of the
Dance’ were written in 1963 by
Sidney Carter (1915-2004). Born in
London, he had a varied career,
including being a schoolmaster and
serving abroad in an Ambulance
Unit during the war.
Later he
developed into a folk-song writer
and performer, and he wrote 'Lord
of the Dance' in the early days of
the English folk-song revival, when
song was used to convey a radical
social message.
He was a
committed Christian and a great
hymn-lover, but this worship song
has some elements of protest
against the 'stuck-in-a-rut-ness' of
church services as they were then.
However, there is also a strong
positive message in 'Lord of the
Dance'. Describing the genesis of
the song, Sydney Carter wrote that,
whatever our formal creeds may be

“faith will still go dancing on. I see
Christ as the incarnation of that

piper who is calling us ... I sing of
the dancing pattern in the life and
words of Jesus.”
In writing 'I

danced in the morning ...', Sydney
Carter was referring back to a much
older concept. Dance was a major
theme in Christian thinking in the
Middle Ages. We know the old carol
'Tomorrow shall be my dancing
day', which sings about Christ
coming to call my true love to the
dance, and this was picked up by
the
Shaker
movement
who
expressed their joyful assurance in
Christ's salvation by singing and
dancing.
Maybe we too need to have a more
spontaneous response to the
wonder of God's concern for us as
we go 'One more step along the
world' - another of Sidney Carter's
spiritual songs. When we sing ‘Lord
of the Dance’ on a Sunday morning
it is often as the last hymn in the
service, so that we finish with a
smile on our faces and we all leave
(hopefully) with more of a spring in
their steps! And that is how it
should be when we respond to the
calling of Jesus.
Don Roworth

The Tank Man of Tiananmen
Square
The Tank Man of Tiananmen Square in
Beijing made world headlines – and
became an iconic image of the twentieth
century – 30 years ago, on 5th June
1989, when he temporarily halted a
column of tanks by standing in front of
them on the morning after a massacre in
the square. Widespread protests in
China against the Communist-led
Government and for basic human rights
had come to a head when martial law
was declared and the Army opened fire
on up to a million people, resulting in
more than 10,000 deaths. Tiananmen
means Gate of Heavenly Peace. The gate
is on the north of the square, separating
it from the Forbidden City. The Tank
Man climbed
on to the lead
tank and spoke
to the soldiers
inside. He then
returned to
block the tanks
but was pulled aside. No-one knows what
happened to him, but the authorities
stated that he was not killed. Discussion
of the massacre – known as the ‘4th June
Incident’ in China – is considered a
watershed event which set limits on
political expression in China well into the
21st century. The Government still
forbids discussion of it, and last year a
church was shut down for trying to hold
a service of remembrance.
Loneliness week – 17th to 21st June
Britain is in the midst of a loneliness
epidemic. A survey by the Jo Cox
Commission in 2017 revealed that nine
million of us in the UK are affected by it.

So, no wonder that there is an increasing
objective to raise awareness of isolation
in the UK. Loneliness hurts you
physically as well as mentally. It has even
been said that it
can be as bad
for your health
as smoking 15
cigarettes a day.
It can raise
blood pressure,
and cause
diabetes and obesity. Technology is a
big factor: we send emails rather than
talk, we have virtual team workspaces
rather than speaking in person. We use
LinkedIn and Facebook to keep in touch.
One health expert said, “We’re getting
out of the habit of actual conversations.”
People who work from home and who
also live alone can go days without
speaking to anyone. No wonder that the
millennial generation, for whom
technology accounts for an increasing
percentage of their interaction, are
reporting high levels of anxiety.
If you are
affected by
loneliness,
experts advise
that you
simply try and make as many social
connections as you can, however brief.
Make tea for someone at work, or chat to
your neighbour. If you suspect that you
know folk who may be lonely, is there
anything that your church family could do
to help? Could someone organise weekly
trips for a small group to go into town or
to the garden centre? How about setting
up a knitting group or another special
interest group of some kind? What about
more support for young parents?

How do you spot fake news?
Here are some
tips which may
prove useful.

from Nazi control, and laid the
foundations of victory on the Western
Front. Planning for the operation involved
a great deal of deception as to timing
and the precise location of the landings.

good look at the
website where
you found it, including the About Us
section. Is it really a news site? Are
other stories from this site believable?
Can you find this story and the other
stories on the site anywhere else?
What is the domain name? If it is similar
to a respected website, that is a bad
sign. Also beware of any domain names
that are strange, or very long.
Who wrote the story? Does the website
provide any names? Do a web search on
these people. Are they really journalists?
How current is the story? Sometimes
very old, out of date stories get recycled.
Do your own research. If the story
claims that something specific happened
somewhere, try and find that same story
on other websites. If the story is just on
that one website, be careful! If in doubt,
try approaching an organisation you trust
that deals in that same area.
Beware social media Anyone could have
written it.
Finally, if you are left in any doubt, then

The weather on
D-Day was not
ideal, and the
operation had to
be delayed 24
hours. None of
the immediate
goals were achieved, but a foothold was
gained which the Allies expanded over
the coming months. The Germans had
been misled by inaccurate storm
forecasts and were unprepared – with
many leaders, including General Rommel,
not in position. King George VI had
earlier rallied England to prayer, and on
the eve of battle crowded services were
held on landing craft, ships and airfields,
with chaplains urging troops to put their
trust in God. In America, as news of the
invasion was broadcast, stores closed
and prayer meetings were organised all
over the country. Museums, memorials,
and war cemeteries in Normandy still
welcome many visitors each year.

What is the
source? Have a

doubt!

Looking back on D-Day 1944
D-Day took place 75 years ago, on
6th June 1944, when over 150,000
Allied troops landed on the
beaches of Normandy, France.
The Battle of Normandy ended on
25th August with victory for the
Allies. It began the liberation of
France – and eventually Europe –

Laughter Lines

Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun every year.

Go to church this Sunday - and avoid the Christmas rush.

Seasoned travellers, the missionary and his wife went to book reservations at the airlines
counter. They humbly requested: “Two tickets to wherever our luggage is going.”

The new minister, encouraged by the numbers in church for his first sermon, began: “I
have never had the pleasure of preaching to such a dense crowd before.”

A patient, while recovering in the hospital from a heart attack, met an over-zealous
evangelist. After listening politely for over a half-hour on how thankful he should be to have
been spared, and how he should repent at once, he was asked if all of his sins had flashed
before his eyes during the heart attack. The patient responded, "Don't be ridiculous. The
attack lasted only 6 hours."

