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Dear Friends and Parishioners

I am sure you have noticed the
number of sets of traffic lights that
have appeared around the island
over the past months. The ones at
the Glen Darragh Crossroads in
Glen Vine are creating a mini
carpark as far as the vicarage first
thing in the mornings as traffic
queues to get through them!
These traffic controls are a
necessary part of safety as people
work on the roads but we tend to
see them as an inconvenience to be
passed through as quickly as
possible; we dislike being kept
waiting, our journeys interrupted,
as other road users take their turn
to move onwards; we see the time
spent waiting as a waste. Our
eyes are glued to the red light
anticipating its change to amber
and green so we can zoom off to
something far more important than
sitting stationary for a minute or
two.
As we have been progressing
through our Lent reading ‘Generous
God, Generous People’ I have
realised that this time of year in
Church is like sitting at a set of red
traffic lights. Lent asks us as
Christians to stop our usual activity
and, through prayer and Bible
study, to wait upon God, listening
for the Holy Spirit to direct us,

perhaps down a new route in our
lives. Knowing Holy Week is only a
few weeks away, and with signs of
the new life of spring all around us,
we sense that we are looking ahead
for the ‘amber lights’ of the last
days of Jesus earthly life. On Palm
Sunday we re-enact Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem; on
Maundy Thursday we share His Last
Supper; on Good Friday we ‘Watch
at the Foot of the Cross’. Then the
light goes ‘green’ and we are off on
the joy and delight of Easter Day:
the Good News of the Resurrection,
the conquering of sin and death,
the promise of eternal life and
journeying once more in the hands
of Jesus. We may now be on a
new road or an old familiar one that
has been resurfaced but if we have
used the ‘red light’ waiting time of
the Lent wisely then we will be
better travellers than when we set
out, our time will not have been
wasted but put to good use,
discerning God’s route for our lives.
So as you arrive at the traffic lights,
instead of praying that the colours
will quickly change, use the pause
to consider what God may be trying
to tell you this Lent.
Every blessing
Canon Janice

Over the past weeks we have
welcomed into the Christian family
by baptism Azzura Mazzone and
commended to God’s eternal
keeping Brian Mason

memory of a loved one, who will
then be remembered in the Easter
Prayers, please contact: Eileen
Speers 851784 (Marown) or Tom
Cowell (St Luke’s).

Flowers and Cleaning at
St Luke’s
We plan to decorate the church for
Easter Day on Saturday 26th April,
from 10am onwards, so we would
really appreciate your help. We will
need:
 Helpers to spring clean the
church;
 Helpers to decorate the church
with flowers;
 Daffodils, and other flowers, as
well as greenery.

Newsletter Contributions

News about Foxdale
Church
Unfortunately, we still do not have
the go ahead to do the repairs at St
Paul’s in Foxdale, so it remains
closed for all use including
worship and occasional offices and
for other uses such as the Soup
Lunches. The churchyard is not
affected and remains open for
visitors and burials etc.

Easter Lilies
Anyone wishing to contribute
toward Easter Flowers in either
Marown or St Luke’s Church in

Do you have any news items that you
would like to include in the Parish
Newsletter? Please send them to
Heather if you do. Items for inclusion in
the following month’s newsletter must
be received by no later than the second
Sunday of the month if emailed - earlier
if hand written. We reserve the right to
edit all copy and cannot accept anything
which is not in line with our Christian
beliefs and values. The Vicar will have
the final decision on this if a problem
arises.

