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Dear Friends and Parishioners

It seems rather early to issue the
greeting of ‘Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year’. As I write this
letter we are still in the final days of
November and are waiting for
Advent to arrive. None-the-less I
do hope that you will enjoy all the
delights this season holds which for
us, as Christians, are manifold.
Heather Paisley is taking over from
Sue Sharples as editor of the
magazine and she includes a piece
about Advent which I am sure you
will enjoy reading so I won’t add
any more here about this special
time in the Church year. As we
welcome Heather into this new role
we say a huge THANK YOU to
Sue who has compiled and printed
the magazine for well over ten
years; sterling service and
dedication which we have greatly
appreciated.
It is an apt time of year for such a
change as we say goodbye to the
past and look to the future. In
Church we have the double future
vision of watching and waiting for
Jesus’ second coming as well as the
celebrations of our Saviour’s birth
on Christmas Day.

During our Advent study this year
(Monday evenings during December
- 3rd, 10th and 17th) we will think
about the nature of judgement,
death, heaven and hell. Christians
have a particular understanding of
these ideas which help us order our
lives as God commands.
Judgement is about purification and
cleansing; death is a state through
which we pass into God’s kingdom;
heaven is the eternal realm of God
where Jesus reigns as King of
Kings; and hell …… well what might
that be?
One thing we can be sure of is that
God loves us and wants what is
best for us, hence, sending Jesus
into our world. This is the crux of
our faith and of the seasons of
Advent and Christmas. I do hope
you will be able to attend our
various Christmas services to
worship our mighty and glorious
God and that you will encourage
family and friends to accompany
you. Details of these services are
included in this magazine as usual.
May God bless you and all whom
you love this Advent and
Christmastide.
Canon Janice

Canon Janice Writes:
I know that many of you enjoyed
the letters that Ozzy, the vicarage
Newfoundland dog, wrote over the
past 20 months in this magazine.
He brought a unique view to church
life which I hope informed and
amused you. Sadly, Ozzy
succumbed to the frailties of age
that large breed dogs suffer as the
arthritis in his joints severely limited
his movement until he couldn’t
stand unaided. He went to eternal
sleep on Monday 5th November.

News about Foxdale
Church
There has been another partial
collapse of the ceiling in Foxdale
Church in the area by the sink.
Though this is not a huge hole it
might indicate further loose plaster
waiting to drop. The Archdeacon
has asked that we have the area
professionally assessed before any
repairs are carried out, which is
sensible advice given the similar
situation we had 18 months ago in
the nave. Unfortunately, this
means that until further notice the
church will be closed for all use
including worship and occasional
offices and for other uses such as
the Soup Lunches. The churchyard
is not affected and remains open

for visitors and burials etc. Sadly it
doesn’t look like it will reopen until
some time in the New Year.
Advent Course 2018
This year’s Advent Course started
on the last Monday in November
and will run for the first three
Mondays in December. This year’s
topics are known as ‘The four last
things of humankind’ as Janice has
said in her letter. Traditionally, it
used to be that these were the four
topics for the four Sundays in
Advent. The course takes place at
Marown Church and starts at 7pm.
All welcome, even if you can’t make
all four, because each one ‘stands
alone’.
Newsletter Contributions
Do you have any news items that
you would like to include in the
Parish Newsletter? Please send
them to Heather if you do. Items
for inclusion in the following
month’s newsletter must be
received by no later than the
second Sunday of the month if
emailed - earlier if hand written.
We reserve the right to edit all copy
and cannot accept anything which
is not in line with our Christian
beliefs and values. The Vicar will
have the final decision on this if a
problem arises.

Now in its 32nd year, the

Peace Light from Bethlehem

campaign was originally organised
by the Austrian Broadcasting
Company - ORF (Linz) - and was
part of a large
charitable relief
mission - Light
into Darkness, for
children in need in
Austria and
abroad.
Since 1986 there has been a great
deal of co-operation between
Scouts and Guides in many
countries which has allowed the
light to travel throughout Europe,
such that the light is passed on to
30 European Countries and for the
past few years, on to North
America, Mexico and Canada .
Each year, a child from Upper
Austria kindles a flame from the
"Eternal Flame" from the Nativity
Grotto in Bethlehem where Jesus
was born.
The light is
then flown
to Austria
from where
it is
distributed
at a Service of Dedication to
delegations from across Europe
who take it back, with a message of
Peace, to their own countries for

use at ecumenical services
throughout the Continent. Scouts
and Guides can then take the light
on to other churches, hospitals, old
peoples’ homes, prisons, and places
of public, cultural and political
importance - to anybody that
appreciates the significance of the
"gift".
The Peace Light has been coming
to the Isle of Man for a few years
now, and it will be in our Parish
too. It burns right through
Christmas and we can look at it and
think of the small, humble place in
Bethlehem where it was first
kindled, in the place where the
Light of the World first came to
earth. May the kindly spirit of
Christmas spread its radiance far
and wide, so all the world may feel
the glow, of this Holy
Christmastide.
http://www.peacelight.org.uk/