Solutions to last month’s
puzzles

Date
Sunday 7th

Time
10.00
11.30
15.00
18.30
11.15

Location
Marown
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown

18.30

Baldwin

Holy Week: Monday
15th
Holy Week: Tuesday
16th
Holy Week:
Wednesday 17th
Holy Week: Maundy
Thursday (18th)

19.00

Marown

Details
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Messy Church
Holy Baptism
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Palm Sunday Holy
Communion
Palm Sunday Holy
Communion
Compline

19.00

Marown

Compline

19.00

Marown

Compline

19.00

Marown

Holy Week: Good
Friday (19th)
Saturday 20th

14.00

Marown

18.30

Cathedral

Maundy Thursday Holy
Communion and stripping
the altar
At the Foot of the Cross
Service
Confirmation Service

Easter Day:
Sunday 21st

11.15

Marown

18.30

Baldwin

10.00
Sunday of Easter 10.45
18.30

Marown
Marown
Baldwin

5th Sunday of Lent.
Passiontide begins
Sunday 14th

Palm Sunday

Easter Eve

Sunday 28th

2

nd

Easter Day Holy
Communion
Easter Day Holy
Communion
Morning Prayer (CW)
Annual Meetings
Holy Communion (CW)

Dates for Your Diary
4th 7pm Parochial Church Council Marown Church.
13th 10am Rose Queen Meeting at Marown Church
14th
Entries for the Electoral Roll closing date
th
18 12 noon Diocesan Chrism Eucharist in the Cathedral, presided over by
Bishop Peter. Oils are consecrated and Readers, Deacons and Priests
renew their vows. +Peter has invited church members to come along
and, if you wish, stay for lunch afterwards. If you’re interested, please
let Canon Janice know before 10th April for catering numbers.
28th 10.45am Annual Parochial Church Meeting after the 10am service.
It’s your church, make sure you are a part of it!
Is your event in our Diary? Send the details to Heather if you want it to
be included. If you send it by email, it must be in by the second Sunday of
the month before. If it is hand written, it must be in before that. All events
and other diary dates included must be in line with our Christian beliefs and
values.
All events published in the newsletter will automatically be advertised on
the Parish Facebook page unless you specifically indicate that you do not
want this. Don’t forget to check out the
Facebook page regularly too!

Tom Cowell writes:
A reminder that there are no
flowers in our Churches in Lent, but
we would welcome all help to
decorate St Luke’s for Easter. This
will take place on Easter Eve,
Saturday 20th April from 10am
onwards. We would be grateful for
your donations of flowers and
foliage too.

Your Garden in April

Earth up your
early potatoes
and give
winter heather
bushes a

gentle trim. [You’re not coming

near me with those shears! – Ed]

Transplant evergreen shrubs and
conifers, and trim back evergreen
hedges. Plant tomato plants out to
grow in a cool greenhouse and
train them to grown up tall canes or
strings – unless they are bush
tomatoes. Cut back old foliage
from ornamental grasses and ferns,
but take care not to damage the
new green shoots. Check your
lawn for bare patches and sow
some more grass seed where
necessary. Water gently – if you
are too vigorous, you’ll just wash
the seed away. A little nitrogen
feed wouldn’t go amiss either. Cut
back your lavender bushes to just
above the vigorous growing shoots

and also prune back your winter
jasmine. This is the time to give
your naturalised winter bulbs some
organic fertiliser. There’s still time
to plant out summer flowering
bulbs. Move your container plants
back outdoors, but be ready to
bring them back in if the nights are
cold or if there is any threat of
frost. Start watering when new
green shoots begin to appear.
Remove suckers from rose trees
and also from standard shrubs.
Clean out your pond and check
over your pond pump and replace
the filter, making sure to remove
any dead leaves that have ended
up in there. It’s also time to prune
any soft fruit bushes lightly. Aim to
make them a goblet shape, so cut
out any branches that are crossing,
dead areas and any branches that
are cluttering up the centre of the
bush too much. Keeping an airy
middle of fruit such as currants and
gooseberries will mean that they
are much less likely to attract
insects that damage the bushes
and fruit. Thomas S J Cowell MBE
“Oh, Adam was a gardener, and God who
made him sees That half a proper gardener's
work is done upon his knees, So when your
work is finished, you can wash your hands
and pray For the Glory of the Garden that it
may not pass away And the Glory of the
Garden it shall never pass away” From
Kipling’s The Glory of the Garden

An Hour at the
Foot of the
Cross. 2pm 19th
Our Good Friday
service is a quiet,
reflective hour as
we consider the
great sacrifice
made for us by
Jesus on the Cross.
A large wooden
cross is displayed
to focus our
thoughts and this
same cross is
carried outside at
the end of the
service. It is very
moving.
What do you think about when
Easter is mentioned?
Is it the chocolate? Or the Easter
Bunny? Or maybe it’s the thrill of seeing
the Earth come back to life
after winter, with all the
green shoots, and blossom,
and the lambs in the fields?
In the Church year, Easter is
the pinnacle of our
celebrations. After the penitential
solemnity of Lent, we enter Passiontide,
and the triumph of the Palm Sunday
entry into Jerusalem. Then the quiet
waiting of Holy Week, when we reflect
on those momentous days in the last
week of the life on Earth of Christ, and
into Good Friday, the Crucifixion, the

intense waiting of Easter Eve, and then
the JOY of Easter Day! But, you might
be secretly asking yourself, what does it
all mean? We do have a tendency in the
Anglican Church to assume that
everyone automatically knows what
we’re talking about. But is that
true? I’ve set out here a cross
between a glossary and an FAQ
(frequently asked questions for
those who aren’t internet surfers).
Hope you enjoy it and maybe it will
help a little.
Why does Easter keep changing its date?
Easter is determined by the Jewish
calendar. This is because in the Bible,
the death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ happened after the Jewish
festival of Passover, and followers

wanted it to be celebrated as such.
However, this is slightly tricky because
the Jewish calendar is based on lunar
cycles of 354 days, whereas
Christian culture is based on
the solar year of 365 days, so
collating the two can be
complicated. Passover is
calculated by the first full
moon following the vernal
equinox — a day in spring
when night and day are
exactly the same length. It is thought
that, in the early days of the Christian
Church, Easter would fall on the first
Sunday immediately after the vernal
equinox. However, a more standardised
system was established in 1583 which
dictates that the full moon is taken to be
the 14th day of the lunar month.
Passover is thus celebrated according to
the first full moon date after March 20.
Easter is always celebrated on the
Sunday immediately following that, so as
a result, it no longer directly corresponds
to the moon cycles. Clear as mud? But
did you know that Easter is the origin of
the term ‘a moveable feast’? That’s
because that is exactly what it is – a
Feast day (or major celebration in the
church year) that isn’t on a set day every
year: it moves about.
Where did the Easter Bunny tradition
come from? The story of the Easter
Bunny is thought to have become
common in the 19th Century. Rabbits
usually give birth to a big litter of babies
(called kittens), so they became a
symbol of new life. Legend has it that
the Easter bunny lays, decorates and
hides eggs, which are also a symbol of
new life. This is why some children
might enjoy Easter egg hunts as part of
the festival. The exact origins of the
Easter bunny are clouded in mystery.

One theory is that the symbol of the
rabbit stems from pagan tradition,
specifically the festival of a goddess of
fertility whose animal symbol
was a bunny. But according to
some sources, the Easter bunny
first arrived in America in the
1700s with German immigrants
who settled in Pennsylvania and
brought with them their
tradition of an egg-laying hare
called “Osterhase” or “Oschter
Haws.” Their children made nests in
which this creature could lay its coloured
eggs. Eventually, the custom spread
across the US and the fabled rabbit’s
Easter morning deliveries expanded to
include chocolate and other types of
gifts, while decorated baskets replaced
nests. Children often left out carrots for
the bunny in case it got hungry from all
that hopping. Bunnies aren’t the animal
traditionally associated with Easter in
every country though. In Switzerland,
Easter eggs are delivered by a cuckoo
and in parts of Germany by a fox.
Why do we have Easter Eggs? The egg,
also an ancient symbol of new life, was
associated with pagan festivals
celebrating spring. From a Christian
perspective, Easter eggs are said to
represent Jesus’ emergence from the
tomb, resurrection and new life.
Decorating eggs for Easter is a tradition
that dates back to at least the 13th
century. One explanation for this custom
is that eggs were formerly a forbidden
food during the Lenten season, so
people would paint and decorate them
to mark the end of the period of
penance and fasting, then eat them on
Easter Day as part of the celebration.
Easter egg hunts and egg rolling are two
popular egg-related traditions. In the
US, the White House Easter Egg Roll, a