Date
Sunday 2nd

Time
10.00
11.30
14.30
18.30
19.00
19.30
10.00
11.30
13.00
18.30
19.00
10.00
11.30

Location
Marown
Marown
Old St Runius
Baldwin
Marown
Marown
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Baldwin
Marown
Marown
Marown

Monday 17
Monday 17th

15.00
19.00
18.00

Thursday 20th

19.00

Baldwin
Marown
Foxdale
School
Crosby
Methodist
Chapel
Marown
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Baldwin
Marown
Marown

Monday 3rd
Tuesday 4th
Sunday 9th

Monday 10th
Sunday 16th

th

Friday 21st
Sunday 23rd

14.00
10.00
15.00
18.30
th
Monday 24
18.30
Christmas Eve 23.30
Tuesday 25th 10.00
Christmas Day
Sunday 30th
11.15
18.30

Marown
Baldwin

Details
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Family Communion
Holy Baptism
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Advent Course
MU Advent Carol Service
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Service (Child Groups)
Holy Baptism
Holy Communion (BCP)
Advent Course
Holy Communion (CW) Choir
Celtic Communion (Child
Groups)
Walkers Carol Service
Advent Course
Foxdale School and Village
Carol Service
Village Carol Service
Marown School Carol Service
Holy Communion (CW)
Nativity Play and Christingle
Carol Service
Christmas Communion
Christmas Communion
Family Service
All-ages Together Worship
Holy Communion (CW)

Date
Sunday 6th

Location
Marown
Marown
Baldwin
Marown
Baldwin

Details
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Messy Church (relocated)
Evening Prayer (BCP)
All-ages Together Worship
Holy Communion (BCP)

Plough Sunday
Sunday 20th
10.00
11.30

Marown
Marown

18.30
10.00
11.30
18.30

Baldwin
Marown
Marown
Baldwin

Holy Communion (CW) Choir
Celtic Communion (Child
Groups)
Healing Service
Morning Prayer (CW)
Family Service (Child Groups)
Holy Communion (CW)

Epiphany

Sunday 13th

Baptism of
Christ

Sunday 27

th

Time
10.00
11.30
18.30
11.15
18.30

Is your event in our Diary? Send the details to Heather if you want it to be
included. If you send it by email, it must be in by the second Sunday of the
month before. If it is hand written, it must be in before that. All events
and other diary dates included must be in line with our Christian beliefs and
values.
All events published in the newsletter will automatically be advertised on
the Parish Facebook page unless you specifically indicate that you do not
want this. Don’t forget to check out the Facebook page regularly too!

ADVENT – IS IT REALLY
JUST ABOUT A
CHOCOLATE CALENDAR
Have you all got your advent
calendars ready? Isn’t it strange
that everyone who is anyone has
an advent calendar with chocolate
behind the little doors, but hardly
anyone knows what Advent really
means? Advent, the period of
preparation for Christmas and the
celebration of the birth of Jesus,
begins on the Sunday nearest to
30th November. This year, the first
Sunday of Advent falls on 2nd
December. But it isn’t about
whether we’ve got a big enough
turkey or if we’ve forgotten any
important presents. The word
advent means ‘the arrival of a
notable person or thing’. To
Christians, Advent is a period of
preparation for the coming of the
Christ Child: the time when we look
forward to the Celebration of the
coming of Christ into our world.
But Advent has a twofold character:
as a season to prepare for
Christmas - a time to consider how
we have behaved during the
yearand to repent of the things

we’ve done that have grieved our
Father in Heaven, as we prepare to
celebrate Christ's first coming to us.
But it is also, and just as
importantly, a season that directs
the minds and hearts to ponder on
Christ's Second Coming.
Advent is thus a period for devout
and joyful expectation as well as
preparation. Preparing ourselves
anew to meet the Messiah. But not
just as a baby. Sometimes, as we
get all caught up in the Christmas
preparations, we focus only on the
Christ Child; Jesus the baby in the
manger, not what he came to do.
Because it isn’t just about the little
baby and the problems with the
travelling plans of Mary and Joseph,
or the shepherds, or the Magi. All
of those things are an important
part of our Christmas celebration,
but we must not forget that the
little baby in the manger grew up to
walk to the Cross and to die for us.
Those tiny hands that wrapped
themselves round Mary’s finger had
flung stars into space and would
be, as the hymn says, ‘to cruel nails
surrendered’.
We have been promised that our
Saviour ‘is seated at the right hand

of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead’.
When we say that in our services,
do you think about what it means?
Does it make you afraid? It
wouldn’t be surprising if it were to
leave us with a feeling of anxiety.
We live in a society where we are
afraid of death, and try to prolong
life at all costs. Well, here’s the
news flash. One day, the world
WILL come to an end. We ARE
living in the end times. Since the
end times started with Christ first
coming to earth, and will finish
when he returns again, there’s not
much doubt about that. It’s not if,
it’s when.
Speculation is rife about what will
happen when Christ returns, and
what awful events will herald it. All
around us are wars and other
disasters that ravage the planet.
But Jesus said, “these things must
needs be.” We should not be
disturbed by such activity. Jesus
told us it would be this way! And
these things aren’t new, they didn’t
all start last week, they’ve been
happening for two millennia.
There’s no need to be afraid
because we are safe in Jesus’ care.
God doesn’t want us to live our
lives in fear. As the popular saying
has it, we should just Keep Calm
and Carry On.

I’ve no doubt that Mary was afraid
of giving birth. Of the pain of
labour. But she knew that the
outcome would be great joy. The
birth of that special baby that she
had been anticipating for nine
months. She had no epidural, no
gas and air, no emergency
caesarean if it all went pear
shaped. Yes there was pain, but
through the pain came the
anticipation of the joy it heralded.
So as we come into Advent and
ponder on the coming of the
Saviour, as Mary did in the last
weeks of her pregnancy, let us also
think about how the Lord wants His
people to live their lives. He wants
us to work like He is never coming.
He wants us to live like He might
come at any second. God doesn’t
want us to be caught up in
guessing about when Christ might
or might not appear again. We are
not to be looking for signs, but for
the Saviour! When He returns, He
will not come back as the babe in
the manger. This time, He will
come in the clouds with great
power and glory. So this year in
Advent, why not ponder anew on
the coming of Christ, not only as
the baby in the manger, but also
the coming King, the Saviour of the
world.
Heather

#Christingle50 campaign, or by
attending a local Christingle
Service. For more information, visit
www.christingle.org. Our
Christingle service will be held on
Sunday 23rd December as part of
the Nativity play service.

#Christingle50 campaign
This year marks the 50th
anniversary of the Children’s
Society bringing Christingle to this
country with a service held in
Lincoln Cathedral in 1968.
To celebrate
this landmark
anniversary,
the Children’s
Society is
running its
#Christingle50
campaign, which aims to support
vulnerable young people through
raising funds at Christingle events
and a collaboration with The Royal
Academy of Music.

‘I am sorry’ and ‘I forgive you’ are the
hardest things a human being can ever say –
but also, the most liberating. When the wars
and scandals are over, those words can
rebuild nations. Tim Stanley

created an original song for
schoolchildren, congregations or
community choirs to include in their
Christingle services. The song,
‘Light a Candle’, is available to
download and listen to or learn for
free from The Children’s Society
website. You can support young
people by donating to the

Prayer for Christmas Joy
Loving, generous Father,
This Christmas, please help us to keep you at the
centre of our preparations and celebrations. May our
thankfulness for the gift of your precious son, Jesus,
motivate all that we think and say and do. May the
joy of His coming shine from us and attract those
who don’t know what Christmas really means, so that
they want to find out! In Jesus’ name and for His
glory, Amen.

up on Christmas morning like any
other – feeling alone and unable to
cope.’ The Children’s Society has

by Daphne Kitching

Matthew Reed, Chief Executive of
The Children’s Society explains:
‘Too many young people will wake

Jelly
Babies
were
launched
in 1918 in Sheffield, UK as "Peace
Babies" to mark the end of World
War I. Production was suspended
during World War II due to wartime
shortages and the fact that the
name had largely become ironic. In
1953 the product was relaunched
as "Jelly Babies".

A little something to keep you
going through Christmas ….

with truth

decay?

Brush up on

your Bible. –

Anon

What do you call a cat in the desert? Sandy Claws.
What goes oh oh oh? Santa walking backwards.
What did the dog get for Christmas? A mobile bone.
Who delivers presents to sharks at Christmas? Santa Jaws.
What did Adam say in the Garden of Eden on December 24?
It's Christmas, Eve.

Suffering