race in which children push decorated,
hard-boiled eggs across the White House
lawn, is an annual event held on Easter
Monday. There are also lots of egg
rolling traditions in the British Isles.
Some people say that egg rolling is
symbolic of the stone blocking Jesus’
tomb being rolled away, leading to his
resurrection. It’s also commonly
believed that the completely empty shell
of our chocolate eggs is supposed to
represent the empty shell of the tomb
when Jesus rose from the dead. The
tomb is empty, so the egg is empty.
What is the Paschal Candle? The
Paschal candle is a large, white candle
used in liturgies
in Western
Christianity. A
new Paschal
candle is blessed
and lit every
year at Easter,
and is lit
throughout the Easter season at all
worship services, usually up to Ascension
Day. It is then lit throughout the year
on special occasions, such as baptisms
and funerals. For congregations that
use a Paschal candle, it is the largest
candle in the worship space. In most
cases today the candle will display
several common symbols. The cross is
always the central symbol; and the
Greek letters Alpha and Omega signify
that God is the beginning and the end.
The current year is displayed to
represent God in the present amidst the
congregation and five grains of incense
are embedded in the candle (sometimes
encased in wax "nails") to represent the
five wounds of Jesus. In medieval times
Paschal candles often reached a
stupendous size, like the Salisbury
Cathedral one which was said to have

been 36 feet (11 metres) tall. The new
candle is often lit at the Easter Vigil on
the night of Holy Saturday.
What does Passiontide mean?
Passiontide is the name for the last two
weeks of Lent, beginning on the Fifth
Sunday of Lent, long celebrated as
Passion Sunday, and ending on Holy
Saturday. Through participation in the
whole sequence of the Easter services,
the Christian shares in Christ’s own
journey, from the triumphal entry into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to the empty
tomb on Easter morning and the
Resurrection. The procession with palms,
which has been observed in Jerusalem
since the fourth century, is accompanied
by the reading or singing of the Passion
Narrative, in which the whole story of
the week is anticipated. Maundy (note,
not Maunday) Thursday (from
mandatum, ‘commandment’) contains a
rich complex of
themes: humble
Christian service
expressed through
Christ’s washing of his
disciples’ feet, the Last Supper, from
which springs the Eucharist, the
perfection of Christ’s loving obedience
through the agony of Gethsemane. On
Maundy Thursday the entire church is
darkened to represent the darkness of a
world without God and the church is
stripped of all decoration. It continues
bare and empty as we pass into, and
through Good Friday. No liturgy is set
for Good Friday, because there can be
no adequate way of recalling the death
of the Son of God, other than silence
and desolation. But within the silence
there grows a sense of peace and
completion, and then rising excitement
as the Easter Vigil draws near.

Laughter Lines

You know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today. They
left a little note on the windshield that read: ‘Parking Fine’. That was so
nice.

A young minister was telling his church the story of the Good Samaritan, in
which a man was beaten, robbed and left for dead. He got carried away
and described the situation in vivid detail, wanting his congregation to catch
the drama of it all. Then he asked rhetorically: 'If you saw a person lying
on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?' A little girl
broke the hushed silence, “I think I'd be sick.”

At a baptism the young minister was full of enthusiasm. He held the baby
in his arms and speculated aloud as to the child’s possible future. “He may
become a captain of industry, a great scientist, or a gifted teacher –
someone on whom hundreds of young boys may model themselves.” Then
turning to the parents in a rather grand manner, he asked, “And so what
name to you give to this child?” Timidly, the reply came: “Amanda Jane.”

Gracious, loving Father,
Thank you for the wonderful reality of Jesus’ resurrection
on that first Easter Day. Thank you that, because Jesus is
alive, life has meaning and purpose. When we don’t
understand why some things happen, when life is difficult,
when we are struggling through pain and loss, help us to
know your risen presence and love in our lives. Help us to
choose to trust you. Help us always to be thankful for your
amazing Easter gift of life and hope. In Jesus name, Amen.

